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A GUIDE TOs 





You, like thousands of others, can become a 
partner with MBI in all its soul-winning min- 
istries. This FREE BOOKLET tells you how 
you can share in a double blessing—spiritual 
and material—through Moody Annuities. 





The Moody Annuity Plan guarantees: 


A REGULAR, LIBERAL FINANCIAL RETURN 
AS LONG AS YOU LIVE! 


To assure security for the years ahead, most people of necessity must obtain 
liberal financial returns on their funds. Through the annuity plan, you can 
support the Institute’s many ministries and at the same time assure yourself 
of a regular income, without worry or care, for the rest of your life. 


A GLORIOUS RETURN FOR ETERNITY... 
SOULS BROUGHT TO CHRIST! 





Your second dividend ...a glorious spiritual return for all eternity—souls won 
to Christ. There is deep satisfaction in the knowledge that your gift is helping 
to provide tuition-free training for young Christian men and women who will 
carry the gospel to the far corners of the earth. 


41 MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois Dept. ET-19 


(C0 Please send me “pousBLE pivipeNns,” the story of the Moody Annuity Plan. 


(0 I am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. Please send me folder, 
“Where There’s a Will.” 


AND AS AN ANNUITANT... 

you will also have a part in the world 
wide distribution of gospel literature, 
the production and showing of gospel- 
science films, evangelistic “Sermons from 
Science” meetings, and daily gospel 
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IS THERE 


PIONEER BLOOD 
IN YOUR VEINS ? 


If you respond to adventure 
in stories of the frontier days 
— if you sometimes feel a 
strange kinship with the men 
and women who 
the Old West—then you have 
pioneer blood in your veins. 

Pioneering days are not over. 
Today in out-of-the-way rural 
communities American Sun- 
day-School Union missionaries 
are pioneering in Gospel work 
— starting Sunday schools in 
isolated communities like those 

















Write for a copy of 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY 
to learn more about pioneering 
with ASSU. Write to Dept. 
Department of Missions 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Our field workers are available for speak- 
ing engagements. 
“THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A.” 








LETTERS to the Editors 





ON USING WORD. ‘COMMUNISM’ 


Suggested by the able and sound dis- 
cussion of Communism in the July ussue, 
I would like to present to you an opinion 
on one point: 

That we should not use the term “com- 
munism” in connection with the group 
operating from the Kremlin, or their 
satellites and pupils, including Tito. These 
men are clearly capitalist; to be sure 
a totalitarian-gangster type entirely dif- 
ferent from the capitalists we know in the 
U.S.A. However, to call them communists 
is as much a perversion of etymology as 
to refer to their governments as democratic. 
In both cases every time we follow their 
terminology, I consider that we are aiding 
their cause. As I understand it, both the 
circumstances and mental outlook of most 
peoples of the world are very different 
from ours, and pictures brought to mind 
by the word “communism” are, as a result, 
often very attractive to them. 

: Allen Zahn 
Bloomfield, N. J. 


SHE AGREES WITH ROBERT ELMORE 


I just can’t express how enthusiastically 
1 agree with your article in July ETerniry, 
“Make a Joyful Noise.” My husband and 
I, both two-year-old Christians, are sick- 
ened and repelled by the perfectly dreadful 
tent-meeting type of gospel ditties, which 
evangelical churches use. It is quite a relief 
to me to know that ALi Christians are not 
admirers of that low-caliber, hill-billy type 
of “music.” I was afraid we were not real 
Christians, since all other Christians seem 
to quietly endure that music. Actually, we 
are ashamed to bring guests to church on 
account of the music which is so distasteful 
to us. Even alone at church it plagues us. 
It is not worshipful. 

We are inspired by the sermon only to 
be disgusted immediately afterwards by the 
music. People who grew up with it, aren’t 
aware of its monotonous, repetitious poor 
taste. I wish those people could be made to 
realize what a stumbling block it is to 
new Christians and prospective new Christ- 
ians. I have convinced our minister that 
this type of music could be used in Sunday 
school (to please its admirers), but more 
stately, inspiring, worshipful music should 
be used in church. 

Ruth M. Jarvis 


Ohio 
CHALLENGES STORY ON PHILIPPINE CHURCH 


Bremen, 


Your article about the Aglipayan Church 
on page 18 of the June issue of ETERNITY 
contains many misleading statements. 

We have absolutely no other emotion 
than joy that doors are open wide for 
the distribution of two million portions 
of the Scripture (in the so-called Philippine 
Independent Church). However, reading 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 


statements like the one of never forgetting 
the answer of a Catholic, sacramentarian 
priest that he quotes “Ye must be born 
again” every time he baptizes, and the 
peculiar attempt to make the alliance with 
the Episcopal Church appear to be a doc- 
trinal revival make us feel like protesting. 

Perhaps the strangest sentence in the 
article is the definite intimation that the 
Roman Catholic Church is seriously worried ‘ 
about this . . . It simply is not true, and it 
gives an entirely false impression of the 
Aglipayan group in the eyes of the Cath- 
olic hierarchy, but I am willing to weigh 
Mr. Culver’s year out here against the 
knowledge gained by observation since 
1936, and stand by my comment on his 
article, that it is incredible. 

I have no ax to grind, nor point to gain, 
unless to hope that this letter will be re- 
ceived as it is sent, with no malice or evil in- 
tention, in the sincere conviction that the 
inaccuracies in the advertising literature 
so widely spread by the Orient Crusades 
did not deserve broadcasting in your news 
column.” 

Bernard N. Bancroft 


Association of Baptists 
for World Evangelism 
Manila, P. I. 


The information received by ETERNITY 
came to us from Ellsworth Culver of the 
Orient Crusades. We had no reason to 
doubt his sincerity or accuracy. 


DELEGATES TO WCC 


It seems to me that your editorial on 
Page 10 of the July 1954 issue, headed 
“Visas for WCC Visitors” misses a point. 
Russian and Chinese Communism lives 
to a large extent on propaganda. Those 
two governments control all the news- 
papers in their two countries, and the 
Russian and satellite countries. If the WCC 
brings in delegates from Hungary, Czecho- 
slovakia, Poland and East Germany, all of 
which are Communist controlled, the Rus- 
sian and Chinese newspapers will print each 
name and address to point out that these 
persons: are from countries with Com- 
munist governments or, as they call them 
“Peoples Governments,” and emphasize the 
fact that they are being received as dele- 
gates on an equal footing with well-known 
Christians from all over the world. In 
addition, they will call attention to the fact 
that the Communist under our laws cannot 
be admitted to the United States except 
on the certificate of Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles and Attorney General 
Herbert Brownell, adding that both of 
these men are well-known Christians, which 
they are. 4 

These facts will lend encouragement to 
the hundreds of millions, and possibly 
billions in the Communist countries who 
will read these newspaper reports. Our 
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May 6, 1954. Dedication Day for ELWA, the 


< uy Radio Voice of the Sudan Interior Mission. 


; Liberia’s President Tubman and his government 
*, officials praise this Christian effort. 


S. I. M. officials dedicate this station to the preach- 
ing of the Gospel across Africa in many languages. 


; ELWA: advancing! 


A start has been made. ELWA is .. 
.. reaching the vast English speaking audience of 
West Africa. 
. installing a 10,000 watt short-wave transmitter 
to beam programs in various languages. 


.. planning additional transmitters to reach all 
Africa, Southern Europe and the Iron Curtain. 


TIRES needs you! 


To earnestly pray that the Lord will provide the 
urgently needed funds for equipment and buildings. 





To pray, down the blessing of God upon the Mes- 
sage that a great harvest will be reaped by our Lord. 


FREE- 5x7 photo 


ELWA’s new station 






“Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God.” 
Rom. 10:17. 
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405 Huron Street, Toronto, Ontario 
(0 Please send me more information and literature about ELWA, 
'C] Please send me free photo of new ELWA station. 
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Many times, no doubt, you have 

gone home from church or some 
Bible conference completely thrilled 
by the words of the speaker. Like 
Andrew, or the Samaritan woman at 
the well, your first impulse is to 
= along the experience to a 
ri a neighbor or someone else 
in your family. But somehow you 
fail to capture the flavor, the im- 
pact, the ring, the conviction of 
the speaker's own words. The con- 
viction is missing and the net result 
is about as effective as trying to nail 
jelly to the wall. 

To help overcome 
this as it 
relates to The Bible 
Study Hour, we have 
been printing and 
distributing Dr. 
Barnhouse’s i 
messages regularly 
for all our Radio 
Partners. However, 
we recognize that 
even the written 
message lacks the power of bearing 
again the message just as it was 
Sosa on the radio. Thanks to 
the modern miracle of tape record- 
ing every Bible Study Hour message 
is now available to you on an ex- 
tremely low-cost rental basis. You 
can have Dr. Barnhouse teaching 
you just as he does over the radio 
as often as you like. 

This worthwhile service is made 
possible through our Films and Re- 
cording Division. But that is only 
the beginning of good things we 
can offer you. 

Perhaps you live in a community 
where there is no active, gospel- 
preaching church which you can 
attend. In this case you will be in- 
terested in the full church services 
which we have put on tape for you. 
They are as complete as any church 
service—from Invocation to Bene- 
diction—including congregational 
singing. Order of Service sheets give 
each individual the words for all 
hymns used in the service. Outstand- 
ing speakers have recorded their 
sermons for you. 

All of this was conceived by Dr. 
Barnhouse and proved sufficiently 
unique—and useful—to catch the 
eye of the secular press (Time, 
Farm Journal). Of particular in- 
terest to the ers were the 
“Sermons of the Past,” bringing to 





the ear once again some of the 
messages of Martin Luther, John 
Wesley, Billy Sunday, Dwight L. 
Moody, Charles Spurgeon, and 
others. If you would like to know 
more about this phase of our work, 
just drop me a line. Perhaps you 
know others who could profit also, 
spiritually speaking, from the ex- 
perience of hearing these men; if 
so, please pass the word along to 
them and to us. We have easy-to- 
use tape-playing machines at low 
cost (or rental) in order to make 
the services and Bible studies avail- 
able wherever there is electricity. 

Another outstanding teaching aid 
is the motion picture. To date Dr. 

has made 
three Bible-teaching 
films which have 
been put to wide- 
spread usage in even- 
ing services, Sunday 
schools, Young Peo- 
ples’, and in several 
instances on TV. 
Three Equals One 
answers many ques- 
tions about the na- 
ture of God, dealing 
primarily with the Christian con- 
cept of Him as a Trinity. Why 
Christ Had to Die makes 
clear the truth and the absolute 
necessity for the atoning death of 
Christ. Geography of Salvation 
shows the complete ineffectiveness 
of man’s efforts to reconcile him- 
self to God. 

Each of these three sound films is 
16mm. and professionally produced 
in natural color. Dr. Barnhouse does 
an excellent job in each one, judging 
by audience comments which we 
have received. One Roman Catholic, 
after viewing Why Christ Had to 
Die sat there for a few moments 
after the lights went on, shook his 
head and declared, “What a power- 
ful presentation! We need more 
like him.” 

All of these tapes and films have 
been made for you. Why not write 
to me today and ask for your free 
copy of our sixteen-page catalogue 
that gives you full information on 
all of our films and recordings. We'll 


be delighted to send it and to an- 
swer any questions concerning our 
work. 








Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 








fight against Communism is a grave, serious 
and difficult one and the WCC ought not 
to put any additional and unnecessary ob- 
structions and obstacles in our way. Russia 
never permits a visa to be given anyone 
from either Russia or a satellite country 
to come out from behind the Iron Curtain 
unless they are Communists, or their com- 
ing out will assist Communism in some 
way. You should read in Life or the June 
issue of the Reader’s Digest, the article by 
an escaped Pole, who deserted the Polish 
delegation in New York City. 

No American consul has a right to give 
a visa to a known or even suspected Com- 
munist. Under our statute, as I have been 
informed by John W. Haynes, these Com- 
munists can only be admitted to this 
country on the joint order of Secretary of 
State Dulles and Attorney General 
Brownell. I see no reason why these two 
cabinet officers should go out of their way 
to make our fight. in this country against 
Communism even more difficult. It is being 
urged, as you note, that the reason that is 
being given for the admission of these 
Communists will be a “witness to the com- 
mon loyalties of Christians throughout the 
world.” If for any reason, anything of 
that sort is deemed necessary, these dele- 
gates should be invited to a country, such 


(Continued on page 40) 
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*FAMILY NEEDS* 








ETERNITY needs a typist for the Circula- 
tion Department. If you are interested or 
know of a Christian who would be inter- 
ested in Christian work as a member of the 
ETERNITY Staff, please write to the Circula- 
tion Manager, Eternity, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. Preference will be given 
to those living in the greater Philadelphia 
area but anyone free to move to Philadel- 
phia will be considered. 


An Eastern Bible school is seeking for an 
assistant to the Dean of Women. Applicant 
should be middle-aged college graduate, 
preferably experienced and with Bible in- 
stitute background. The same school has an 
opening for a secretary. Inquiries should be 
sent to ETERNITY. 


“I live in a needy rural area and teach 
in the high school. There have been several 
good revivals, and interest is growing. There 
is such a need for good sound Christian 
literature and very little money to use. 
If you can inform me of some free material 
or some that is inexpensive, I shall ap- 
preciate it very much. 

“Young people also need sound reading 
and material for their programs. Some 
of the youth have told me of their call 
to the ministry, or to be nurses, etc. I 
want to do all I can do direct them to the 
right kind of reading. They are really 
hungry for sound Christian literature.” 


Those having such books should send 
them to Miss Lillian Bayer, Cumberland 
City, Tenn. 
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NOW AND LATER 


We believe every member of the ETEr- 
nity family will rejoice over the con- 
tents of the September issue. 

In this important number we present 
articles by Dr. Carl F. H. Henry of 
Fuller Seminary; C. Stacey Woods, gen- 
eral secretary of Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship; and Dr. S. Lewis Johnson of 
Dallas Theological Seminary. 

The Editor will start his “Meditations 
in the Book of Isaiah” in the October is- 
sue, instead of this month, as was er- 
roneously announced in the August 


number. 
. _ * 


The article by C. Stacey Woods will 
evoke strong reactions—both favorable 
and unfavorable. In fact, the editors do 
not subscribe to everything Mr. Woods 
has to say. 

Many will feel that the author has 
been overly critical of western civiliza- 
tion and U. S. culture in particular. 
Others will feel that his proposals re- 
lating to the missionary situation are 
not workable in every situation. 

But as secretary of IVCF and its in- 
ternational counterpart, the Interna- 
tional Fellowship of Evangelieal Stu- 
dents, and a frequent visitor to distant 
lands, Mr. Woods speaks from a back- 
ground of knowledge that few Christians 
in our day possess. Perhaps, he is ahead 
of his generation in advocating so sweep- 
ing a solution for missionary advance. 
Or it may be later than we think. 

* . Ld 

Dr. S. Lewis Johnson, who bluntly 

asks, “Are You Sanctified?” has the knack 


of making Bible doctrine understandable 
(Continued on page 34) 


THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 








Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 
September 5, 12, 19, 26—Tenth Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Penna.; September 6, 13, 20—New 
York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New York, N. Y.; September 
6—Camp Hilltop (11:00 a.m.), Down- 
ingtown, Penna. September 14 
through 17—Immanuel__ Baptist 
Church, Wilmington, Del.; Septem- 
ber 21 through 24—First Presbyterian 
Church, Schenectady, N. Y.; - 

ber 29 through October 1 
Conservative Baptist Church, Nanuet, 
New York 
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 





HROMADKA... RED Stooge 


Czech Theologian, Accused as Communist Propagandist, 
Affirms Faith in Christ's Deity and Second Coming 


s Joseph Hromadka a Communist stooge? Is Joseph 

Hromadka a true follower of the Lord Jesus Christ who 

has suffered slander because he seeks to obey His Lord? 
The former accusation has been widely circulated, but it 
has never been backed up with any evidence. The accusa- 
tion has been made by men who have no knowledge of 
life behind the Iron Curtain and who have not taken the 
trouble to meet Hromadka and talk with him personally to 
find out the inner beliefs of the man and what makes him 
act as he does. 


I have known Joseph Hromadka for several years. I first 
became attracted to him when I heard him give a lecture in 
which he expressed perfectly what I had long thought 
about many modernists. He spoke of the fact that there 


were many men who were expressing high ethical thoughts, — 


but who were not, themselves, Christians. He then said, 
“Look down at the feet of these men and you find them 
standing on non-Christian ground. Between our feet and 
theirs is a bottomless pit. We stand on Christ. But these 
men are so morally tall in their own souls that they are able 
to look across the chasm that 
separates them from us and 
see some of the truths which 
we possess in Christ. They ex- 
press these ethical truths in a 
way that makes some people 
think that there is a relation- 
ship between them and us. 
But in reality there is none. 
We are on different founda- 
tions.” 


Violent Criticism 


During the past several 
months I have been aware 
that certain political reaction- 
aries were trying to prevent 
our State Department from 
granting visas to Hromadka 
and other Christian men from 
behind the Iron Curtain. The 


Nothing happens to you without permission 


BY DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


opposition stated that Hromadka was a “Communist spokes- 
man,” “Soviet stooge” and an “agent of Moscow.” I knew 
beyond question that this was not true, and in our October 
issue I stated that such accusations were ridiculous. 

When I returned from Europe a few days ago I learned 
that Hromadka had reached the United States and that 
there were some groups of Christians who were shouting 
against him and his associates on the ground that he was a 
Russian agent and spokesman in this country during his 
visit to the World Presbyterian Alliance at Princeton and 
to the World Council of Churches at Evanston. I attended 
a religious meeting where Hromadka was so attacked by a 
man whom I believe to be a Christian but who has a repu- 
tation for inaccuracy in reporting. I spoke to him person- 
ally and told him that I knew Hromadka was a believer in 
Christ and no more a Communist than himself. The man 
was adamant in his opinion and later the same day reiter- 
ated his accusations. 


A Theological Examination 


The next day I went to Princeton and sought an inter- 
view with Professor Hromadka, the Czech theologian kindly 
consenting to be questioned by me. At the close of the 
interview, which lasted an hour, he smilingly said that he 
had been put through a theological examination. 

In order that there might be no misunderstanding, I wrote 
out the interview and read it back to Dr. Hromadka as we 
proceeded. 

I began by telling him that he had been accused of being 
a Communist, and he expressed surprise and sadness that 
men who call themselves Christian could be so misinformed, 
and above all that they would not take the trouble to come 
to him personally before making statements about him. 

My first question was the following. “Dr. Hromadka, what 
is your personal relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ?” 

Dr. Hromadka replied: “The longer I do my work in 
theology and in the church the more deeply I am devoted 
to our Lord Jesus Christ. I have never been as Christocen- 
tric in my thinking and attitude as | am today. I believe 
that Jesus Christ is not only the Son of God but that He is 
God the Son. The Trinitarian basis is essential for all my 
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or Saint? 





teaching. I have always been an opponent of loose talk 
about God and low views about the person and work of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. My concept of God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, comes from the Word of God, from the whole 
Word of God, not merely from the New Testament but 
from the prophetic Scriptures of the Old Testament as well.” 


A Modern Comenius 


I was delighted to hear this strong statement from the 
man who is the head of the Comenius Faculty of Theology 
in Prague. In my mind I thought of Comenius, the great 
Czech Protestant of the 17th Century and compared him 
with the modern Czech who was sitting before me. I remem- 
bered that in 1620, the same year that the Pilgrims were 
landing on Plymouth Rock, the Protestants were crushed 
in Bohemia at the battle of White Hill. “On one side stood 
the victorious Roman Catholics,” the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica tells us, “on the other, the defeated Protestants. The 
latter soon emigrated and carried with them nearly the 
whole of Czech literacy and scholastic culture.” Foremost 
among these emigrants was Komensky (Comenius), whose 
name adorns the Theological Seminary headed by Hrom- 
adka who, three and a half centuries later, holds much the 
same position as a defender of Christianity and Czech cul- 
ture. 

I asked Dr. Hromadka about his political affiliations. He 
replied, “I have never been a member of any political party. 
I have, of course, never been a member of the Communist 
party, and I am not and never have been a Communist. 

“We must live where our Lord has placed us. I have not 
chosen the time in which I live. My God put me into this 
era of history, and into my place in Prague. He demands of 
me that I administer His gospel in love. I must administer 
it to the people of my country among whom I live. The 
heart of my teaching is that God became flesh and dwelt 
among us in Jesus Christ as we read in John 1:14, and J. 
as a Christian, with Christ living in me, must go and dwell 
among men, representing Jesus Christ. To me, to believe in 
Jesus Christ is to do what He did, go and live among sin- 
ners and suffering people. I go among them to give service 
to them through Him. There may be times when I have to 
criticize the people I work with, but my first object is to 
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The Editor shown with Professor Joseph L. Hromadka during interview at Princeton. 


minister Christ to them. This, you might say, is one of the 
rules of my life. 


Representing Christ to Communists 


“Christ demands of me that I live among Communists. I 
love them. There are, of course, differences between us, for 
they are Communists and I am a Christian. But I love 
them as individuals, and I want to represent Christ to them. 
The Lord came to die for them whether they know it or 
whether they don’t know it. I cannot help the people unless 
I love them. 


“I came to the United States as a Christian. I could not 
come as a Communist, as these accusers have said, for I am 
not a Communist, I am a Christian. My government gave us 
passports with the understanding that we would come to the 
United States as Christians, to fellowship with Christians, 
and to meet them on the common ground of Christianity, 
to help one another in discussing ways in which we Chris- 
tians can serve poor, suffering humanity. When I asked for 
my passport I told the officials of my government, and they 
perfectly understood it, that I was not going to engage in 
any political propaganda of. any kind. When we discuss 
problems in our conferences we do it as Christians and not 
from any political point of view.” 

I told Dr. Hromadka that I had heard a Protestant min- 
ister, who is attacking him on the grounds of supposed 
Communism, state that Hromadka would not dare make any 
expression of criticism of the Soviet regime or of the Com- 
munist ideology. He replied instantly, “When people ask 
me if I can be critical of the Communist ideology of my 
country I say, ‘Every sermon that I preach is a criticism of 
Communist ideology. In standing for Christian ideology 
against Communist ideology I am performing my most loyal 
and devoted service to my country.’” 


The Second Coming 


I asked Dr. Hromadka about the address he is going to 
give at Evanston, and we began to discuss the theme of that 
assembly, “Christ the Hope of the World.” He spoke of the 
fact that there were American theologians who do not be- 
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We Must Change Our 


Growing literacy, nationalism, Communism and Roman Catholicism force 


the need for a revolution in missionary methods, this writer says 


longer exists. Our generation is probably experiencing 
the initial convulsions of a new and terrifying epoch 
in the story of human life on the earth. 

Unimagined destruction, suffering and death are the 
fearsome portents of the beginning of a new age. We can- 
not turn back the clock of time which ticks on to its ap- 
pointed end, much as we may try. Charles A. Lindbergh 
writes in the Saturday Evening Post of July 17, “Our ob- 
jective is the survival of western civilization; our policy 
must be dynamic.” 

But is this not just another attempt to preserve a way of 
life that is threadbare and outworn—a way of life that has 
already rejected the ideal and dynamic that produced it and 
now labors to preserve an outer shell—the American way 
of life—western civilization—survival? 


T: world as our parents knew it in their childhood no 


Are We Adjusting? 

What of evangelical Christians? How are we facing the 
challenge of our generation? Are we maintaining our es- 
sential spiritual character of being pilgrims, God’s heavenly 
people in a world that is both foreign and hostile? Is our 
sole confidence in the living God and in His absolute 
sovereign will and purpose? Is our resource His infinite 
power? Are we adjusting to a new era as Christ’s ambassadors 
or are we like the men of the western world striving to 
survive, to perpetuate concepts, methods and approaches, 
many of which are a part of western civilization and the 
American way of life rather than of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and of His eternal kingdom? How realistically are we facing 
the task of world evangelism today, world evangelism in a 
new and changing world? 

In the past era—a generation ago—the role of the mission- 
ary in a foreign country was often one of honor and distinc- 
tion. He was white—this symbolized supremacy. He was 
frequently a member of a master nation or race which held 
, those to whom he preached Christ in varying degrees of 
colonial subjection. Consequently, his position in some 
respects was not unlike that of an official representative of 


Mr. Woods is General Secretary of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship and The International Fellowship of Evangelical Students. 


8 Nothing makes you love a man so much as praying for him 


By €. Stacey Woods 


a government of occupation. Economically his modest mis- 
sionary stipend put him relatively in the millionaire class. 
Educationally his high-school training put him relatively 
in the top bracket of the intelligentsia. Yesterday's foreign 
missionary with few exceptions did not consciously, deliber- 
ately take the position of an overlord, yet all that he was 
and had and all of his background and relationships 
shouted aloud of Caucasian superiority and supremacy. 


Skillful Exploitation 


To some the inevitable consequence was that Jesus Christ 
was identified with western civilization, economic advantage 
and colonialism. Too often the missionary brought with 
him the ecclesiastical forms and practices of the western 
world and taught these as a necessary part of the Christian 
message. Denominational division was exported and some- 
times imposed upon native churches as part of the gospel 
of the grace of God. As may be readily imagined, enemies of 
the cross of Jesus Christ skillfully exploit these conditions 
of a past era to attack the gospel of Jesus Christ and His 
representatives, the foreign missionaries, today. 

But what of the world which needs the Lord Jesus Christ 
as desperately as ever? Three new factors must be reckoned 
with as part of a new era with its new demands. 


Educated Nationals 


The first is the rise of literacy. Colonial and backward 
people have associated much of western superiority and 
advantage with the fact of education, and they are told and 
tell others that the key to their place in the sun is for their 
people to be educated. As a result, in many countries long 
thought of as being backward, there is an intense and fever- 
ish activity to teach people to read and write, to establish 
schools, colleges and ultimately universities. Thousands 
upon thousands of the most promising of the youth of these 
countries are being sent to the western world to obtain their 
graduate degrees to return to positions of government leader- 
ship or scientific direction, and to pioneer in the total pro- 
gram of literacy and education in their country. Today every 
country normally regarded as a foreign missionary field has 
its quota of Ph.D.’s, of brilliant minds which have obtained 
the finest of formal education the western world has to 


ETERNITY 

















Missionary Methods 


offer. It is with this ever-increasing group of educated na- 
tionals that the missionary of today is compared. He no 
longer has the cultural and educational advantage of an 
exclusive nature he once enjoyed. Often his only evidence 
of superiority is his economic standard and way of life, 
which still puts him immeasurably above the living stand- 
ards of most of those to whom he ministers. 


Aggressive Nationalism 


Another challenging factor is the rise of an intense and 
aggressive nationalism. There is a sense of shame that for so 
long peoples have remained backward, subject and unedu- 
cated. Now there is the evidence that representatives of men 
with black and brown skins can equal and sometimes out- 
strip their white-skinned brothers. The spectacle of a repre- 
sentative of China sitting down in conference with the top 
representatives of Great Britain, France and the United 
States, successfully taunting and besting them in the 
finer arts of diplomacy and national advantage, is heady 
wine to the burgeoning nationalism of the younger nations 
and former colonial peoples. Burning in their hearts is a 
bitter resentment against the white man and all that he 
stands for. There is a failure to appreciate the great and 
wonderful benefits that have often come as a product of a 
period of colonialism and that the education now being 
enjoyed has come from the western world, but rather pride, 
envy, jealousy, bitterness are being fanned to a flame with 
an unexpected ferocity, and as a result the missionary is no 
longer as welcome as heretofore but rather he is often 
pointed out as an example of a decadent West. The “white 
man’s religion” is deemed to be part of the white man’s 
civilization which is doomed to perish. A rising nationalism 
that opposes the West is also a rising nationalism that may 
therefore oppose the gospel of Jesus Christ. Somehow or 
other Jesus Christ and His way of life must be divorced 
from western civilization or the American way of life in its 
presentation today, even though it may be justly argued that 


much of western civilization is but a by-product of the 
gospel. 


Racial Segregation 


An additional factor which must be considered with the 
rise of nationalism is the color bar or racial segregation. 
The shameful story of the slave trade of the western world, 
of racial segregation that exists though to a diminishing ex- 
tent today, and the fact that too often it is the Bible-believ- 
ing Christian who insists on perpetuating a form of racial 
segregation and color prejudice are militating against the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. It seems utterly incongruous to a 
man in Africa that a school dedicated to the training of 
young men and women to take the gospel to the African 
will not admit one who is an African racially although an 
American citizen to its classes to learn of Jesus Christ and 
of His Word. It is a fantastic anomaly that a missionary so- 
ciety will fail to encourage a university-educated Negro 
to become a member of that foreign missionary society and 
thus to go to the land of his racial origin with the gospel 
in a day of increasing African prejudice against the white 
man. It is a stumbling block to have the white missionary 
fail to encourage his darker-skinned brothers to take the 
positions of leadership and responsibility in every aspect of 
Christian faith and practice in his own national church. 
Perhaps we need to proclaim that the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself was not a Caucasian. 


Atheistic Communism 


Then there is the rise of a militant atheistic Communism 
with its total attack against the right of the individual, 
capitalistic democracy, and the living God. The younger 
mations are being told that their future does not lie with 
the western world but with the East, that the era of the 
white man has ended, that their future lies not with west- 
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As a safeguard against the influence of American “talkies” the 
British Broadcasting Company has put on the air a weekly lesson 
in “standard” pronunciation for children. If they are not to have 
their English accent spoiled by American movie speech, they 
must hear the correct thing. The Christian lives in the midst of 
a world which speaks its false accents at every moment. If we 
are not to adopt its tones and its language, we must keep close 
to the Word of God. It is only by listening to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit that we can be kept holy in our speech and unspotted 
from the world. 


When faith becomes obedience then it is faith indeed a 














ISAIAH NEEDED 


One of the foremost Jewish scholars 
in the world, the Rev. Dr. I. W. Slotki, 
is the editor of the commentary on 
Isaiah in the Soncino series of monu- 
mental studies on the books of the Old 
Testament. In his introduction, writing 
of Isaiah, the man, he says, “It fell to 
his lot to live in one of the most critical 
periods in the history of his people, 
when the greatest empire of the time 
was threatening its very existence. With 
singleness of aim and complete selfless- 
ness, he took the lead in advancing a 
policy which was not popular but the 
only one which he knew could avert 
complete disaster.” 

How parallel our times are to those of 
that day, and the cycle of history repeat- 
ing itself has brought the times but not 
the Isaiah whom we need. Perhaps the 
times are so out of joint that no one but 
Him who is greater than Isaiah can 
mend them. “Isaiah was endowed with 
the richest qualities of highest genius 
and since his early manhood, when he 
was called to his prophetic office, he de- 
voted all the powers of his mind, all his 
moral and spiirtual strength, even the 
incidents of his private and social life, to 
the performance of his mission, endeav- 
oring to lead his countrymen in the ways 
of God and to impose the divine will 
upon the conduct of the State, its rulers 
and its citizens. He was rightly described 
as ‘the prophet of faith.’ In words of fire 
he sought to impress this faith upon his 
generation, and to convince them that 
the Divine government of the world was 
based on morality, justice and equity. 
Animated by the fervor of his religious 
enthusiasm, his entire being, in the 
course of a long and strenuous career, 
was wholeheartedly and unselfishly laid 
on the altar of his sacred vocation, to 
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which he was divinely called and which 
he had readily shouldered.” 

How we need men of this kind today, 
and how every minister must especially 
strive to understand the similarity of his 
call and to develop the qualities which 
made Isaiah such a great minister. “He 
united deep religious feeling with a pro- 
found knowledge of the world and 
everyday life. His intellectual gifts and 
fine qualities of heart were harmoniously 
blended, his vision was clear and his 
judgment unerring. Great in thought 
and action, he was inflexible in his 
religious demands and unhesitating in 
his political advice or direction to king 
and people. He was justly described as 
one standing, with his head in the 
clotds and his feet standing on the 
solid earth, with his heart in the things 
of eternity and with his hands and 
mouth in the things of time, with his 
spirit in the eternal counsel of God and 
his body in a very definite moment of 
history.” May God search our hearts 
and build in us this disposition. 

The Editor next month begins a series 
of Meditations in the book of Isaiah. 
Because of the nature of the Editor’s 
present heavy program, it is quite possi- 
ble that the Meditations in Isaiah will 
not be carried every month as was the 
practice with the book of Genesis. 


KESWICK 


One of the greatest of all the world’s 
Christian meetings is the Keswick Con- 
vention, held for one week in July each 
year in the beautiful lake town of Kes- 
wick, a few miles south of the Scottish 
border. The truest ecumenism in the 
world is found here, for at the closing 
communion service, presided over by a 
bishop of the Church of England, you 
will see, serving and being served, Bap- 


tist, Presbyterian, Methodist and other 
ministers, Salvation Army officers, leaders 
of the Plymouth Brethren and Chris- 
tians of many races and climes. This 
year there were fifty-four nationalities at 
the overseas visitors’ tea, and more than 
six thousand listeners in the two great 
tents at night. 

The secret of this true and Biblical 
ecumenism is to be found in the motto 
that hangs in great letters over the plat- 
form: ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS. 
In no other place on earth have I ever 
seen such oneness among such large and 
diverse groups of believers. 

I have attended Keswick a dozen 
times, perhaps eight as a speaker. This 
year I attempted to analyze the differ- 
ence between this convention and a simi- 
lar meeting in the United States. Beyond 
question there are spiritual depths in 
England which are not known here. The 
British leaders who have visited America 
confess that they find a lightness, a lack 
of spiritual depth, which disconcerts 
them. On the other hand, I have talked 
with American leaders who have been 
in Britain who find there what we would 
call a woeful lack of Biblical knowledge. 
In Britain, verses of Scripture whose 
meaning is well established here are 
used very widely out of context in a 
way that causes spiritual wounding of 
babes. To cite one example, I found a 
young man on the point of committing 
suicide because a British leader had as- 
sured him that because he confessed to 
sustained and repeated defeats in a will- 
ful sin that there was no more sacrifice 
for his sin, but that he was lost (Heb. 
10:26). I showed the boy the truth—that 
if the Hebrews of that generation sinned 
willfully after they had received the 
knowledge of the truth of the Lamb 
with the capital L, there remained no - 
more lambs with the small /. Reestab- 
lished in the doctrine of justification, he 
was enabled to go on to growth. 

But here is the reason for this editor- 
ial. I wonder seriously if our full-headed 
intellectual knowledge of many Biblical 
truths has not outdistanced our empty- 
hearted spiritual growth. I cannot over- 
estimate. the immense effect that the love 
of Christ, manifested among brethren 
who differed widely in doctrinal and 
ecclesiastical position, has had on my 
own spiritual development. Their differ- 
ences, of course, are not in the field of 
essentials, for they all hold to the Per- 
son and work of Christ, and to the in- 
spiration of the Word, but in all else 
their love, immense love, embraces all 
who are in Christ, and overlooks all 
differences in the secondary fields of 
truth. May we pray for a revival in this 
country which will bring true brothers 
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who hold divergent positions in second- 
ary matters, into oneness in the love of 
Christ. 


THE BISHOP’S DOG 


Hugh Gough, the Bishop of Barking, 
told a charming story at Keswick about 
his dog. Some years ago he owned a 
Highland terrier that was “pure white.” 
The dog was wonderfully cared for, 
bathed and clipped, and was a clean, 
white joy around the house. One morn- 
ing the Bishop awoke and looked out 
the window, to find that snow had fallen 
during the night. Then, across his lawn, 
there scurried a dog, gray and dirty 
against the white snow. When the Bis- 
hop inquired to find out how such a 
stray could have wandered into their 
garden he discovered that it was none 
other than their own beloved “white” 
terrier. 

The application of his parable was 
forceful. We walk among men, and we 
even call some of our spiritual leaders 
“holy.” As long as they are seen in com- 
parison with other men their holiness 
stands. But let them for one moment be 
placed beside the spotless holiness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the nature 
of their innate sinfulness is manifest. 

Men who justified themselves when 
talking to men were the first to bring 
themselves low when they once caught 
a vision of God. Thus it was with Isaiah 
when he saw the Lord (Isa. 6:5), with 
Daniel when a divine messenger was 
sent to him (Dan. 10), with Job when 
the Lord appeared to him (Job 42:5, 6), 
and with John when he saw the risen 
Lord (Rev. 1:17). 

Let there be stated and frequent in- 
tervals when we stand beside the Lord 
and see ourselves in His light. Thus shall 
we grow in holiness. 


WE'VE WON 


This story comes from the venerable 
Canon Guy King at Keswick. Some 
of our readers will remember his daily 
meditations published in these pages 
several years ago. His advancing years 
and loss of sight have not changed him: 
he is a man who adores and exalts the 
Lord Jesus Christ and has become very 
like Him. 

In his early years he was standing on 
a railroad station platform, waiting for 
a train to London, when a train came 
in from another direction, discharging 
a football team which had come home 
after playing a game in another city. It 
was before the days of radio and tele- 
phone, and nobody knew the result of 
the game. A small boy pushed through 
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the crowd and asked the score of one of 
the players. Then, leaping joyfully, he 
ran outside shouting to the others, 
“We've won, we’ve won.” He was not a 
member of the team, nor of the school 
represented by the team. But he was 
filled with joy over a victory with which 
he associated himself. 

Thus it is, said the Canon, that we 
face our daily life. We can live in joy 
and in triumph. We can shout, “We've 
won!” over the victory that was accom- 
plished by our Lord Jesus Christ on 
Calvary nineteen hundred years ago. If 
you are in the midst of some defeat in 
your life, you have the right to know 
what our Lord won for you, and to 
enter into the triumph of it. The arch- 
impostor who wishes to ensnare us, must 
flee when we raise the banner of Christ’s 
victory. It is written of the saints of the 
tribulation period, “They overcame him 
(Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testimony” (Rev. 
12:11). In other words, Christ won the 
victory, and they shouted, “We’ve won.” 
That is the way God means it to be. 

A defeated Christian is an anomaly. 
Could the small boy have heard the news 
of victory and then have gone to his 
companions in despair? Can we hear 
the good news that Christ has arisen, 
conqueror over the tomb, with the keys 
of death and Hell, and having made a 
show of Satan openly, spoiling the prin- 
cipalities and the powers, and then re- 
turn grim and defeated to our old round 
of life? Look to the cross of Christ and 
give the cry of victory, ‘““We’ve won!” 


THE GOOD BOOK 


The London Times, in honor of the 
one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, issued, early in June, a 32-page 
supplement on “The Bible: Historical, 
Social and Literary Aspects of the Old 
and New Testaments, described by 
Christian Scholars.” To a Christian who 
holds that the Bible is the Word of God 
the supplement was a disappointing and 
a disturbing event. 

In all the issue apart from the cover, 
there was not the remotest suspicion of 
a sentence that would indicate that the 
Bible is inspired. On the cover there was 
the inscription, “The Most Valuable 
Thing that this World Affords. Here is 
Wisdom; This is the Royal Law; These 
are the Lively Oracles of God.” But 
within, the twenty-nine items of the 
‘contents dissected the Bible as though 
it had begun in the mind of man and 
had grown like any set of human ideas, 
ultimately being brought together by 
human beings. 


More and more we must see that the 
line that really divides men within the 
bounds of Christendom is their attitude 
toward the Word of God. Is it natural or 


is it supernatural? .Is this man’s varied . 


ideas about God or is this God’s revela- 
tion of Himself? Is this the track of a 
blind man groping in the darkness, or 
is this a blaze of light from the sun? 

Unhappily, in all the correspondence 
that was elicited by the supplement and 
printed in subsequent issues of the 
Times there was no conservative scholar 
who sent a protest or who attempted to 
answer the innuendoes and the subtle 
attacks of “scholars” who masquerade as 
Christians and who deny the Word of 
the Lord. 

How we need to proclaim in our day 
that “The prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men 
of God spake as they were borne along 
by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21). When 
it is realized that our Lord Himself took 
the attitude that the whole of the Old 
Testament was “the Word of God,” 
denying that it was “the tradition of 
men” (Mk. 7:7-9), what are we to say 
of men who profess to follow Him but 
who deny the most elemental doctrine 
that came from His lips? Yet these men 
are paid by churches whose creeds pro- 
fess the Bible as the Word of God! If a 
man acted thus in the world of com- 
merce he would be accused of fraud, and 
of taking his salary under false pre- 
tences. The Bible must never be con- 
sidered in its “Historical, Social and 
Literary Aspects,” until it has been con- 
sidered in its divine aspect. It is the 
eternal revelation of Almighty God, and 
will outlast the Heavens and the earth 
(Mt. 24:34, 35). 

D. G. B. 


THE DANGERS OF DEMOCRACY 


Far too many Americans, including 
evangelicals who ought to know better, 
seem to think the liberties we enjoy in 
this country emanate principally from 
our form of government. For them 
democracy, the rule of the people, is 
venerated as something intrinsically holy 
in itself. 

Among those who extol the virtues 
of “the democratic process” are the 
liberal theologians who have no God- 
given, prophetic message or the starry- 
eyed disciples whose high priest was 
John Dewey and whose temple is 
Teacher’s College, Columbia University. 

While it is true that many of our 
founding fathers were Deists, others were 
devout believers who undoubtedly 
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Are You Sanctified? 


Professor of New Testament Literature and Exegesis, Dallas Theological Seminary 


By 8. Lewis Johnson, Jr. 


The sommes we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ we are saints, members of 
the true Church, the body of Christ, in which ALL are saints 


a casual acquaintance after an exchange of a few brief 
words, “I am so glad to meet someone who is sancti- 
fied”? Recently, while traveling by train from London, 
Ontario, to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, I engaged in conversa- 
tion a middle-aged lady. I had surmised that she was a 
Christian, and it turned out that I was right. She was the 
wife of a preacher and was accompanied by her son. They 
were returning home after a visit with relatives. We ex- 
changed a few pleasantries in the parlor car of the train, 
the occasion being the fact that I had my Bible with me 
opened to a passage I was studying. Finally, at retirement 
time, she uttered the words which begin this paragraph. 
My first reaction, I must admit, was to suggest to her 
the fact that I was not sanctified, but rather an ordinary 
sinner saved by grace. And then it occurred to me that, 
while she may not have realized it, she was absolutely right 
in her terminology. She probably was referring to the false 
doctrine of her church which alleges that it is possible for 
a Christian to attain a state wherein it is jmpossible for 
him to sin. That is often referred to as entire sanctification. 
Now, in that sense, of course, no Christian is sanctified 
while alive. In the true Biblical sense, however, every be- 
liever is sanctified. Since the hour was late and there was 
little hope of changing her views in a few minutes, I al- 
-lowed her statement to stand since it could be called cor- 
rect doctrinally. You who read this article are to get what 
would have been said to her if there had been time! 


W:: would your reaction be to this statement, made by 


Perfectionism Is Deception 

But we must not blame the Arminians for all the error 
which exists in connection with the doctrine of sanctifica- 
tion. It is rarely that one finds a correct statement of the 
Biblical teaching on the subject. For the Roman Catholics 
sanctification is a process of daily improvement which event- 
ually enables God to justify. This is nothing more than 
legalism, and it is diametrically opposed to the teaching of 
the Word. For example, the apostle Paul writes, “But to 
him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” (Rom. 
4:5). Very little process of improvement there! What a 
blessing to know that He justifies the ungodly, not the 
working, or the improving. 

Those of Wesleyan persuasion conceive of sanctification as 
a process of improvement in the Christian’s life that may 
be completed while here on the earth. The result of this 
teaching is the false doctrine of perfectionism. John opposes 
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this with the following, “If we say that we have no sin 
(the singular referring to the sin nature), we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8). Perfection- 
ism is deception. 


No Eradication 


I am reminded of a very humorous incident which oc- 
curred in the class of Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer a number of 
years ago. The great theologian, the founder of the Dallas 
Theological Seminary, was shooting full of holes the teach- 
ing that the old nature of the Christian could be eradicated 
while he was still alive. One of his many arguments had to 
do with the fact that two people with their evil natures 
eradicated might logically be expected to produce children 
without such a nature. At the climax of this particular 
argument Dr. Chafer asked the rhetorical question, “Now 
what kind of children would two entirely sanctified people 
produce?” (It should be noted at this point that in his later 
years Dr. Chafer was slightly deaf and did not hear every- 
thing spoken in the room.) When the question was asked, 
the doctor paused for the effect of the question to sink in. 
At that pause one of the students in the room (I will not 
divulge his name) spoke out in a voice that all but Dr. 
Chafer could hear and said, “Angels!” 

Even Reformed theologians have not always been clear 
on the doctrine. What they say is correct, but their teaching 
usually does not go far enough. All of the Biblical aspects 
of the truth are not emphasized. Sanctification is for them 
a process of improvement which is to be completed at 
death. That is correct, but it is not all the truth. The Bible 
has more than this to say about sanctification, as we shall 
see. Otherwise Paul could not speak of believers as “sancti- 
fied in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:2). 


Set Apart for God 


In connection with this doctrine it is well to remember 
two basic facts. First, the words “saint,” “holy,” “sanctify” 
and “holiness” come from the same root. Second, the 
primary significance of the root is to set apart, usually for 
God. This is true of both the Hebrew root qdsh and the 
Greek root hag-. The primary significance of the word is 
seen in the fact that the word for a prostitute in the service 
of a heathen temple was taken from the same root which 
means holy. She was set apart for the service of a god. The 
word in the New Testament clearly has the significance of 
set apart when one looks at our Lord’s words in John 
17:19, “And for their sakes I sanctify myself, . . . .”It is 
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quite clear that our Lord could not sanctify Himself in the 
sense of making Himself intrinsically holy. He always was 
that; He was sinless. The reference is to His work of 
dedicating Himself to the sacrifice of the cross. For that 
he was setting Himself apart. It is only from this primary 
sense of setting apart that the secondary sense of intrinsic 
holiness is derived. One set apart unto God is naturally 
expected to live a holy life in view of what God is. 

The Bible reveals that sanctification, like salvation, is 
in three tenses. ‘ 


Past Sanctification 


The apostle Paul, in the epistle of sanctification, | 
Corinthians, writes in his address, “Unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both their’s 
and our’s” (1:2). One notices immediately that the word 
“sanctified” is in the past tense. The Corinthians are al- 
ready sanctified, although still alive. You see, our friend on 
the train was right after all, at least as far as the terminology 
is concerned. There is a sense in which believers, all of them, 
are sanctified already. 

From the context of 1 Corinthians we learn that the 
Corinthians were anything but sanctified practically. In fact, 
the reason Paul wrote the letter to them was the fact that 
their lives were not in conformity to the will of God for 
them. In what sense, then, were they sanctified? Perhaps 
the answer is found in the Greek verb form used by Paul 
here. He uses the perfect participle to express the thought 
of “sanctified” (AV). In Greek the perfect tense expresses 
an event which occurred in past time, the results of which 
abide. The sanctification to which Paul refers here, then, 
occurred in past time. It is now finished. Putting this to- 
gether with the conclusion reached above, namely, the 
Corinthians were not sanctified in a practical sense yet, we 
reach the conclusion that Paul was referring to sanctification 
as a finished, positional work. 


A Glorious Position 


This work takes place in the heart of every Christian the 
moment he believes in Jesus Christ. At that moment he is 
set apart positionally for God. He becomes God’s own. And 
that is why believers are frequently referred to in the New 
Testament as “saints,” that is, “set apart” ones. Such a 
glorious position, of course, should provoke the response 
suggested by the familiar verses: 


Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 


Take my will, and make it Thine: 
It shall be no longer mine: 

Take my heart—it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 


Take my love: my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store: 
Take: myself; and I will be 

Ever, only ALL for Thee. 
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Present Sanctification toy 


In 2 Corinthians 7:1 Paul writes, “Having therefore these 
promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God.” Now, remember that the word “holiness” is 
from the same root that the words for sanctification come 
from. In fact, it could be rendered by “sanctification.” In 
addition, the present tense of the word “perfecting” should 
be noted. The sanctification of which Paul speaks is a 
progressive sanctification, a sanctification that is to continu- 
ally grow and increase. If the first sense in which the word 
is used is that of a finished, positional work, this second 
sense is that of a progressive, practical work. The first de- 
pends upon the blood of Christ, the second is related to the 
Word of God. Paul clearly states this relationship to the 
Word in Ephesians 5:26 where he writes, “That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word.” 

It must be remembered also that this work of sanctification 
is only for those who have received Christ as Saviour. The 
ministry of the Book is designed only for those who have 
come to the Lord by the blood. And this truth finds its 
best illustration in the Old Testament economy. The priests 
came to the brazen altar of sacrifice before they came to the 
brazen laver for washing. The altar, where the sacrifices 
were offered, illustrates the one sacrifice of Christ which 
justifies forever. The laver, where the priests were to wash 
their hands and feet daily, illustrates the daily washing of 
the Word which is to issue in practical sanctification. But 
the order must be preserved, altar before laver. And like- 
wise, one must be saved, or sanctified positionally, before 
he can be sanctified practically. 

It can be seen from this that a believer’s growth in grace 
is directly dependent upon his daily study of the Word 
of God, for the Word is the means of progressive sanctifica- 
tion. The Word must be read, as Paul tells young Timothy 
in 1 Timothy 4:13, “Till I come, give attendance to read- 
ing ....” The believer also must meditate upon the Word. 


(Continued on page 45) 
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MORAL VALUES IN PUBLIC EDUCATION 





Moses and Jesus have as much right to be heard in our 


public schools as Darwin and Dewey, and even more so 


tion has failed to give adequate emphasis to moral and 

spiritual values. The one-sided emphasis on the descrip- 
tive sciences, concerned with what is, to the neglect of the 
normative sciences, concerned with what ought to be, has led 
to a disillusioning result. Despite the high promise which 
education held out a half century ago for a better world, 
we live in the twilight of morality: an increase of crime, 
sex perversion and license, liquor consumption, narcotic 
addiction. This deterioration of morality modern education 
not only has failed to arrest, but has evaporated its power 
to deter because of indifference to the claims of the moral 
and religious life. Education loosed from moral earnestness 
has led, on every level, to efficient bestiality; its academic 
product is mankind skillfully educated in everything but 
moral and spiritual realities, and consequently the implica- 
tion that the realm of values is a mediocre and trivial in- 
terest. 


The Progressive Myth . 

This unconcern with the religious and ethical life was 
in large measure the fruit of a naturalistic and evolutionary 
philosophy which underlay much of our modern educa- 
tional theory. The present crisis in the area of values is, 
to a considerable extent, the gift of progressivism in educa- 
tion. The progressive myth that values are only relative and 
evolving, and never universal and absolute, produced a 
generation whose sensitivity to the spiritual and moral was 
dulled. It denied absolute respect for anything, Moses and 
Jesus included; no commandments were acknowledged to 
be due obedience at all times and places from all men un- 
der all circumstances. 

Today two facts are more obvious than they were a gen- 
eration ago to many observers in the field of education. 
One is that the neglect of the moral and spiritual, coupled 
with efficiency in the sphere of the sciences places man 
readily in the service of the demonic and of the destructive. 
The other is that the relativizing of values has a great deal 
in common with the philosophy on which the strong-arm 
ideologies of Europe—Fascism, Nazism and Communism— 
operate. Both of these realizations are investing the dis- 
cussion of values with a new urgency. 


| ee is today a growing recognition that public educa- 


This paper was first presented during a panel discussion on “Moral 
and Spiritual Values” before the Los Angeles County School Trustees 
Association meeting at Long Beach City College. Dr. Henry is Professor 
of Theology and Christian Philosophy at Fuller Theological Seminary. 
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By Carl F. H. Henry 


Warnings Unheeded 


The long-standing warnings of educators, against the 
deletion of these concerns from public education, have been 
vindicated. Horace Mann, father of the American public 
school ‘system, indicated that he would rather resign his 
vocation than permit the exclusion of instruction in the 
Bible or religion from the schools. Former president Nich- 
olas Murray Butler of Columbia University complained in 
1934 that separation of church and state was being inter- 
preted by many American educators in a manner which 
placed public education on the side of the pagan and 
irreligious forces of our nation: Dean Luther Weigle of 
Yale Divinity School then warned that the secularization of 
public education not only imperiled the future of religion 
among the people but, along with this, the future of the 
nation, and emphasized that education which gives no place 
to religion is not neutral, but exerts its influence against 
religion. 

The democratic way of life presupposes, after all, a cer- 
tain way, and excludes other ways, and unless what is pre- 
supposed and what is excluded are forever opposed, democ- 
racy may glide into its opposite. If there are no fixed and 
changeless values, but competing values may be equally 
valid in different times and places, then there is no assurance 
that Nazism and Marxism need always be regarded as 
wicked, nor that democracy is a permanent ideal. 

Today there is arising an almost universal favor for 
moral and spiritual emphasis in American education. Not 
only classical education, but also progressive education, is 
now concerned more and more to teach the fundamental 
moral values of our culture. 

But it is important to notice that the reasons for this are 
quite different. 

The classical view champions abiding moral values which 
are to: be unquestionably accepted, because their validity 
and authority are transcendent to human experience. Some 
deeds and some courses of action, it contends, are forever 
good or forever bad, and not matters only of cultural con- 
sensus. The statements “thou shalt not kill” or “thou shalt 
not steal” or “thou shalt not commit adultery” are forever 
true; these Commandments are as inviolable as the multi- 
plication table. One does not establish their truth by trial 
and error, but they are a fixed and unchanging yardstick of 
conduct in all centuries and nations. Moral values are not 
the products of experience, but rather are norms by which 
experience is to be guided and evaluated. 
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Values as Tentative Guides 


The progressive view repudiates final and ultimate values 
and teaches only those moral attitudes which are socially 
prevalent, not as values which are forever fixed, but merely 
as tentative guides, subject to revision if social experience 
revolts against them tomorrow. In The Public Schools and 
Spiritual Values, the seventh (1944) yearbook of the John 
Dewey Society, the plea for values is coupled with indiffer- 
ence to the supernatural, with pragmatic validation, and 
with a studied avoidance of absolutes. 


We deal with the question of values only half-heartedly 
unless we lay bare this fundamental difference between 
progressive and classic education. The progressive passion 
for moral and spiritual values now on the horizon must not 
be confused with the classic emphasis on a changeless ethical 
and spiritual order. It is only a partial gain, when educa- 
tors admit that the school curriculum one-sidedly ignores 
the moral aspects of the cultural enterprise, while at the 
same time they refuse to raise the question of a permanent 
scale of values. To require of young people absolute devo- 
tion to ethical ideals which need not be binding on all 
people in all places can only lead to a distrust of all moral 
claims. The value of values is betrayed in the very profes- 
sion of devotion to values when this situation prevails. 
When no values are ever permitted unquestioning accept- 
ance, the lie soon prevails that values have only a question- 
able existence. 


The Basis of Moral Life 


That a pragmatic attitude toward morality best secures 
a genuine place for values in practical affairs should be a 
disillusioning theory even for those willing to learn from ex- 
perience alone, if the consequences of progressive education 
in recent decades may be observed. The withering of moral 
earnestness, the decline of ethical virility, are among the 
most prominent features of an age in which progressivism 
has dominated educational theory. The deterioration’ of 
the moral life, and not merely a lapse from ethical standards, 
follows when their absolute basis is denied. 


There is no effective way to reverse: this situation except 


to exhibit the basis which the moral life has in the struc- 
ture of reality. If modern education deals earnestly ‘with 
the subject of moral and spiritual values, it cannot avoid 
an emphasis on that unchanging spiritual world which it 
has obscured in recent centuries. The will of God must be- 
come again a central factor in the curriculum. It must be 
said with all candor that John Dewey was deceived when 
he asserted that belief in the supernatural is a stumbling- 
block to progress. Ignorance of the supernatural is our 
great barrier to progress, and for this ignorance of absolute 
spiritual and moral realities in modern education judgment 
should begin at the house of Dewey. The teaching of special 
courses in ethics, and the leavening of other classes with 
absolute principles, which fell into disfavor as the notion 
arose that no such principles could any longer be revered, 
cannot be compensated for by an enthusiastic dash of ethical 
verve here and there, but only by the affirmation of change- 
less moral values and the exhibition of their religious 
sanction. An educational program which has promoted the 
relativity of values, if it faces up with the crisis in values 
earnestly, has no alternative but to repent of its husks and 
to return to the home of absolute values and eternal truths. 
If there are no fixed principles of social existence, then 
moral absolutes must be banished (and progressive educa- 
tion has been proficient in doing precisely that); if there 
are, moral relativism must be repudiated. If contemporary 
education really has a concern for moral and spiritual 
values, it will devote its energies to becoming definite and 
concrete about them, exhibiting their inner compulsion, 
until the modern student senses the power of the moral 
order with the same intensity as he senses the power of the 
hydrogen bomb. 


Source of Human Rights 

Into our value-vacuum some educators today are tempted 
to insert those human rights upon which the United Na- 
tions are insisting, since these give promise of an imposing 
unanimity, at least in the free world. This circumstance 
raises, even if unintentionally, the important question of 
the source or sanction of human rights. If a specification of 
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Despite the fact that broadcasters give station announcements 
every fifteen minutes and that clocks are visible in nearly every 
business block, about 50,000 New Yorkers spend five thousand 
dollars every day to telephone for the correct time. And in spite 
of the fact that the Bible has all truth, and that the water of life 
can be had free for the taking, the people of the world spend 
infinite pains and labors in hewing out for themselves leaky 
cisterns (Jer. 2:13), that will hold no water, and going aside 
after all sorts of strange gods at the cost of their immortal souls. 
And, by the way, if you want to know what time it is, “Now is 
ihe accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 
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Forgiveness Is Incredible! 


What we have done is done, and 
God alone can assess, much less arrest, 
the consequences of our sinfulness 


us in his story Ninety-Three, a cannon breke loose from 

its moorings on a French man o’ war, and on its four 
wheels it went careening about the deck as a gathering 
squall rocked and tossed the vessel. In its frightful anima- 
tion it shot forward, stopped as if to meditate, whirled 
around, slipped away, reared, banged, killed and exter- 
minated. Who was to fetter this amazing engine of destruc- 


(): hundred and sixty-one years ago, Victor Hugo tells 


tion? So precipitate and unpredictable were its thrusts and - 


pitchings that the seamen cleared to another deck. At 
length one daring man, who with keen eyes had watched 
for his opportunity, rushed forward and with an iron spike 
holding one wheel in leverage, pinioned the metal monster 
long enough for other men to come and chain it back. 

The courageous action had been watched by a general 
who was a passenger on the ship, and when the captain 
lined up his men so that honor might be done to the brave 
gunner, it was the general who took a medal from the cap- 
tain’s breast and with it decorated the hero of the hour. 
A cheer broke from the lips of all the seamen. 

But the sea was boisterous. A gale was threatening, and 
the devastation had been enormous. “The inside of an in- 
furiated elephant’s cage would not be more completely 
demolished.” Five men had been killed in its mad career, 
the mainmast had been cracked, and the corvette showed 
gaping wounds to which a storm would prove fatal. With 
the men still standing where they had cheered the heroic 
gunner, the general now gave a strange command. He 
ordered a firing party to come forward. Pointing to the 
dazed gunner with the medal on his breast, the general 
declared, “Now have this man shot!” 

The cheering was succeeded by dismay, and in the death- 
like silence it was explained that the same gunner by his 
criminal carelessness had been responsible for the ruin and 
the havoc wrought by the cannon moved by the restless sea. 
With a glimpse at the truncated bodies of his comrades, 
dead through his negligence, and at the coming storm and 
the no longer seaworthy vessel, the chief gunner bowed his 
head, and added, “Let it be done.” His courage was hon- 
ored, and his culpability was punished. 

That a story like this should cause in our minds a feeling 
of distress is a measure of the influence that the Christian 
gospel of God’s forgiveness has had upon our minds. We 
have grown up with sentiments of mercy, and it requires 
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an effort to grasp the fact that the consequences of a man’s 
carelessness have gone out beyond his power to recall. 

The truth is that the man of today has quite lost touch 
with that serious view of life which all the world’s great 
literature enshrines. The great Greek tragedies, and Shake- 
speare, and Victor Hugo, Dostoevski and Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne, all tell us solemnly that crime is followed by punish- 
ment and causes have their consequences. Great tragedy is 
the working out in character and then in destiny and doom 
of some fatal flaw, and never is the wrack and woe a private 
matter. As the Scripture says, “That man perished not 
alone in his iniquity.” 

It is not often that a saying from the lips of our Lord’s 
enemies catches a gleam of light that our eyes should wel- 
come, but once the Pharisees murmured a truth that is a 
lightning flash. “Who can forgive sins but God only?” That 
was their axiom—an axiom they did not carry further in 
their thought, alas—and now we are prepared to recognize 
its truth. No general or judge of mortal mold can reach a 
hand through space or time either to arrest or to annul the 
evil that has gone abroad through one man’s action or in- 
action. No disinfectant men have yet dispensed has power 
to take the poison from the words that we have sent forth 
on the resounding air. If the dire consequences of our sin- 
fulness are to be assessed, much less arrested, it must be 
by God only. 


The Past Cannot Be Undon 


One of the most reverberating sayings of the Son of 
God bears upon this question of our human guilt and 
might be the means of disturbing modern man’s complac- 
ency: Our Saviour said that rather than he should face the 
charge of polluting and infecting the mind of a little child, 
it were better for a man that his corpse should be at the 
mercy of tide and wave and marine creatures at the bottom 
of the ocean, so that at least the salty sea might exercise a 
disinfecting ministry. 

What we have done is done, as a sleep-walking queen or 
as a conscience-tortured preacher from great books declare. 
Our courts of justice make endeavor to safeguard the com- 
munity’s life, and sometimes the issues baffle man’s best 
intelligence. Even a president cannot forgive. The human 
situation is too complicated for a mortal man. In Victor 
Hugo’s greatest story, Javert, the chief of police, has all his 
life been absorbed in the task of tracking criminals and 
bringing them to justice. But when at last Javert’s own 
life is saved, and saved by a man whom Javert would have 
arrested and yielded up for punishment, so great a conflict 
is set up within the mind of Javert that he halts irresolute. 
Give up his rescuer? That would be wrong. Leave him at 
large, a menace to the community? That must be wrong. 
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And in his somber pages Hugo tells us that Javert took his 
appeal beyond a human court. Dimly he was groping God- 
ward, baffled by this strange impasse. 

“Who can forgive sins but God only?” The Pharisees 
had seen one gleam ‘of promised dawn, but against Him 
who is this dark world’s light their minds were closed. 
Christ was God, cleansing sin’s foulness and giving the 
conscience peace. The paralytic was forgiven and also 
walked. But we anticipate . . . The Pharisees were blind. 

Forgiveness seems incredible, impossible—such is the re- 
port from merely human story. But now let us follow out 
another word. What if the initiative were taken by the all- 
knowing and all-holy God Himself? Might we believe it is 
God who Himself came forth to pardon? Prophets and 
psalmists are agreed on this. Apostles and evangelists pro- 
claim the thing is done. From Christ’s own lips the words 
went forth: “It is finished.” 

Incredible! you say? Yes, you are in better company if 
with Martin Luther and John Bunyan you exclaim “Im- 
possible” than if you lightly brush the thought of sin from 
your mind. Rather keep company with David when he soaks 
his bed with tears. But better still open your heart to what 
the Spirit of God declared in classic words from Micah’s 
lips. ‘Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his 
heritage? He retaineth not his anger for ever, because he 
delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, he will have com- 
passion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou 
wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” (7:18, 19). 

Could anything more far-reaching and more unambigu- 
ous be uttered? “He delighteth in mercy.” “He will subdue 
our iniquities.” And in case there is still one trembling 
and disbelieving soul, God makes the final pronouncement 
the most inclusive of all: “Thou wilt cast all their sins into 
the depths of the sea.” 

Sometimes when [ am pondering on the great wonder 
of the inspiration of the Scriptures, I imagine to myself 
that perhaps some early scribe or copyist might have 
nodded and been careless~might have omitted some little 
word. But there is one little word that it would have been 
nothing less than a catastrophe to have forgotten or left 
out. It is that important and indispensable word “all.” 
“Thou wilt cast their sins into the depths of the sea?” No, 
that would leave me still tormented. You must see to it that 
God’s all-inclusive mercy is fully stated. “Thou wilt cast 
all their sins into the depths of the sea.” No word was 
used so freely by the apostle Paul. No word meant more to 
David. Yes, God is described as One who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases. Tell the whole 
world that God’s yearning is for men to come within the 
orbit of His grace so that He might have mercy upon all. 

God took action—that is what the gospel declares. It was 
not enough to feel kindly toward us rebels. It was not suffi- 
cient to write His kindness in the sky or in the flowers. It is 
by a great deed that God blotted out the crime sheet that 
spelled our doom. Christ took that indictment out of the 
way by nailing it to His cross. When there was no eye to 
pity, and our own heart in its anguish might have sunk into 
despair, God was active on our behalf. God sent His Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh to deal with sin, and condemned 
sin in the flesh. That is why to the penitent thief Christ ex- 
tended unhesitating pardon when He said, “Verily I say 
unto thee, today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 
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There is not an audience assembled anywhere but some 
heart in it entertains its dark fears and forebodings. There 
is always at least one soul that cries out, after costly mis- 
takes and miserable years, saying to us preachers, “Tell me 
once again that He delighteth in mercy.” Is there no balm 
in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Then declare with 
resonant voice God’s double cure for sin, and tell people 
that in Christ God will both subdue their iniquities and 
also cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. 

There remains a necessary word to be added concerning 
the incentive to gratitude and faith and service that God's 
free pardon creates. 


A Mighty Incentive 

In a lecture about education, C. $. Lewis of Oxford once 
said a striking thing. Recommending teachers not to imagine 
that young people have merely to be held back, as though 
they were exuding energy, but rather have to be brought 
alive so that they begin to get moving, Lewis cryptically 
said, “The task of the modern educator is not to cut down 
jungles but to irrigate deserts.” The saying could be applied 
to many churches: instead of having to restrain something 
over-luxuriant, our business is to get anything growing! 
And the mightiest incentive is the pardoning grace of God 
that meets us in a crucified and risen Saviour. It is not that 
somebody in the church had been kind to us, not that 
the mayor of the city or the governor of the state has done 
something we will not forget. Our gospel is that God who 
inhabiteth eternity, the great and lofty One who sees with 
eyes like a flame of fire, has pardoned us fully and received 
us graciously, and has made us a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. God has done it—there would be no authority for 
believing this possible unless it came forth from God's own 
lips. But that is where we heard it. It was the voice of 
Jesus that said it: “Let not your heart be troubled.” “Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” “Neither do I condemn thee, Go 
and sin no more.” 

The pulsation of glowing gratitude to such a Saviour is 
not a momentary emotion. The wonder of God's forgive- 
ness grows with the years. It is only after we have tasted 
the Heavenly gift that we awake to discover how grievous 
was our sin. As a living theologian has said, “Sin scorches 
us when it comes under the light of forgiveness, not before. 
Sin scorches us then.” It is by the wounds in our Saviour’s 
hands and His side that we spell out in tears and eager 
obedience the greatness of the peace He gives. 

Nothing will release new energies of sacrificial giving and 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


World Council of Churches opens Evanston Assembly 
with widely differing views on the theme--Christ Our Hope; 


Rome forbids all participation in the gathering 


By the time this issue of ETernity 
arrives in your hands, the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of 
Churches will have convened at Evans- 
ton, Ill. 

The very fact that representatives of 
more than 160 denominations of Chris- 
tendom from every continent are meet- 
ing is newsworthy in itself. Under the 
stirring banner, “Christ—the Hope of 
the World,” are those who represent 
many different nations and hold diver- 
gent theological views. Whether one ap- 
proves or not, there is no denying that 





there is vitality to the ecumenical move- 
ment. There quite evidently is a strong 
desire in many hearts for a church 
united and possessing a single voice. 

There are many views about the 
World Council of Churches and what 
the end product of ecumenism will be. 
There are churchmen who feel that the 
ecumenical movement as expressed in 
the World Council is the greatest de- 
velopment in the recent history of the 
church. Others feel that it is another 
step toward complete apostasy. 

Clifford P. Morehouse in a recent is- 
sue of the Episcopal Churchman has 
something to say about the word “ecu- 
menical” and the significance of the 
World Council as he sees it: 

“Ecumenical, in its modern sense, may 
be defined as pertaining to the whole 
Christian fellowship, especially to those 
common aims and activities in which a 
large number of Christian communions 
join together in a mutually representa- 
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tive organization. No modern ecumeni- 
cal body is so universally representative 
that it could formulate a creed as did the 
Council of Nicea; but there are many 
areas in which an ecumenical body can 
express the common mind of separated 
Christian communions, in order to make 
a common Christian impact upon a 
largely pagan and materialistic world. 
That is the function of the Ecumenical 
Movement today. 

“The principal organ of the current 
Ecumenical Movement is the World 
Council of Churches, described in its 
constitution as a ‘fellowship of Churches 
which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as 
God and Saviour.’ 

“Several things should be noted about 
this simple but significant constitutional 
definition. The World Council is not an 
organization of individuals but of 
Churches, which are represented by 
delegates apportioned roughly according 
to size and officially appointed or elected 
by the religious bodies they represent. 

“Nor are all Churches that ‘profess 
and call themselves’ Christian Churches 
invited to send representatives. The 
test of eligibility is a simple one, but it 
goes to the essence of the Christian 
religion. Only those Churches are in- 
vited ‘which accept our Lord Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour.’ . . . It ex- 
cludes those which regard our Lord sim- 
ply ‘as a good man’ and who deny His 
divinity.” 

But behind the scenes there has been 
a deep struggle between the representa- 
tives of divergent theological views who 
have sought to summarize a common 
view of the Christian hope. Right here 
it was shown very painfully that the 
theological differences of the various 
groups was deeper dyed than anyone 
had realized when the theme for the As- 
sembly was chosen at Toronto back .in 
1950. 

The First Report of the commission 
assigned to prepare a statement on the 
theme of the Assembly resulted in a 
document to which evangelicals could 
subscribe heartily. But this gathering 


showed, too, that the Continental theo- 
logians and the American liberals were 
miles apart. It was plain that the Ameri- 
cans had no stomach for the doctrine of 
the second coming of Christ. One Con- 
tinental leader said, ‘““We know that our 
American colleagues speak much of the 
first coming of Christ. What troubles 
us is, we cannot be sure they affirm His 
second coming.” 


Thus, the Assembly has opened with 
a wide divergence of theological and 
philosophical views behind the facade 
of organizational unity. 


Then there are other disturbing. fac- 
tors. Much hue and cry has been raised 
by the highly vocal separatists who have 
opined that the presence of church 
leaders ‘from some of the Iron Curtain 
countries means that the World Coun- 
cil is under Communist influence. 

It is true that some of these be- 
leaguered theologians from the Con- 
tinent have condoned the new order 
with more zest than Christians living 
in the freer West approve, but there is 
no question about the basic orthodoxy 
of at least some of these men. It is un- 
likely that the political views of the 
churchmen from Red lands will have 
much impact upon the gathering at 
Evanston. 

Another major aspect of the Assem- 
bly is the official refusal of the Roman 
Catholic Church to participate in the 
conclave even to the point of sending 
observers as has been the practice at 
previous ecumenical meetings. Far too 
many Protestant and non-Roman church 
leaders have hoped wistfully and naively 
that the Roman Catholic Church might 
one day see the wisdom of joining in 
the world church movement. This Rome 
will never permit except on her own 
terms. 

It is impossible to predict the outcome 
or the significance of the Evanston 
gathering. It probably will not achieve 
the idealistic goals of its strongest pro- 
ponents nor create the dire tragedy 
prophesied by the alarmists. 
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ROME AND ECUMENISM 

Without mentioning the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of 
Churches the Roman Catholic Church 
through Cardinal Stritch, archbishop of 
Chicago, has forbidden both its clergy 
and laity from having any participation 
in the gathering now in session at Evans- 
ton. 

The cardinal’s admonition was set 
forth in a fifteen-page pastoral letter 
addressed to members of his archdio- 
cese but it was plain that the orders ap- 
plied to Roman Catholics generally. 

Cardinal Stritch said in his letter that 
“there are men outside the church pro- 
fessing the Christian name who deplore 
the divisions which exist among them. 
They talk about setting up and estab- 
lishing a Christian unity, or, as they 
sometimes say, a unity of Christian ac- 
tion. They gather in international or- 
ganizations; they hold congresses, con- 
ventions and assemblies. 

“Quite naturally,” the letter added, 
“the question arises in your minds, what 
should be the opinion of a Catholic, 
what is his attitude with regard to these 
organizations and their activities? The 
answer of the church to this question 
is: the Catholic church does not take 
part in these organizations or in their 
assemblies or congresses. 

“She does not allow her children to 
engage in any activity of conference or 
discussion based on the false assumption 
that Roman Catholics too are still 
searching for the truth of Christ. For to 
do so would be to admit that she is but 
one of the many forms in which the true 
church of Christ may or may not exist. 

“Now this unity, clear and obvious 
as it is, exists in the church of Christ to- 
day. It is found in the Roman Catholic 
Church and in her alone. She and she 
alone is the true church of Jesus Christ.” 


NEW FREEDOM FOR ITALY? 

New legal rulings have opened the 
way for a growth of evangelical churches 
in Italy, Dr. Giacomo Rosapepe, Rome 
attorney, told a Christian gathering. re- 
cently in Washington. 

Rosapepe, who has represented Italian 
Protestant groups in several court tests, 
said that as a result of the rulings the 
principle of religious freedom is being 
established in Italy and the evangelical 
movement is showing steady gains. 

Italy’s highest court in June ruled 
that the Assemblies of God were entitled 
to official recognition by the Ministry 
of the Interior. Rosapepe represented 
the Pentecostal group in its long battle 
for recognition by Italian authorities. 

Pastors and workers associated with a 
number of Protestant groups have been 
arrested frequently and a number of 
churches have been closed by police who 
continued to enforce laws enacted dur- 
ing the Fascist regime. 
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Back from his European tour, Evangelist Billy Graham stopped off in Washington to speak at 
a breakfast attended by Congressmen and Senators. Here he is shown talking to House 


Speaker Joseph W. Martin, Jr. 


NEWS CHAIN REPORTS ON REVIVAL 

A surprisingly sympathetic syndicated 
article which deals with the oft-repeated 
pronouncement that the U. S. is experi- 
encing a revival of religion has been 
prominently displayed in the Scripps- 
Howard newspapers of the land. 

The survey article was the work of two 
writers, Phyllis Beardsley and Jerry 
Maher, and the basis for the reported 
findings came largely from their studies 


of evangelical witness in various parts 


of the U. S. 

“A new kind of evangelism is giving 
Christianity a shot in the arm today that 
it hasn’t had since the days of Luther, 
Wesley and Calvin. 

“Exciting, vibrant, constantly on the 
lips of its believers, it has won more 
converts in 50 years than any move- 
ment since Luther tacked his 95 proposi- 
tions on the Wittenberg church door. 

“Laymen are its new element, its atom- 
age crusaders, fighting the infidels of 
modern backsliding, part-time Chris- 
tianity and altered doctrines. 

“Its leaders are the evangelists, men 
and women whose color and showman- 
ship draw larger crowds into a tent in a 
vacant lot than all of Hollywood's 
glamor can pull into filmdom’s plushest 
palaces. 

“We have spent two months studying 
this phenomenon, looking at it with the 
cold eye of the reporter and with the 
inquisitive mind of the student of all 
religions. 

“We talked with ministers, govern- 
ment officials, Hollywood stars and plain 


people seeking an anchor in a shaky 
world. 

“This is their story—the story of 
people to whom ‘being good’ isn’t 
enough, to whom faith in Christ alone 
is salvation.” 

The writing team proceeds then to 
speak of the world-wide ministry of 
Billy Graham, the evangelism of Howard 
Butt, and the activities of the Hollywood 
Christian Group. Favorable comments 
are made about the crowds attending 


, Moody Memorial Church, First Baptist 


Church in Dallas and Chattanooga’s 
Highland Park Baptist Church—all evan- 
gelical centers. 


Among many others the Christian 
confession of President Eisenhower, 
Senator Frank Carlson of Kansas and 
many movie stars is described. A good 
word is said for the activities of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, Cam- 
pus Crusade and Youth for Christ. 


AWAKENING IN HAITI 

Haiti, always regarded as Roman 
Catholic, is rapidly becoming a Protes- 
tant community, according to reports 
from responsible sources in that land. 

Even Roman Catholic officials admit 
that Protestant strength represents about 
half the population. The Roman Catho- 
lic population includes large numbers 
of voodoo worshipers. 

A few months ago, it is reported, two 
women in Port au Prince initiated 


_ prayer meetings starting at 3 A.M. and 
‘going from house to house. Soon the 


(Continued on page 34) 
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The Three Mightiest 


God never allows the forest to 
obscure the trees. He never loses the 
individual in the crowd 


Ezekiel in which this vital truth is strikingly emphasized. 
If, God says, and He says it four times over, if He has 
occasion to send war or pestilence or famine upon Jerusa- 
lem, and if, at the time of the dreadful visitation, Noah or 
Daniel or Job be in the city, He will see to it that no harm 
of any kind comes to them. 
Noah and Daniel and Job! The conjunction of names is 
wonderfully suggestive. It proves that God is not tyrannized 
by historical perspective. Writing at that moment, we should 


T= is a most impressive passage in the prophecy of 


never have dreamed of associating those three names. Noah’ 


had been dead for thousands of years; Job had been dead 


for thousands of years; but Daniel was actuaily living; he . 


was one of the Hebrew captives down in Babylon. 

No man, cherishing any respect for historical perspective, 
would have inserted the name of a living man between two 
such ponderous names as those of Noah and Job. If I am 
speaking of the world’s great military leaders, I may in- 
stance Alexander and Caesar and Napoleon: it would never 
occur to me to include the name of any man now living. A 
commander now living may or may not merit inclusion in 
such a list: but I instinctively feel that it is too soon to 
assess his relative value and importance. If I am speaking 
of the world’s classical writers, I may mention Homer and 
Dante and Shakespeare: it would not occur to me to include 
the name of an author now living: I should feel that, bril- 
liant as a contemporary might be, it was impossible as yet 
to see him in his true historical perspective. But God has no 
such scruples. He sees time in the light of eternity. And, 
when He makes up His list, He does not hesitate to set the 
name of Daniel, the living captive, between the names of 
Noah and Job. 

A prayer meeting was being held by the colored people 
in one of the Southern States of America. “O Lord,” ex 
claimed the leader, in the course of his prayer, “we bless 
Thee for the glorious company of the apostles!” “Glory be 
to God!” shouted a devout old Negress at the back of the 
hall. “And we bless Thee,” the leader continued, “for the 
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By F. W. Boreham 


goodly fellowship of the prophets,” “Glory be to God!” the 
old lady cried again. “And we bless Thee,” the good man 
went on, “for the noble army of martyrs!” “Glory be to 
God!” called the enthusiastic woman a third time. “But,” 
proceeded the leader, adopting a more subdued tone, “but 
they’re all dead, O Lord, they're all dead!” “Glory be to 
God, that’s a lie!” shouted the old lady, and the interjec- 
tion was greeted with a thunder of Hallelujahs. 

The old lady was right. We, blind as we are, may find 
it impossible to say whether or not we have today military 
leaders of the stamp of Alexander or Caesar or Napoleon, 
or writers of the quality of Homer and Dante and Shake- 
speare; but God is not blind. Distance lends no enchant- 
ment to His view nor does proximity awaken His contempt. 
The mere fact that Daniel is alive at the moment does not 
militate against his accurate appraisement in the divine 
judgment. When God makes up His list of three, He not 
only finds a place for Daniel, but makes that place the 
central place—Noah and Daniel and Job. 

That is very beautiful. A man has not to be dead in order 
to be great in the eyes of the Lord. When He makes up His 
list of three, He may easily say, Moses and John Smith and 
Paul; or David and Mary Brown and John the Beloved 
Disciple; or Abraham and Thomas Johnson and Mary, the 
sister of Lazarus; or Elijah and Ruby Robinson and Peter. 
John Smith may be only a small shopkeeper in a London 
suburb; Mary Brown may be only a shop assistant in New 
York; Thomas Johnson may be only a carpenter at Cape 
Town; Ruby Robinson may be only a busy mother with 
her bevy of small children here in Melbourne; it does not 
matter. God sees the real greatness of Daniel, even though 
he be only a contemporary captive in Babylon, and He sets 
his name between those of Noah and Job, both of whom 
have been dead long, long centuries. 


Is Anybody Dead? 

But perhaps I am distorting the subtle truth that is the 
real glory of the passage. I have said that Noah and Job 
had been long dead, But had they been? Were they dead? 
Are they dead? Is anybody dead? Is there such a thing as 


‘death? 


Is not this the question that underlies that stupendous 
affirmation that Jesus made to the Sadducees? As touching 
the resurrection of the dead, He said, have ye not read that 
which was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God 
of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 
God is not the God of the dead but of the living. 
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What does this mean? It means that, to God, Abraham 
was alive—as much alive as Peter. Isaac was alive—as much 
alive as James. Jacob was alive—as much alive as John. 
And, therefore, Noah and Job were alive—as much alive as 
Daniel. The artificial distinction which leads us to say that 
the ancients are dead whilst we moderns are alive does not 
blur the divine view. He inhabits Eternity; Eternity em- 
braces what we call the Past and what we call the Present 
and what we call the Future. He is equally at home in each 
of the ages. In celestial grandeur He moves familiarly among 
them all. The limits that hedge us about so tyrannically— 


seen as yet, prepared an ark. Far from the water, he built a 
ship. The heathen laughed, but what cared he? God had 
spoken: he believed: and, notwithstanding the apparent 
absurdity of his behavior, he acted on his faith. And, cen- 
turies afterwards, God liked to think about it. If, He says, 
when war and pestilence and famine come, Noah is in 
Jerusalem, My protecting hand shall be upon Noah. 
Daniel is the greatest example known to us of a daring 
faith. He was told that the king had signed a decree for- 
bidding his worship. But what cared he? My Lord, he an- 
swered, is the King of kings! And when he knew that the 

















the limits of Time and Space—do not fetter Him. He dwells decree was signed, he went into his house, and, his windows 
in glorious _ timelessness and spacelessness. Residing in being open towards Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 
Eternity, He feels perfectly at home there. And there—with three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his 
Him in His Eternity—are, not only Noah and Job, but God, as he did aforetime. There was no ostentation: he did 
Daniel; not only Adam and Paul, but I, myself; not only not pray more or pray differently: there was no flinching: 
the Isaiah and John Wesley, but the man who will be born a he prayed just as openly and just as frequently. And God 
lan thousand years hence. The distinction between Noah and liked to dwell upon the thought of it. If, He says, when war 
to Job on the one hand and Daniel on the other is a distinction and pestilence and famine sweep the city, Daniel is in 
” that is rather apparent than real. Jerusalem, My guardian hand shall be upon Daniel. 
put Job is the greatest example known to us of an enduring 
to Noah, Daniel and Job faith. Pain upon pain: trouble upon trouble: loss upon loss. 
jec- But Job held his faith. Though He slay me, yet will I trust 
“If,” says the promise four times repeated, “if Noah, in Him. And, centuries afterwards, God liked to think about 
aad Daniel and Job be in the city, as I live, saith the Lord it. If, He says, when war and pestilence and famine ravage 
ary God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter: they shall the people, Job is in Jerusalem, My sheltering hand shall 
on, but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.” The be upon Job. 
he. most sacred and delicate and precious things of life, that is Noah, Daniel and Job! Each of the three stands in striking 
nt- to say, can neither be inherited nor bequeathed nor con- contrast to the other two. There is scarcely one respect in 
pt. tracted. I cannot receive them as a legacy from my parents: which any two of them are similar. Yet each is very dear to 
sot I cannot communicate them to my childen: I cannot im- God. And so I learn that, in order to please Him, I have 
ine part them to my friends and acquaintances. The body may not to resemble Noah or Daniel or Job—or anybody else. I 
not have ancestors and descendants: the soul has none. Even in must be myself for Him. I must express my affection for 
the the cases of men of the stature of Noah and Daniel and Him, and my consecration to Him in my own way—the way 
Job, the soul stands in splendid and terrible isolation. In that is native to my own temperament and personality and 
ites the presence of God it abides awfully alone. conditions. And if, by His rich grace, I develop my in- 
Tis _ One more question before we close—perhaps the most dividuality along the lines most natural to me, I shall, like 
todd intriguing and baffling question of all. Why, of all the Noah and Daniel and Job, become so precious in His sight 
red saints available for selection, did God choose these three— that, in the day of darkness and disaster, He will make me 
ho Noah, Daniel and Job? His peculiar care and I shall stand, tranquil and undis- 
ae Noah is the greatest example known to us of a believing mayed, amidst the fall of matter and the crash of worlds. 
= faith. By faith Noah, being warned by God of things not END 
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om LOST, Wednesday, February 10th, somewhere over the Pacific Ocean, 
flying westward. That does not mean | lost something on that date, 
but that | lost that day. One moment it was Tuesday and the next 
moment it was Wednesday. We had crossed the international date 
the line, and the day was gone for good. True, | have had some twenty- 
job five hour days and some twenty seven hour days to make up for 
ad? it, but there is something uncanny about losing the day all in one 
as chunk. Yet there are Christians who lose days every week, and hours 
every day—lost opportunities, hours frittered away, time gone that 
pus will be answered for but which never can be recovered. You cross 
ing the sin line—and a day is gone. In fact, there are some Christians who 
hat have lost years that way. The only thing to do is to turn around and 
od go back the other way. That turning around is the true meaning of 
ob. repentance. 
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CHAPTER 9,part 2 


THE ARTICLES OF WAR 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


enmity against God but is definite hatred of man him- 

self. Satan had ground for hating mankind because he 
knew not which baby born might become the Seed which 
would bruise his power. He had further ground for a 
jealous hatred because of the subsequent announcements 
through the Word of God that the Lord purposed to take 
all of the glories and functions with which He had ori- 
ginally invested Satan and place them on some of the 
sons of fallen Adam. These He would lift higher than 
the angels, higher than Satan himself, to the very throne 
to which Satan had aspired. He would give them the place 
and title of sons, and would ultimately call out one group, 
the Church, to be the successor of Satan as prophet, priest 
and king. 


Cain and Abel 


History does not move very far from the garden of Eden 
before we see the working of Satan in the two sons of Adam. 
If Satan can destroy them, he will have obliterated the seed 
of the woman and frustrated the accomplishment of God’s 
designs. Cain was so given over to Satan that the Word 
later says that he was “of that wicked one” (1 John 3:12), 
and therefore slew his brother. Thus death has eliminated 
Abel, and sin has eliminated Cain, for God will not work 
through sin. But God gave the first couple other children, 
established the line of one of these sons, Seth, and the war 


goes on. 


The Race Corrupted 


By the sixth chapter of Genesis, we see that Satan was 
making a determined effort to corrupt the whole of the 
race. There can be little doubt of the fact that the language 
of the first verses of this chapter speaks of a stupendous at- 
tempt by Satan to infect the whole of mankind by demon 
possession. Some of the angels who followed Satan in his 
original rebellion left their first estate and sinned in a yet 
further disobedience of God’s commands. While the Bible 
everywhere teaches that Satan has hosts of fallen angels 
that do his bidding, there is also a statement that certain 
angels have already been confined in the place of their 
eternal punishment. It is further stated that this occurred 
at the time of the flood. “God spared not the angels that 
sinned, but cast them down to Tartarus and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; and 
spared not the old world, but saved Noah” (2 Pet. 2:4, 5, 
Gk.). 

It would appear that the angels that are still free are 
aware of this and seek to avoid what their companions 
have already experienced. The legion of demons in the 


| es is a sense in which Satan’s enmity is not only an 
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manias of Gardara cried out against Jesus, asking if He 
had come to torment them “before the time” (Mt. 8:29), 
and requested that He command them not to go into the 
bottomless pit (Lk. 8:31, Gk. abyss, same as Rev. 20:1). The 
entire human family, with the exception of Noah and his 
household, was evidently corrupted by this irruption of 
demon forces into the earth. How senseless the complaints 
of those who accuse God of cruelty for destroying the world 
when it is understood that He wiped out the most blatant 
attempt to destroy the human race that is on record. The 
flood was an act of the marvelous loving-kindness of God 
in preserving the race intact so that the Redeemer, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, might be born of the Virgin; for certainly 
He could not have become incarnate in the womb of a 
demon-possessed woman. 


Satan’s Hatred of the Jews 


As defeat followed defeat in the war that was now be- 
coming very visible to man, the hatred of Satan increased. 
When the nations were divided at Babel and Abraham was 
chosen as the head of God’s people, he was told that 
through him and his seed all the families of the earth and 
all the nations of the earth—two distinct and entirely differ- 
ent promises—should be blessed (Gen. 12:3; 18:18). Anti- 
Semitism is born of this hatred of Satan for the people 
through whom God is going to demonstrate ultimately the 
triumphs of His righteous government. This phase of the 
battle is summarized in the Apocalypse: “And there ap- 
peared a great wonder in heaven; a woman (Israel) clothed 
with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars; and she being with child cried, 
travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there 
appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great 
red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven 
crowns upon his heads . . . and the dragon stood before 
the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour 
her child as soon as it was born” (Rev. 12:1-4). This is a 
vision summing up all of the struggle of Israel through the 
centuries. Of course, it ends in triumph as the Lord pro- 
vides miraculous power to defeat the enemy. It cannot be 
otherwise when the plan of God is involved, and in this, 
as in all else, the devil once more knew the taste of dust. 


The Fallen Angels Know Their End 


Thus we may follow the hatred of Satan for the family 
of Israel. Nor should we be astonished at this. God tells us 
that the angels of Heaven are careful students of the Bible. 
There are a score of words in the Greek that are translated 
by our word “look.” The word that is used of the angels 
looking at the Scriptures (1 Pet. 1:12), means “to stoop to 
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’ a thing in order to look at it; to look at with head bowed 


forward; to look into with the body bent; to stoop and look 
into; to look carefully, to inspect curiously, as of one who 
would become acquainted with something.” 

Should we then be surprised that the angels of Satan 
should be less careful students of the strategy of the one 
whose enemy they have become? We have just seen that 
demons knew that their “time” was coming. They can know 
this only from the Bible or from the direct announcement 
of God. Thus they must know that their present power over 
this fallen earth is one day to be wrested from them and 
put into the hands of the Jews who are to administer it for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, whom they will then know and 
serve. And there will be no peace established on this earth 
by any league, conference, alliance or union of nations until 
God sends the Lion of the tribe of Judah to reign through 
the instruments He has chosen for the administration of 
this earth. 

Anti-Semitism is one of the most comprehensible things 
in human history when seen against the background of the 
invisible war. It is the most inevitable thing in Satan’s deal- 
ings, just as Satan’s frustration and defeat are the most in- 
evitable in the plan of God. 


Satan Works against Israel 


In line with this same strategy, we see that Satan moved 
David to number the people of Israel against the command 
of God, and thus brought wrath upon the nation. Satan led 
the people to follow false gods, thus bringing the curse and 
the dispersion which enabled Satan to work on the rem- 
nants in isolated and alien circumstances. And today, Satan 
works against the regathering of Israel in the land which 
God has sworn to them. The Arabs block them physically 
from possession of the land while theologically, every de- 
vice is used to bury the truth in obscurity. Some hold that 
the Anglo-Saxon nations are the supposed lost tribes and 
that therefore there are no promises to the Jews. The 
amillenarians take all the promises that belong to the 
Jews and apply them to the Church, leaving the curses, 
as Satan likes to do, for the Jews. The cults of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, the Seventh Day Adventists and others hold vari- 
ous theories that deprive Israel of her kingdom glories. 
But just as the Lord has always fulfilled His promises and 
kept Satan short of his goal, so He will continue faithful 
to the end. He will one day rule this earth through a re- 
deemed Jewry. 


Satan’s Hatred of the Messiah 


When the Lord Jesus Christ was born Satan’s hatred came 
to white heat. We can see the hatred of Satan at every point 
in the earthly story of the life of our Lord. Joseph was 
moved to cast off Mary because he knew that she had not 
been his wife as yet and drew the natural conclusion that 
there was sin on her part. But the Lord manifested Himself 
and Joseph accepted Mary because of this divine revelation. 
The child of promise, the seed of the woman, the branch 
of David, was born, the Eternal Word was made flesh. Satan 
moved Herod to kill all of the babies from two years old 
and under according to the time which he had diligently 
inquired of the wise men. But God had arranged escape 
in advance, and had brought gifts of gold to the family of 
the young child so that a flight into Egypt was made possi- 
ble. At twelve years of age He was left behind in Jerusalem 
among the followers of Satan and the enemies of God. But 
the child was growing up before His Father as a tender 
plant and the Heavenly care was about Him. 

As soon as our Lord was publicly manifested, Satan im- 
mediately confronted Him and sought in the three tempta- 
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Faith is trusting a known person to do a known thing 


tions to turn Him aside’ from the path laid down for Him 
in the counsels with the Father. When he had been routed 
with the sword of the Word, Satan left the Lord, but re- 


turned again and again, both personally and through the: 


religious leaders who had become veritable children of the’ 


devil, to destroy the Lord before He could come to the 


hour of the cross. It was Satan who stirred up the people 
of Nazareth to take Christ to the brow of the hill and 
thrust Him to His death on the occasion of His first public 
sermon. He had announced the doctrine of salvation by 
grace apart from works on the basis of the sovereign will 
of God (Lk. 4), and the heart of man rebelled against it 
and turned easily to the enemy who would exalt the flesh. 
“But he, passing through the midst of them, went his way.” 
Again and again Satan played the old plot with different 
scenes and characters. Sometimes they picked up stones to 
stone Him; they sent officers to arrest Him; their leaders at- 
tempted to incite the people against Him. Always the nerve 
of their action was paralyzed. Their desire was that of the 
carnal mind which is enmity against God. Now, for the 
first time in history, God was visibly before them as the 
object of their hatred. They were the sons of those who 
had killed the prophets, but they themselves would have 
killed their God. He described them fully in the parable 
of the tenants who killed the messengers and when the 
owner, last of all, sent His Son, cried, “This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance” 
(Mt. 21:38). Always He escaped unhurt. He was master of 
every situation. He said, “No man taketh (my life) from 


me; but I lay it down of myself” (John 10:18). 


When human allies failed, Satan moved directly to kill’ 


the Son of God. On one occasion the Lord’s disciples were 
with Him in a boat on the sea of Galilee. They were lifelong 
fishermen who were in their home waters. They had thought 
that there was not a wave that could be unfamiliar to them. 
But suddenly a storm of such fury broke out that even these 
hardened mariners were chilled with fright. They rushed 
to the Lord as He lay asleep in the boat and roused Him 
with their cry of anguish, as they deemed themselves on 
the point of death. “Master, save us; we perish!” The Gospel 
narrative states that the Lord arose at the call of the 
frightened disciples and “rebuked the wind.” Let the 
deniers of Scripture realize that if Satan were not behind 
the power of that storm, then the action of Christ must 
be compared with that of a child who, hurt by stumbling 
against a chair, begins to kick at the chair, crying out with 
petulance against it. But if we understand that Satan had 
raised that storm to kill the Lord Jesus, so that He might 
not live to go to the cross to become the Saviour, we see the 
whole pattern of these attacks, and understand the force 
of the words addressed to the storm, “Peace, be still” (Mk. 
4:35-41). The verb in Greek means “to muzzle,” and in 
ancient domestic life was sometimes addressed to a dog to 
silence him. 

Finally, the prophecies were fulfilled and Satan bruised 
the heel, of the Lord Jesus Christ and had his own head 
crushed in the bruising. We shall study the battle of the 
cross in some detail in its connection with the overcoming 
of the enemy, but we would note here that the redemptive 
work of Christ did not change the nature of the rebel. The 
key to the history of the last two thousand years is the same 
as the key to the history of the times before Christ. We shall 
never understand our own age if we do not comprehend 
the principle of interpretation in which we see Satan attack- 
ing the people of God. He seeks to build up his own king- 
dom, and he attacks the underground of God who remain 
faithful to the absent Sovereign of the universe. 

(Continued on page 40) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


SEPTEMBER 26, 1954 
Living Witnesses 
Matthew 5:13-16; John 1:40-49; 
Acts 4:13-20; 8:4-8, 26-40 
2 Corinthians 5:11-20; 1 Peter 3:13-16 
Devotional Reading: Romans 10:4-15 


DATES AND (1) Matthew. (See last 
SETTINGS week’s lesson). (2) John. 
The event presented in this portion took 
place shortly after Jesus had been intro- 
duced by John the Baptist, at the outset of 
His public ministry. (3) Acts. The early 
Christians declared the Word with boldness 
and faced persecution - im a 
This passage records the first ial perse- 
cution, c. 31-32 A.D., and Peter’s defense 
before the Sanhedrin. Then the later chap- 
ters point out the significance of the spread 
of the gospel to other — beyond Jerusa- 
lem—Samaria and Philistia. (4) 2 Corinth- 
ians. The Corinthian correspondence is 
wider than just the two letters we have in 
the Bible. There were probably five letters 
all told—from Paul and from the Christians 
at Corinth. (See August 22, 1954 lesson for 
details). 2 Corinthians was written from 
Macedonia c. 55 A.D. (5) 1 Peter. This let- 
ter was written by the apostle Peter, c. 63- 
65 A.D., from “Babylon” (5:13), which, as 
many point out, may be rative language 
as in the Revelation, for Rome. Others, 
of course, deny that Peter was ever in Rome. 


INTRODUCTION It is impossible to over- 

‘ estimate the importance 
of personal witnessing. The early istian 
Church develo and grew principally be- 
cause its members were all to share 
with others the news of salvation in 
Christ Jesus. Today, a large portion of the 
Christian Church has lost its zeal for per 
sonal work; it is either disregarded or looked 
down upon as “beneath one’s dignity.” 
Usually, when a is first saved, he 
has a great deal of enthusiasm for win- 
ning souls; unfortunately, however, this 
interest gradually decreases until it is often 
impossible to get a “mature” Christian to 
do much—if any—personal work. Yet, this 
means is more effective than any other, for 
even a pulpit ministry can never do 
the thorough work that individual soul- 
winning can do. The Church has suffered 
because Christians have become lax in this 
important field of endeavor. May it please 
the Lord to allow this lesson to re-stimulate 
us. 





Mr. Ehrenstein is the minister of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia 
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As an outline of the passages, we would 
suggest the following: I. Salt and Light 
(Mt. 5:13-16): A. Savor; B. Illumination. II. 
Personal Work (John 1:40-49): A. Family; 
B. Friends. III. Boldness in Witnessing (Acts 
4:13-20). IV. The Gospel Expands (Acts 
8:4-8). V. Personal Work (Acts 8:26-40): A. 
Strangers. VI. Incentives to Witnessing (2 
Cor. 5:11-20): A. Terror; B. Love; C. Life; 
D. Reconciliation; E. Ambassadorship. VII. 
Readiness for Witnessing (1 Pet. 3:13-16): 
A. Suffering; B. Sanctification; C. The An- 
swer; D. Putting men to shame. 


The Exposition 

MATTHEW Salt, in Biblical times, had 
5:13-16 three principal uses: (1) 
condiment for seasoning; (2) preservative, 
in the place of ice boxes and refrigerators 
of today; (3) antiseptic. The ristian 
surely occupies, at least to some extent, all 
three of these features by his attitude tow- 
ard the world of unsaved men. In a sense, 
the Church is a preservative, as the Holy 
Spirit restrains the wickedness that would 
bregk forth were the Church not here (2 
Thes. 2:6, 7). But, the child of God also 
has the obligation of making the gospel 
palatable to the unsaved world. Don’t mis- 
understand! We dare not accommodate the 
message, Or water it down. But we must 
resent it in a well-seasoned way so that 
it may be attractive rather than repulsive, 
where possible. There are some features of 
the gospel which, of course, can never be 
palatable to the world of unregenerate men. 
And, as an antiseptic, poured into an open 
wound, smarts and burns, so the Christian 
by the faithfulness of his witness to Christ 
may sting — _ the sensibilities of the 
lost; yet from t tem in comes 
healing and salvation. Fhe dgures of the 
light and candle are self-explanatory; the 
ristian must shine forth in his witness as 
a brilliant light in a dark place (2 Pet. 

1:19). 
JOHN 1:40-49 If we find ing in 
life that truly fascinates 
us, we are always ready to tell others about 
it. Principally this should be true of the 
child of when he finds the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It was true of Andrew who im- 
mediately informed his brother Peter of 
what he had found in Jesus of Nazareth. 
Andrew’s fervor must have been sufficient to 
bring a sturdy old fisherman to investigate. 
Would to God that all of the Lord’s people 
had such a contagious ess. Note the 
means by which Andrew approached his 
brother (v. 41). There was conviction! There 
was the total absence of all doubt! But that 
was not enough; Peter had to see for him- 


come to see Jesus Christ, 
isciple even as his brother. 
(v. 43), he went after 
news of 
Messiah’s arrival. Oftentimes folk make the 
claim that they are afraid to witness for 
Christ; they might make a wrong statement. 


self and havin 
he became a 

In the case of Phili 
a friend to tell him the 


This is merely a lame excuse. can use 
our testimony, however faltering it may be. 
As a matter of fact, Philip made a bad 
theological blunder in witnessing to Nath- 
anael—he called Jesus the “son of Joseph” 
(v. 45)—but Nathanael became a follower 
of Christ nonetheless, and learned the truth 
later on. It is to be noted, however, that 
Jesus took the initiative in “starting the 
ball rolling.” He called certain ones and 
caused them to continue the “chain reac- 
tion” by winning others. The initiative must 
always come from God. 


Witnessing can include 
more than just individual, 
pone work; it may involve taking a stand 
or Christ before a large assembled group. 
The early Christian disciples did this be- 
fore the august body of the Sanhedrin, 
causing them to marvel and become aware 
that these men had been with Jesus Christ. 
The singular boldness of these Christians 
(read vv. 19, 20) surely furnishes us an ex- 
ample for our living for Jesus Christ. 


ACTS 4:13-20 


Christ had set the pattern 
for the expansion of the 
gospel witness: Jerusalem ... Judza... 
Samaria . . . uttermost parts of the world. 
The book of the Acts follows this blue- 
print in its story. This particular passage 
outlines the _— of the gospel to Samaria, 
that group of people whom the Jews hated. 
Yet they must come under the sound of 
Christian truth. Note the response (v. 6) 
and their feelings (v. 8). 


ACTS 8:26-40 


ACTS 8:4-8 


Here is one of the most 
beautiful pictures of the 
personal worker in the New Testament. 
This is a further ideal for every Christian— 
the alert, seeking witness, looking for op- 
portunities as the Lord leads to present 
Christ. Much so-called personal work is 
done in the energy of the flesh. Standing at 
the door of a church and asking every 
stranger who passes, “Are you saved? Are 
you saved?” has done more harm than good. 
The true Christian witness will seek to be 
controlled by the Holy Spirit who will 
direct the worker to the needy soul. He is 
the Lord of the Harvest; He knows the 
need of each individual, and the preparation 
of the worker;, we do not. He is aware of 
those who have been made ready for just 
the word you may be able to hg Con- 
sequently, ours is the responsibility of be- 
ing in such close harmony with the Holy 
Spirit that we hear His voice of indication 
and prompting. Philip was such a soul-win- 
ner. Who would have thought to approach 
the gilded chariot of a high official in the 
Ethiopian government? Unheard of! And 
Philip would probably never have gone, 
had not the Holy Spirit pointed out this 
court treasurer. The man was prepared, 
and needed only the final word to con- 
clude the matter. When Philip did this, 
he was relieved of his assignment and sent 
elsewhere. How marvelous are the Spirit's 
workings. 


2 CORINTHIANS Verse 10 speaks of the 
5:11-20 judgment seat of Christ 
where every Christian will give an account 
of his use of his time since being saved. 
Then, in order, we find incentives for serv- 


ice for Christ—particularly, wit- 
nessing: the fear of the Lo v. 11)—i.e., 
the fact that we shall be judged according 


to our works for rewards or loss; the love 
of Christ which constrains us to serve con- 
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sidering that we do not live for our own 
interests (vv. 14, 15); the fact that we have 
new life in Christ and that life, coming from 
Him, belongs to Him and must be dedicated 
to His glory (v. 17); our reconciliation 
brings with it a ministry, or- service, of 
reconciliation—i.e., bringing others to Christ 
for salvation (v. 18); our ambassadorship, 
for we are delegates, sent to represent Christ 
in whatever place He has put us (v. 20). 
This is our field of witness, be it office, 
school, home, store, street, shop or any 
other place. 


1 PETER Particularly notice verse 
3:13-16 15. Here is a motto that 
every Christian ought to have before him in 
his memory. The Lord must be set apart— 
“sanctified”—in our hearts; if He is, we 
shall be ready to answer all who see a 
change in our living, explaining why it is 
so, and how the same hope which we have 
can belong to them as well. If Christ is truly 
at the center of our living, the world will 
notice it in the way we live, and in spite of 
themselves, will wish that such a life were 
possible to them also. This offers the op- 
portunity for faithful witnessing. 


FOURTH QUARTER—OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, 
DECEMBER, 1954 
Wisdom and Worship in Old 


Testament Literature 


GENERAL It has been several years 
INTRODUCTION since there has been as 
definite a series of lessons dealing with the 
books of Job, Proverbs, Psalms and Eccle- 
siastes, as this quarter offers. From time to 
time, one or more passages of these parts of 
the Bible have appeared in supporting roles, 
but for the next thirteen weeks, there will 
be a concerted study of these books alone. 
The lessons are separated into units: Unit 
A—The Search for God (Job); Unit B— 
Everyday Religion (Proverbs); Unit C— 
Prayer and Praise (Psalms); Unit D—The 
Sum of Wisdom “(Ecclesiastes). 


UNIT A—THE SEARCH FOR GOD 
OCTOBER 3, 1954 
Job’s Struggle to Understand Life 
Job 1-2; 19-23 
Printed Text: Job 1:1; 19:7-10; 23:3-10 
Devotional Reading: Romans 8:33-39 


DATES AND Nothing definite is known 
SETTINGS of the authorship of the 
book of Job. All sorts of theories have 
arisen, claiming (1) Moses; (2) some un- 
known writer of antiquity; (3) a writer in 
post-exilic times; (4) a folk tale familiar 
in oral history and finally reduced to writ- 
ing with parts compiled from different 
sources. We do not have the space to go 
into the subjects of date and authorship 
here, but refer the interested reader to one 
of the books on Old Testament introduc- 
tion (e.g., Young or Unger). 


INTRODUCTION Here is a book of human 
suffering at its zenith, and 

great has been the company of God’s saints 
through the years who have derived strength 
from this writing. Sickness, suffering and 
pain are beyond human comprehension 
until it is seen that God has not forgotten 
His own. He permits them to endure afflic- 
tion—allows Satan to trouble them within 
limits—but ultimately, it is still true that 
“all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
The Bible gives us several glimpses be- 
hind the scenes of human understanding, 
to illustrate the encounters of divine and 


Satanic forces (See Dan. 10:12, 13; Lk. 22:31, 
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$2). So, in the. book of Job also, we have a 
startling scene in Heaven—report day! God's 
angelic messengers appear before Him to 
make their reports, and it is to be observed 
that Satan is there too, the obvious implica- 
tion being that he, too, is subject to God’s 
authority, as are all the spirit beings. The 
book teaches clearly that Tisch suffering 
and anguish may well be a part of the life 
of the child of God, nothing may happen 
to God’s people without His permission, and 
He permits only what is for our ultimate 
good and His glory. If we are called upon 
to suffer, we must recall Romans 8:18. Surely 
the tiny little speck of time in which we 
live is nothing compared with the eternal, 
never-ending glory of Heaven beyond. We 
ought to be willing to bear patiently what 
God ordains shall be our lot, for these brief 
few years in the light of eternity. 

A very brief outline for the lesson would 
be: I. Job’s Character (1:1). II. Job’s Ac- 
cusation against God (19:7-10). III. Job’s 
Longing for Fellowship with God (23:3-10). 


The Exposition 


JOB 1:1 In this one verse, we find 

four word-pictures . which 
describe the character of Job. The rest of 
the book can be called an exposition of 
that character as through his trials and 
testing times that character is put to the 
test. First, he was “perfect.” The word sug- 
gests integrity, soundness, wholeness—not 
perfection in the sense of being without 
sin. The Revised Standard Version render- 
ing is good—“blameless.” But Job was also 
“upright”—i.e., straightforward, honest, just. 
He “feared God” not in the sense of being 
terrorized by Him, but having strong rever- 
ence for Him—standing in awe of God. And 
finally, Job “eschewed evil.” He made it 
his business to turn aside from all aspects 
of evil. It was such a person that the devil 
singled out to afflict. How true it is that 
the closer we walk to the Lord the more 
we are apt to be the targets of Satan. He 
has Christ as his main objective for abuse 
and attack, and the nearer the child of 
God comes to the Lord in a life of fellow- 
ship, the greater the chances of being hit 
by some of the darts of the evil one. Yet, let 
it never be forgotten that even the devil, 
with all of his power, cannot touch one of 
the least of God’s children until he has 
secured divine permission. He may slander, 
he may accuse, he may drag character down 
in the dirt; but he cannot bring affliction 
or physical or spiritual harm without God’s 
approval. 


JOB 19:7-10 Job’s afflictions—his loss of 

property and relatives, his 
suffering of body—brought criticism and 
abuse from his wife and his erstwhile 
friends. One by one, they tortured his al- 
ready confused mind with their accusations 
against his character and integrity. He was 
told that he had committed ‘some sin, that 
he was a hypocrite and a -liar, and his 
friends set forth their theories and solu- 
tions to the problem. But Job found scant 
comfort in these incriminations; in fact, his 
agen was justified: “I have heard many 
such things: miserable comforters are all 
of you. Shall empty words have no end?” 
(16:2). Finally, at length, Job found himself 
thinking along the lines of his tormenters— 
that God had cast him off. He had had 
something akin to a “brain-washing” from 
his “friends.” He had come to believe the lie 
that he was destitute and forsaken. He 
placed the blame for his ailments upon 
God (v. 7) not realizing that it was merely 
the permission of God—not His direction— 
that was involved. How often it is that we, 
from our human, finite standpoint fail to 
have an awareness of the divine plan’s be- 
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ing worked out in spite of Satanic opposi- 
tion. Verses 8 and 9 further describe what 
Job felt that the Lord had done to him. 
And verse 10 completes the picture by de- 
scribing his life as being in ruins (the 
Hebrew reads, more literally, “He breaks me 
down on every side,” picturing the ruins 
of a building); there seemed to be no way 
of restoration. Much of his hope—his anti- 
cipation for the future—had been shattered 
like a tree not merely cut down and still 
capable of growing again, but uprooted. 
Yet, how beautiful is the well-known 
passage that describes the faint spark of 
courage that was still planted in Job's 
mind. Though all about him seemed hope- 
less, yet he still clung to that one vestige of 
hope tenaciously: “For I know that my 
Vindicator lives, and that hereafter, he will 
stand up upon the dust; and after my skin 
has been thus destroyed, then from my 
flesh I shall see God .. .” (vv. 25, 26). 


JOB 23:3-10 Finally, we see the expres- 

sion of Job’s longing after 
God. His friends had been encouraging him 
to repent of his sins and return to God for 
forgiveness. Yet Job was convinced that 
it was not some great sin that had brought 
this calamity upon him. Still, he would be 
willing to fellowship with God if God had 
not shut Himself out from his presence. 
“O that I knew where I might find him; 
that I might come even to his tribunal!” 
There are times when, because we focus our 
gaze upon our problems and obstacles in- 
stead of upon the Lord, the difficulties seem 
too great for us, and the heavens appear to 
be as brass. Job had been led by his friends 
to be so preoccupied with his malady that 
he had lost sight of the Lord; yet the Lord 
was very near to him all the time. Job’s 
plea was that he might find the Lord .. . 
present his case before a true judge—one 
who would not jump to conclusions .. . 
one who would understand and be merci- 
ful. How different the Lord would be 
from the “comforters” Job had to contend 
with. But, in his anguish ef soul, Job could 
not find God (vv. 8 and 9). Yet, once more, 
the strain of faith and hope which runs 
through the book put in its appearance at 
v. 10: “. . . when he has tried me, I shall 
come forth as gold .. .” 


CONCLUSION The entire book of Job is 
an excellent psychological 
study of a man faced with trial and testing 
in life. foo could be any one of us, for he 
is very human. Despite the godly life and 
the close walk with the Lord, when hard- 
ship strikes, even the strongest of us falter 
in some degree. And when coupled with 
hardship, the reasonings of non-spiritual 
friends who fail to take cognizance of the 
all-controlling hand of God can bring added 
uncertainty and doubt to a mind already 
perplexed. What a comfort. it is to know 
that, come what may into our lives, our 
God is still on the throne of the universe, 
and upholds all things by the word of His 
power. How wonderful to know that He 
takes a personal interest in each of His own, 
and even when the refining fires may come 
upon us for testing or purification, it is 
that we may come forth from the experi- 
ence more radiant for His glory. The Lord 
knows the end from the beginning, and 
works all things together to bring that end 
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into existence. In our next study, we shall 
see how Job prospered abundantly after his 
experience in the crucible of suffering. 


OCTOBER 10, 1954 
God’s Answer to Job’s Perplexity 
38-42 


ol 
Printed Text: Job 38:1-7; 42:16; 10a 
Devotional Reading: John 14:1-11 


INTRODUCTION No one can possibly come 
face to face with the Lord 
without becoming a different person alto- 
gether. There are many illustrations in 
Scripture of this fact. Moses was an example 
in point. After he had spent some time at 
the summit of Mount Sinai in fellowship 
with God, he returned to his people and 
the Scripture says that his face shone; the 
people sensed that there was something 
different. Isaiah, confronted by the presence 
of the living God in the Temple experience 
(Isa. 6), cried out, “Woe is me; for I am 
undone; I am a man of unclean lips and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
me My eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
of hosts.” This was akin to a conversion or 
transforming experience for the prophet; 
it was his meeting with the Lord. The 
apostle Paul, subsequent to his Damascus 
road encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
was a new man; “old things had passed 
away,” and he wanted thenceforth to give 
himself completely for Christ. 

So must it be with everyone who has a 
real meeting with the Lord: he can never 
be the same again. The lesson for this week 
portrays Job in his audience with the Lord. 
There is no doubt that, oftentimes before, 
Job had been in contact with God through 
his sacrifices, his prayers, his alms. But here 
was a real encounter from which, Job came 
forth in a new, triumphant fashion. 

Sickness, pain and suffering have long 
perplexed mankind, and the usual] question 
that is asked is “Why should a God 
permit His creatures to suffer?” There are 
no simple answers to the question, though 
we may offer a few suggestions. In the first 
place, sickness and suffering are the natural 
offspring of sin which came into the world 
through Adam. All illness, therefore, is in 
the world because of sin, but it does not 
necessarily follow that a person who suffers 
a great deal is an especially great sinner. 
As far as His ple are concerned, the 
Lord often permits sickness to strike to set 
forth His grace as sufficient in the midst 
of suffering, to sustain the trusting child. 
Thus, the child of God becomes “Exhibit 
A” before all the world, showing how a 
Christian can “take” it when the Lord 
stands by him. 

There are times, of course, when sickness 
comes as a direct judgment or punishment 
from God (1 Cor. 11:30) upon those Chris- 
tians who are out of the will of the Lord. 
However, more often, God may use illness 
as a refining fire to bring His own closer 
to Himself. The old cliché that God has to 
put us on our back sometimes so that we 
may look up, is not without justification. 
Then, we may also say that there are in- 
stances in which God permits some of His 
own to suffer merely for His glory and 
nothing more! This may sound harsh, but 
that is what John 9:1-3 tells us. God allowed 
that man to be born blind, to exist in that 
condition—miserable and dependent upon 
others—until Christ came to heal him. If we 
are tempted to think God is unjust, let us 
again remember Romans 8:18 and know 
that whatever suffering we are called upon 
to endure in this brief time on earth be- 
tween two eternities is not worthy of con- 
sideration in the light of the endless ages 
of health and happiness which shall be 
ours in glory. 


September 1954 A 


As an outline of our lesson for this week, 
we submit the following: I. Job Meets the 
Lord (38:1-7): A. The Lord’s questions. II. 
Job Meets the Lord (42:1-6): A. Job’s an- 
swers; B. His humility. III. Beauty for Ashes 
(42:10a). 
JOB 38:1-7 Job had cried out, in re- 
sponse to his friend’s 
taunting, “O that I might find him!” He 
desired to present his problems and 
anxieties before the Judge of all, knowing 
that there he would not be misunderstood. 
In some of the chapters, we find some very 
strong outcries against God which, had Job 
not been dealing with an _ ever-patient 
Deity, would have brought ‘wrath upon 
his head greater than that which he al- 
ready bore. But, at last, Job had his 
opportunity to comune directly with the 
Lord. God spoke to him “out of the tem- 
pest.” The word signifies something tur- 
bulent, tumultuous and violently agitated 
—some phenomenon of nature intended to 
fill Job with awe at the presence of the 
Lord. The question asked by the Lord 
implies two things: (1) that Job’s remarks 
had been spoken in ignorance of the truth 
(“words without knowledge”), and (2) that 
he had, thereby, obscured what should have 
been plain—i.e., that God has a purpose in 
all that He does concerning the world and 
its creatures (“darkeneth counsel”). Each 
of the subsequent questions had a decided 
purpose: to point out to Job that God knew 
what He was doing whereas Job did not! 
With this in mind, we read verse 3, telling 
of God’s preparation of His servant for the 
“quiz session.” 

It has been pointed out that God spoke 
here sarcastically, but it is better to suppose 
that He was merely trying to demonstrate 
to Job, who aparently had a rather high 
opinion of himself, that he was nothing 
after all. “Job—where were you when I 
created the earth? Surely, since you lay 
claim to such understanding of the nature 
of being, you must have been there; yet 
I did not see you!” Something of this 
sense can almost be read into what God 
has asked Job. And then, in verse 5, “If 
you possess knowledge, surely you will 
know who fixed the measures of the earth, 
or stretched the line over it . . . etc.” The 
whole section constitutes a distinct rebuke 
to Job for his arrogance, and a call to 
a humble walk with the Lord. 


What a change in the 
attitude of the patriarch 
is exhibited in these verses. He who had 
exalted himself even in the midst of his 
suffering in a sense of pride, now bowed 
humbly before his Creator. The interesting 
thing about this text is that Job used 
exactly the same ideas conveyed by God 


JOB 42:1-6 


in the passage we have already discussed., 


Verse 2 is his contrite confession: a: 
Thou canst do everything . . . no thought 
can be held back from thee . . .” And then, 
right on top of this brief confession comes 
the repetition of God’s questions—this time, 
returned to Him. It is as if Job were 
reminiscing, and had recalled the very 
question the Lord had asked him (38:2). 
His reply is given in the same verse: “. . . 
It was I who dared question thee, and 
darken thy counsel; I spoke of things I 
simply did not understand—things too won- 
derful for me...” (42:3). In Chapter 38:3, 
the Lord had demanded that Job answer 
the questions He put to him; but here 
(v. 4) Job again had come to the place of 
confession of his ignorance, and responded: 
“Lord, I will ask of thee, and do thou 
declare the answers to me.” 

It is in verse 5 that, perhaps, we have 
one of the most wonderful confessions in 
all the book. Job had known the Lord; 
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of that, there could be no doubt. He had 
fellowshiped with Him, and had sought, 
in his way, to walk before Him. Yet, in 
42:5, we his confession that much of 
his walk had been merely intellectual—“by 
the hearing of the ear.” But, having come 
face to face with the Lord in this crucible 
of chutes. he had now come to know 
= Lord by sight as well as hearing. And 

more, we see the familiar pattern 
described in the introduction to this week’s 
study:—one view of the Lord causes the 
viewer to lose all sense of importance 
f-ing -aageeeeetinray ae ob did 

clear’ 


that very thing, as verse 6 ly tells 

us. 

JOB 42:10a The time of testing had 
come to an end! Job was 


vindicated as he had felt all along that 
he would be (see Job 19:25, where “re- 
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deemer” can be rendered “vindicator”). 
Not only had the Lord dealt with His 
servant Job, but with the “friends” as well, 
demanding that they offer sacrifices and 
seek Job’s prayers. When they approached 
Job, asked his forgiveness and asked his 
prayers, he complied and the Lord re- 
stored twice what he had lost. Thus does 
the Lord do with all of His people who are 
called upon to suffer. Their vindication may 
not be in this life; suffering may well be the 
lot of many of God’s people throughout all 
of their earthly life. Yet, in glory above, 
they shall have restored to them over and 
beyond what they have missed in this life. 


CONCLUSION The discipline of suffer- 
ing! How many lessons 
the child of God can learn from a proper 
attitude toward whatever pain and. illness 
he may be called upon to endure. Sickness 
can be so confining; how often the shut-in 
feels so useless lying on a bed of pain for 
long weeks, months and years. Yet, how the 
sufferer can adorn the grace of God by 
being a living illustration of His tender 
care and watchfulness. How triumphant 
can be the note of victory amid the suf- 
fering, sounded by Paul and echoed by 
thousands of God’s bedridden saints through 
the years: “. . . most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
jap of Christ may rest upon me... 
or when I am weak, then I am strong” 
(2 Cor. 12:9,10). 


UNIT B—EVERDAY RELIGION 
OCTOBER 17, 1954 
The Way of Wisdom 
Proverbs 3-4 
Printed Text: Proverbs 3:1-6; 4:10-15, 18, 19 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 4:10-20 

DATES AND The book of Proverbs 
SETTINGS is a collection of brief 
sayings which express wisdom. This is 
the basic meaning of the term mashal 
translated “proverb.” The book of Proverbs 
is a part of the third section of the Old 
Testament entitled the Kethubim or “writ- 
ings,” made up of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Canticles, Lamentations, Ruth, Ecclesiastes, 
Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah and 
Chronicles. Apparently, while the Proverbs 
are usually attributed to Solomon, there 
were different authors besides Solomon 
himself. Agur (30:1) and King Lemuel 
(31:1) are co-authors with King Solomon, 
and there seem to have been editors— 
the “men of Hezekiah”—who chose some 
of Solomon’s proverbs for publication (25:1). 
However, we may assume that the bulk of 
the book was probably written by Solomon 
(1 Ki. 4:32) who is said to have written 
three thousand of these pithy sayings. 
Solomon lived c. 971-931 B.C. It should 
be noted also that there are some scholars 
‘who hold to a post-exilic date for the 
writing of the book of Proverbs. Again, 
as in the case of our study of Job, we 
would urge interested readers to consult 
either Young’s or Unger’s work on Old 
Testament introduction for further data. 


INTRODUCTION Unit B of the current 
quarter of Sunday school 
lessons deals with the theme of “Everyday 
Religion,” and is an attempt to treat of 
some of the practical issues of Christianity. 
This, after all, is important, for it is not 
so much what we believe that is essential, 
but what does that belief do to make us 
more useful Christians. Frankly, a — 
can sign a doctrinal statement a half-mile 
long and still be one of the most useless 


Christians in God’s vineyard. Many of, 


us need a renewed emphasis on the practical 
side of our faith as well as the theoretical. 
It is this which our lesson endeavors to 
give us. 


As an outline, we might suggest the 
following: I. Keeping the Law (3:1-6): A. 
Results; B. Commission. II. Getting a Good 
Start (4:10-15): A. Training; B. Leading; 
C. Walking; D. Learning; E. Guarding. 
Ill. The True Life (4:18, 19): A. Contrast; 
The path of the just vs. The way of the 
wicked. 

The Exposition 

PROVERBS It is interesting to ob- 
3:1-6 serve that some twenty- 
four times in the book of Proverbs, the 
appellation “My son” appears, indicating 
something of the idea of family relation- 
ship which is involved in the setting forth 
of these proverbs. It is the writer’s pu 

in the section before us to indicate that 
true happiness can be found only when 
a relationship of father and son exists in 
a proper way. Thus (v. 1), we find the 
admonition to keep two things in mind: 
(1) do not forget the law; (2) keep the 
commandments. Three blessings attend the 
observance of these two requirements: (1) 
Length of days; (2) Years of life; (3) Peace. 
These three benefits (v. 2) are to be under- 
stood as including a stretching out, or 
continuance of duration of life in accord- 
ance with the promise of Exodus 20:12; 
that is what “length of days” means. “Long 
life” (literally, “years of life”) suggests 
not only the number of years, but involves 
the fullness of life that is enjoyed during 
that length of time. Peace, of course, sup- 
poses freedom from all that disturbs gen- 
uine satisfaction and contentment. The 
Hebrew looked upon “peace”—both in- 
dividual and _  national—as_ being the 
summum bonum of existence—the ideal to 
be sought after. Here it is promised as a 
result of obedience to the established laws 
set forth by the father to his children. 

Verse 3 speaks of mercy and truth as 
constant companions throughout life. This 
combination is significant. Truth is not 
enough, for truth can damn; mercy must 
temper the judgments which truth is 
forced to bring. If our God were Truth 
alone (John 14:6), every sinner would be 
in Hell, and Heaven would be depopulated 
in perfect justice. But we can be grateful 
that God is also mercy and love, and 
these temper the truth and justice. Our 
text advises that two things be done with 
mercy-.and truth: (1) bind them about the 
neck—i.e., keep them ever before you in 
your Outward dealings with others; (2) 
write them on the heart— i.e., permit even 
the thoughts and intents of the heart to be 
governed and guided by both truth and 
mercy. 

We have already pointed out that verse 
2 offers three blessings which accrue to the 
one who observes the commandments and 
laws of the Lord. Here in verse 4 we find 
a fourth—favor with God and man. It is 
true that the person who is in the center 
of God’s will and favor is not always in 
favor with man. Yet, is it not true that one 
of the reasons for this may, at times, be 
the attitude of the person himself? Have 
you not known folk who undoubtedly are 
walking close to the Lord, and yet whose 
mannerisms just seem to “rub the wrong 
way”? Possibly even without knowing it, 
they maintain a Pharisaical, “holier-than- 
thou” attitude too common among many 
Christian people who may be very sound 
theologically. Such a manner will never 
enable them to be in favor with man. One 
of the things spoken of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in His boyhood is that He grew in 
favor with God and man (Lk. 2:52). This 
might well be a pattern to be followed by 
His disciples. 

With verses 5 and 6, we come to two of 
the most familiar of Old Testament verses, 
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frequently quoted in prayer and testimony 
meetings. May we just call attention to a 
few points in connection therewith. Note 
the “all” repeated twice in the text: “Trust 

. with all your heart . . . in all your ways 
...” That word “all” excludes nothing! 
The word for “trust” implies a leaning 
with the whole being upon the Lord, with 
no confidence in self or one’s own under- 
standing. How often it is that we make 
bold our claim to faith and trust in the 
Lord, and then go about planning our lives 
in our own wisdom and strength. That is 
not what this verse says: “Acknowledge” in- 
cludes much more than merely an intellect- 
ual assent. The whole text speaks of concen- 
trating the entire inner life on a contem- 
plation of the Lord, and thus, as a result, 
giving a willing observance to His will, in 
all things. Only then can we expect the last 
phrase—a promise—to be fulfilled:” .. . 
He shall direct your paths.” 


PROVERBS 
4:10-15 Here is a picture of a 
father dealing with his 
son as he faces life and life’s situations 
and problems. The father reminds the boy 
of his early training—the solid foundation 
in nurture and admonition from the Lord. 
We cannot overemphasize the importance of 
grounding a child in the sacred things 
of the Lord. The Roman Catholic Church 
makes the claim that if they can have 
a child through the early formative years 
of his life, he will be a Roman Catholic 
for life. Naturally, there are exceptions 
to this rule, but for the most part, it is 
very true that childhood years are out- 
standing for the lasting impressions they 
leave throughout life. Thus, the father 
can say (v. 11): “I have taught you in 
wisdom’s way; I have led you in right 
paths.” He can foresee the future—the 
youth’s first steps alone on life’s pathway 
(v. 12). Yet, there is another urgent factor 
to keep in mind. The foundation itself 
is not enough; a perpetual guard day after 
day must be kept. A repeated surrender of 
the will to divine instruction is a vital 
part of godly living (vv. 13-15). Here is the 
place where many fall down, relying on 
their parent’s religion, or their childhood 
Sunday school training alone as sufficient 
to take care of them through life. It simply 
does not work. 


PROVERBS At this point, for our 
4:18, 19 concluding thought, we 
find a study in contrasts—the path of the 
just vs. the way of the wicked. The teacher 
would do well to make a chart with these 
two headings and list the three points under 
each: (1) the shining light; (2) continued 
and increasing brightness—e.g., increased 
spiritual understanding; (3) perfect day— 
completion of the path. (1) darkness; (2) 
ignorance; (3) stumbling. One path leads 
upward to greater heights, the other des- 
cends into the depths of gloom and 
darkness. The child of God certainly travels 
that first path. He is “just” in that God 
has declared him so in Christ. And having 
been started on his road by an act of 
God’s grace, he grows in grace and know- 
ledge of Christ again through the power 
of God’s sanctifying grace; and finally, 
the journey is complete and the perfect 
day is reached when the child of God is 
at home with Christ. But how dismal is the 
other roadway—the descent into oblivion 
and outer darkness. The wicked travel this 
path, and remember that wickedness is 
inherent within every person born into 
this world. The road is shrouded in dark- 
ness—spiritually speaking—that deepens into 
abysmal ignorance as Satan blinds the eyes 
of the unbeliever, only to finally allow him 
to stumble over the brink of ruin and dis- 
aster forever. 
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Racpu L. Kerrer, Book Review Editor 


The Journal of George Fox. Ed. by John 
L. Nickalls. Cambridge University Press. 
xlviii, 789 pp. $4.50. 

If you have never met an absolutely 
free man—free in the liberty of the sons 
of God—you can at least read about one 
in The Journal of George Fox, reprinted 
in a modernized form. Fox was one of 
history’s genuinely fearless men. He had no 
fear of government, which kept him im- 
prisoned for months and years on end 
while he rebuked kings and parliaments. 
He had no fear of mobs who often beat 
him and frequently tried to kill him. To 
a man who was pressing a naked sword 
against his side, Fox said, “Alack for thee, 
it's no more harm to me than a straw.” 
And he had no fear of the brethren whose 
errors and worldliness he exposed while 
scorning to conform to anybody’s “party 
line.” Quakers earned their name honestly: 
they made men quake before God. But 
they did it at the cost of great persecution. 

The Journal reveals Fox as a master of 
Scripture. He knew it well and appealed 
to its authority for his refusal to take 
oaths, doff his hat to men in authority, 
permit marriages to be performed by the 
clergy or acknowledge the right of the 
clergy to take a salary for preaching. Yet 
he knew that the Scriptures were not 
enough in and of themselves. The power 
of the Holy Spirit was needed to supplement 
the truth of the Scripture. Without the 
Spirit, Fox would say, there is no know- 
ledge of Father, Son, self nor Scripture; 
and no unity in the church. The Scripture, 
for Fox, is the words of God but not the 
Word of God, which is Christ. It was from 
his doctrine of the Holy Spirit that Fox 
derived his famous theory of the Inner 
Light. Every man is supernaturally illum- 
ined by Christ the Light. If he responds 
to the Light, he sees himself as sinner 
and the atoning blood of the Saviour. 
But if he rejects the Light and _— 
darkness to it, he stands under the judgment 
of the lost. It is interesting to compare 
Fox’s theory of the Inner Light with that 
of some modern Quakers. 

But if Fox’s doctrine of the Spirit was 
important, his life in the Spirit was far 
more so. Fox was a mystic in the real, 
New Testament sense of that word. The 
Lord spoke to him through visions, pre- 
monitions, dreams, direct guidance. Fox 
lived in the Spirit and to read his Journal 
is to live again in the atmosphere of the 
New Testament. 

CuLsert G. RUTENBER 


My Christmas Book. F. W. Boreham. 
Zondervan. 79 pp. $1.50. 


Here is a little volume filled with rich 
Christmas blessings for all who read it. 
The author has penned a dozen articles 
(actually little stories) that will become 
classics by their own rights, and join those 
that have become: traditionally connected 
with the Christmas season. As the writer 
recalls incidents in his own life as well 
as significant events in history, he brings 
forth some of the great emotions that are 
summoned by the holiday of holidays. 

The secret of the loveliness of this book, 
however, is to be found in its presentation 
of the true meaning and spiritual signi- 
ficance of the birth of the Babe of Beth- 
lehem. The Saviour’s claims are beautifully 
set forth in every article. It will be helpful 
to all. Those who love Christian inter- 
pretative writing will especially enjoy its 

Pastors will find excellent illustra- 
tions for Christmas messages. 
Warren H. ScHUH 


Simon Peter. M. R. DeHaan. Zondervan. 
185 pp. $2.50. 


A familiar subject is presented in a new 
and attractive manner by the well-known 
pastor of the Radio Bible Class. The author 
does not attempt an exhaustive study of 
the life of Peter, but rather chooses certain 
great incidents whereby he may illustrate 
Simon as sinner and Peter as saint. 

A number of important Biblical doctrines 
are presented simply and understandably 
in this helpful book. However, the believer's 
two natures are dealt with particularly, and 
in such a way that those concerned about 
victory and giving an effective testimony 
will find much food for thought. 

WarreEN H. ScHUH 


Plain Talk in an Arctic Chapel. Knute Lee. 
Augsburg. 182 pp. Paper, $1.50. 


This reviewer is not at all impressed by 
books of sermons; he believes that there are 
entirely too many of them on the market 
today which are not worth the paper and 
ink it took to print them. But this is a 
book which is different; in fact, it is just 
what its title indicates: “plain talk.” 

Most of us have heard and read quite a 
bit about the project in Thule, Greenland, 
where a group of men were sent to build an 
air base. Some of our national magazines 
carried the secular side of the story and 
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there (March 1953). Now, Lutheran civilian 
chaplain Knute Lee has given us an ac- 
count of his trip to Thule and a collection 
of straightforward, hard-hitting messages 
which he gave to the hardened men who 
were on the mission. 

Those who have been in the armed serv- 
ices know that the only way to reach people 
with the gospel—whether in or out of the 
armed services—is to speak on their level; 
talk their language. This is precisely what 
Chaplain Lee has done in these fourteen 
splendid sermons preached from August 
1951 through November 1952. No one can 
say the men in Thule did not get the 

1. Those who enjoy reading sermons 
will want this book, of course; but even 
those who, like the reviewer, have a strong 
distaste for conventional “sermonalia,” will 
find much food for thought here. 

HM. 3. E. 


The Holy Spirit’s Ministry. Edited by C. 
Wade Freeman. Zondervan. 149 pp. $2.00. 


A series of addresses which were given at 
the evangelistic conference of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas this year. The 
general theme, as the title indicates, con- 
cerned the Holy Spirit and His ministry 
among men, and was interpreted by South- 
ern Baptist preachers, teachers and evan- 
gelists with the exception of Dr. Sidney 
Powell, recently of Boston’s Tremont Tem- 
ple. The messages as a whole are not par- 
ticularly outstanding in character, but will 
undoubtedly bring blessing to many who 
read them. Incidentally, there is one medi- 
tation by Billy Graham which his many 
admirers will appreciate. 

H. H. E. 


The Gospel in Ezekiel. Thomas Guthrie. 
Zondervan. 395 pp. $2.95. 


Silver-tongued oratory and deep spiritual 
Bible study are combined as Dr. Guthrie 
reveals the gospel in Ezekiel. From a few 
verses in one chapter of the prophet, 
twenty-two burning messages are penned 
for our spiritual benefit. This is another 
Zondervan reprint classic, making it possible 
for the present-day Christian to sit at the 
feet of an able Bible expositor who lived 
in another era. 

Man is shown as sinning, suffering, the 
object of divine mercy, justified, converted 
and possessing a new life. At the same time 
the author presents chapters on God's 
punitive justice, His motive in salvation, 
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His mercy, wisdom and holiness as illus- 
trated in salvation. There are messages 
on prayer, the blessedness of the saints 
and the security of the believer. All of these 
deep truths are so vividly illustrated that 
your heart will rejoice in a new understand- 
ing of them. 

The unsaved should be brought under 
conviction through the reading of this 
book and the Christian will receive in- 
tellectual as well as spiritual blessing in 
its pages. Pastors and Christian workers 
will enjoy this unusual presentation of 
the gospel from the Old Testament. 

WarrEN H. SCHUH 


The Nature of Christian Worship. J. Alan 
Kay. Philosophical Library. 115 pp. $2.50. 
The author of this book tries to present 

from the liturgies of the church, from the 

Bible, from psychology, and from his own 

experience what true worship should be. 

In the first of the four chapters, he deals 

with the content of worship, presenting 

very clearly the part that offering, receiving 
and making request have, as well as adora- 
tion and praise. The second chapter shows 
the proper relationships necessary for and 
resulting from true worship—between the 
church and God, between individual and 
individual, between the individual and God. 

The writer uses the last two chapters to 

discuss the means of worship, emphasizing 

symbols with special explanation of. the 
communion service. 

Although there are many thought-pro- 
voking discussions that may help to promote 
true worship, there are also statements that 





would not satisfy the Bible-believing wor- | 


shiper. Dr. Kay seems to depend more on 
the standards of the church, shown in the 
liturgies and in the hymns, than on the 
Bible. He even questions some of the 
writers’ statements, and his words show 
that he holds to the idea of various writers 
of the Pentateuch. There are some other 
statements that would not please many 
Protestant believers—the application of the 


word “priest,” the recognition of the use | 


of ikons and images, of confessions to 
saints, of commemoration of the departed 
and of other similar symbols to secure the 
proper spirit for worship. 

R. Iona LystTER 


The Unfolding of the Ages. Paul R. Alder- 
man, Jr. Zondervan. 148 pp. $2.00. 


This volume on prophecy is the work of | 


a lay Bible teacher and preacher. It treats 
the prophetic truths from five main points 
of view: (1) Prophecy Introduced; (2) 
Prophecy Fulfilled; (3) Prophecy to Be 
Fulfilled; (4) Prophecy Being Fulfilled; (5) 
Prophecy Applied. 


The work is well outlined and suggestively | 


annotated. It is not wordy and muddy; but 
concise and clear. 

The author provides an appendix which 
amounts to a glossary of commonly used 
prophetic terms in addition to a key-out- 
line of Matthew 24-25. There is also a key- 
outline of the book of the Revelation and 
a tabulation of the relation of the Second 
Coming to other doctrines of the Scriptures. 

Mr. Alderman is a premillennialist who 
uses Revelation 1:19 as the key to that book 
and who places the rapture in that writing 
at chapter 4:1. If the reviewer might make 
a suggestion, a complete Scripture index 
would enhance the value of this book 
greatly. 

Doucias B. MAcCorRKLE 

The Climax of the Ages. Frederick A. Tat- 

ford. Marshall, Morgan & Scott. 270 pp. 
$4.00. 

Studies in the prophecy of Daniel have 
been increasing in our century and rightly 
so. While some demonstrate the author's 
flare for the sensational, this volume is 
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Knowland, names 1960 as the deadline 
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The step-up of Communist efforts in 
Asia means that our time for preaching 
the Gospel in Japan, Formosa and Korea 
may be tragically short. 
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campaigns of Scripture distribution and 
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solidily written and a substantial challenge 
to the eager student. 

Writing as a premillennialist, Dr. Tatford 
points out that Daniel’s main subject’ is 
the times of the Gentiles. Further, that 
“Daniel's prophecies regarding the end-time 
relate to the period subsequent to the re- 
moval of the Church from the world at the 
Second Coming of our Lord.” Thus he in- 
dicates that the “most important feature 
of the futurist interpretation is the placing 
of the present dispensation as a parenthesis 
between the sixty-ninth and seventieth 
weeks of Dan. 9.” 

One of the great assets of this book: is 
the numerous expansions on the history 
contemporary to the various visions. The 
book provides a careful translation by verses 
and paragraphs immediately preceding the 
expositions. Good indexes of subjects and 
Scripture references are combined with the 
closing bibliography to make the volume 
usable in continued study. 

Generally speaking, this is a good basic, 

pular guide to the prophecy of Daniel 
rom the premillennial point of view. 

Douctas B. MacCorkLe 


Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible. 
Charles J. Ellicott, Editor. Volumes IV 
and V. 577 and 609 pp., respectively. 
Zondervan. $5.95 each. 

Here are the final two volumes in this 
set of commentaries on the whole Bible, 
written by outstanding Bible teachers of a 
past generation, and capably edited by 
Charles John Ellicott. Volume IV covers 
the books of Job through Isaiah in a very 
thorough treatment of each book. Volume 
V expounds Jeremiah through the last of 
the Minor Prophets, Malachi. 

As with the previous volumes which were 
reviewed in these columns, each Bible book 
has an introduction; a verse-by-verse (and 
often word-by-word) exposition with many 
splendid, thought-provoking ideas that 
stimulate the mind to further study and 
exploration; and appendices when further 
treatment beyond the realms of the actual 
textual commentary is required. 

The Commentary may be purchased by 
the single volume, or as an entire set, with 
considerable financial advantages. The pub- 
lishers are to be strongly commended for 
making this excellent set available to the 
general reader and student of the Word 
once more. Indeed, every Christian home 
could well benefit from possessing Ellicott’s 
Commentary to supply information sought 
from time to time in Bible study. 

H. H. E. 


The Book of Isaiah. George L. Robinson. 

Baker. 175 pp. $2.50. 

Dr. Robinson is a Professor Emeritus of 
Chicago’s Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary, a well-known Bible teacher and au- 
thor. He has given to us in this Book of 
Isaiah a brief but important work on the 

rophecies of the “prince of the prophets” 
in the Old Testament. The book was origi- 
nally published in 1910, revised in 1938 and 
again this year when the author added 
some material on the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

The book begins with a biographical 
sketch of the prophet himself, a bibliog- 
raphy of study books on Isaiah—most of 
which are, unfortunately, very old and 
out of print. Then follow an analysis of 
the whole book in outline form suitable for 
insertion in one’s Bible; a chart on the 
times of Isaiah; a chronological table with 
which some will differ, of course. The criti- 
cal problem relative to the unity—or dis- 
unity—of Isaiah is discussed and the writer’s 
position—one author, Isaiah the son of 
Amoz—is set forth. The remainder of the 
book is devoted to a study of the geo 
cies of Isaiah, briefly treated in simple para- 
graphs, yet each filled with concentrated 


truth. There is an- important discussion of 
the “Servant. of the Lord” age os and a 
series of review questions, apter-by- 
chapter. An index concludes what can very 
profitably be used as a text-book for classes 
in this great Biblical book. 

We have no hesitation in recommending 
this book strongly to all who wish a con- 
cise study of Isaiah. 

H. H. E. 
The Seven Laws of Teaching. John Milton 

Gregory (revised by Bagley and Layton). 

Baker Book House. 129 pp. $1.75. 

Since the original book, first published in 
1884, had presented so clearly the factors 
that govern teaching, the revisers tried to 
“retain both the form and substance of the 
original.” They made alterations only to 
make additions or changes suggested by re- 
cent educational developments. 

Dr. Gregory started with the premise that 
any teaching situation has the following 
elements: the teacher, the pupil, the lan- 
guage used, the lesson to be taught, the 
process of teaching, the process of learning, 
and some type of test or review. From this 
he develo the law to. govern each, ex- 
plained the philosophy behind each law, 
stated some common-sense suggestions to 
follow, and warned against common mis- 
takes made by teachers. 

Although not couched in modern educa- 
tional terms, the fundamentals back of suc- 
cessful teaching are given in such a way 
that any teacher may profit by the reading, 
whether that teacher be a beginner or an 
expert, one teaching in Sunday school or 
one in a more formal setting, one who 
strives to follow the older principles of 
teaching or one who must be right up to 
the minute. Everyone who really wants 
pupils to learn should read this book. 

R. Iona Lyster 
The Consuming Fire. Oswald J. Smith. 

Zondervan. 151 pp. $2.00. 

There is generally no need to commend 
a book that has been written by so well- 
known a person as Oswald J. Smith; his 
books are always challenging and dynamic. 
This one is no exception. It consists in his 
lectures on evangelism at Bob Jones Univer- 
sity in 1953, and suggests the qualifications 
for evangelism and the evangelist; speaks 
of evangelism in action—what it involves; 
discusses the difference between evangelism 
and revival; offers ideas for the inquiry 
room. In short, the book presents a good 
coverage of the general theme written in 
Dr. Smith’s conversational style and sup- 
ported by his choice illustrations. 

H. H. E. 
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James: Faith in Action. G. Coleman Luck. 

Moody. 124 pp. $.35. 

This paper-bound book has joined the 
company of other Moody Colportage books, 
as No. M251, and offers a brief and simple 
study of the epistle of James. There is not 
much available study material on this con- 
troversial epistle from an evangelical stand- 
point, and especially from the point of view 
of the average reader who does not read 
Greek. By those who desire a popular pres- 
entation of the truths of this letter, Luck’s 
volume will be appreciated. 

. H.E. 





HROMADKA 
(Continued from page 7) 


lieve in the Second Coming of Christ 
and expressed his dismay at this fact. 
He said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is 
coming back to this earth, personally, 
to establish His kingdom here. When I 
recite the Apostles’ Creed and say, ‘From 
thence He shall come to judge the liv- 
ing and the dead,’ this is what I mean. 
With a growing joy I wait for the com- 
ing of my Saviour and Lord. This return 
of Jesus Christ is the true hope of the 
world. This eschatological emphasis of 
our theology is not pessimism. On the 
contrary it is the most glorious optimism. 
Jesus Christ might come back today. We 
live in history but we are not the masters 
of history and of time. He is the Master 
of history and of time. As we look into 
the future we are not looking into a 
vacuum. We are seeing at the end of 
history, the Lord Jesus Christ, crucified, 
tisen and coming again. This is what I 
am teaching all the time.” 


I asked him if he held to the truth 
that when the Lord Jesus comes again 
He will restore the Jews and fulfill the 
promises made to them in the Scriptures. 
He replied, “My theological opposition 
to anti-Semitism is that the Bible has 
many promises for the Jews that are yet 
unfulfilled. The moment we disregard 
this we undermine our own Christian 
position. I have recently heard an ad- 
dress by an American theelogian which 
took a stand against this position. This 
has greatly distressed me and my Euro- 
pean friends. The Lord Jesus is coming 
again personally. The end of the New 
Testament is a paragraph that cries for 
the return of the Lord. ‘Even so, come 
quickly Lord Jesus.’ As a young professor 
[ chose this verse as one of the founda- 
tions for all my theological development 
and I hold most dearly to this truth.” 


Brothers in Christ 

It is very probable that if we had 
pursued our conversation into minor 
points of theology and especially if we 
had left the field of doctrine for that of 
economics, we might have found that 
we differed sharply on some points. But 
when we had concluded our talk to- 
gether I took his hand and said, “I find 
that we are brothers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, redeemed by Him and called to 
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serve Him.” He replied, “We are indeed 
brothers in Christ and this is the most 
important thing in all the world.” 

It gives me great joy as the Editor of 
ETERNITY, to present these truths about 
a brother who I believe has been bitterly 
slandered. It gives me great sorrow that 
there are Christians who have been so 
eager to pursue a fixed idea that they 
have failed to get to the truth that ani- 
mates this great man who lives today in 
such a difficult position. 

It should be realized that Dr. and Mrs. 
Hromadka and their family were living 
in the United States where Dr. Hrom- 
adka was teaching in theological semin- 
ary at the time Czechoslovakia became 
Communist. Dr. Hromadka could have 
remained in the United States in what 
is a comfortable life with a good salary 
and a position of honor as professor of 
theology in one of the world’s leading 
theological seminaries. Mrs. Hromadka 
liked America. The easy way would 
have been to stay here and no one would 
have criticized them if they had chosen 
American citizenship and the easy life. 
Dr. Hromadka, however, decided that 
his place was to return to his homeland 
to take a place of leadership in the 
Protestant Church in his own country 
and to suffer with his own people. 

I am sure that all who name the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in Spirit and 
in truth will have the deepest sympathy 
for this modern Comenius as he leads 
the Bohemian church behind the Iron 
Curtain. He walks, day by day, down a 
path that leads into a future that has 
darkness in it. But he is animated by 
the glorious hope that the true light is 
in his heart, and that the light will pre- 
vail with the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ who redeemed him, and whom he 
seeks to serve. 


ENnpD 
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NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 5) 


for people who aren’t theologians. In- 
cidentally, we hope to have more from 
this capable writer in the coming issues. 


Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, professor of 
Theology and Christian Philosophy at 
Fuller Theological Seminary, deals with 
a subject that should concern thinking 
Christians. There is no froth in Dr. 
Henry’s contribution. 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, a colleague of 
Dr. Henry’s at Fuller and one of the 
best known Bible teachers in the U. S., 
has promised us a chapter of his forth- 
coming book dealing with the Second 
Coming of Christ. We hope to publish 
this in the October issue. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 19) 


houses would not contain the thousand 
or more praying and singing people, who 
were compelled to hold their meetings 
in the open air. 


HARD TIMES IN ISRAEL 

News from Israel suggests that emi- 
grants are not finding the Promised 
Land flowing with milk and honey. 

Many of them are so disappointed 
and disillusioned with conditions in 
Israel that they are trekking back to 
Europe and America. They found the 
life there hard in the extreme and the 
struggle for existence a bitter one. Re- 
cently a ragged band of 67 bitterly dis- 
illusioned Israelis, fleeing their land of 
promise, were caught smuggling them- 
selves into—of all places—Germany! 
They declared that conditions in Israel 
as far as labor was concerned were “not 
too different from life in the concentra- 
tion camps.” The result is that the State 
of Israel is now losing more settlers 
than it is taking in, 34,000 having al- 
ready left. 


LUTHERAN APPROACH TO ROME 

One of the strangest developments in 
this mixed-up world is the attitude of 
Lutherans in Germany who favor reun- 
ion with the church of Rome: 

A book entitled, To See Peter, a 
Lutheran Minister's Journey to the Eter- 
nal City, credited to the Rev. Richard 
Baumann, a Lutheran pastor of Frei- 
burg, Germany, has been receiving wide 
circulation. In spite of an evangelical 
note’s being sounded from time to time, 
the volume is essentially a prolonged 
plea for his church to rejoin the Roman 
church. 

Baumann is apparently ready to re- 
turn on Rome’s terms, including Mari- 
olatry, acceptance of the Pope as 
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Christ’s Vicar on earth and agreement 
with the Roman concept of the mass. 
Shades of Martin Luther! 


THEY DON’T BELIEVE THEIR ADS 

The publicity concerning the harmful 
effects of smoking cigarettes is beginning 
to have some effect, according to Time 
magazine. An advertising trade magazine 
has polled 2,200 advertising and market- 
ing executives. Of the 1,500 classified as 
smokers, thirty-five per cent have cut 
down on their smoking and twenty-three 
per cent have cut it out completely. 


HOW TO HALT ROBBERIES 

Jim Vaus, one time gangster who 
turned evangelist is credited with turn- 
ing the minds of two men intent upon 
the break-in of a jewelry store in Pem- 
broke, Ontario. 

The men, according to their story, 
Ross Lloyd and Normand Gauthier of 
Montreal, both ex-convicts, had traveled 
from coast to coast in search of work, 
finally ending up in Pembroke, tired, 
hungry and desperate. 

Wanting to go straight, but seeing no 
other alternative, they “cased” the jew- 
elry store and had planned to smash 
the window in the early hours. What was 
to happen after that was not too clear 
in their minds but they felt they had the 
one means to prosperity they knew. 

While wandering about town putting 
in time, they saw several posters adver- 
tising the Jim Vaus meetings and “Why 
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1 Quit Syndicated Crime.” With the 
thought of putting in time, they went in 
and heard the message. 

This message made sense to these 
down-and-outers. Here was a man who 
had quit crime himself, knew all the 
angles and had given up all to follow the 
Lord. The jewelry store job was put off 
and they stayed in town to return the 
next night to the Vaus meeting. 

When the call came for those who 
wanted to accept Christ, Gauthier and 
Lloyd went forward and expressed a de- 
termination to lead a new life. The next 
day they confessed their intentions and 
volunteered information to the police. 


KESWICK FOR CHICAGO 

A “Keswick” convention for the Chi- 
cago area is being planned for October 
23-31 in the Moody Memorial Church, 
according to a council of evangelical 
ministers just formed. 

The program has already listed as 
speakers interdenominational Christian 
leaders from England, Canada and all 
parts of the United States.. Meetings es- 
pecially for youth will be addressed by 
Britain’s number one evangelist, Tom 
Rees. 

The Rev. Alan Redpath, pastor of 
Moody Church and chairman of the 
ministers’ council, pointed out that the 
emphasis, like that of the English Kes- 
wick, will be the application of doctrine 
to daily conduct, emphasizing the New 
Testament conception of the unity of 
all believers in the risen life of Christ. 
One of the days of the conference will 
be entirely devoted to world missions. 


REVOLUTION IN AERONAUTICS 

Trail a canvas bag behind your plane 
on a 1,500 foot rope, circle at 600 feet— 
and you have a new air-to-ground de- 
livery system. 

Sound simple? It is. This revolution- 
ary technique, which can make any fixed 
wing plane potentially as maneuverable 
as a helicopter, was demonstrated re- 
cently at a small airport near Chicago. 

The Rev. Paul Robinson, director of 
missionary aviation at Moody Bible In- 
stitute and Paul Wertheimer, instructor, 
took off from the Moody-Wooddale air- 
port in a 65 horsepower Piper tandem 
training plane to show newspaper, radio 
and television reporters, military and 
civil aviation authorities just how the 
thing works. 

When the plane was in the air the 
canvas bag or “bucket” was let out of the 
cockpit to the extent of the rope—1,500 
feet of sash-cord, operated on a hand 
winch, was used in this case. The bucket 
trailed horizontally behind the plane un- 
til Robinson, the pilot, began to circle 
at about 600 feet. The .circle was some 
1,000 feet in diameter. As they circled 
the canvas bucket began to spiral down 
and finally landed gently on the ground 
and remained there as long as the plane 
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circled. The bucket was now the lowest 
point of a huge, invisible cone. 

The bucket can be landed within 
inches of any desired spot. A big white 
X on the ground was the target for 
Robinson and Wertheimer and they hit 
it every time. - 

Medical supplies or other equipment 
could thus be lowered to isolated mis- 
sionaries in the jungle, or standard ex- 
plorers, or a hard-pressed company of 
GI’s where perhaps even a helicopter 
couldn’t land. 

During their demonstration, Robinson 
and Wertheimer lowered a magnetic 
telephone in the bucket and carried on 
an air-to-ground conversation which was 
relayed over the loud speaker system for 
the benefit of spectators. 

This radical and amazingly simple 
technique was discovered by Nate Saint 


-who is a missionary aviator—a “bush” 


pilot missionary—in Ecuador, South 
America. He has used this device a good 
deal in his work in the jungle. 


TOO MANY GO TO CHURCH! 
Speakers at a meeting of the Central’ 


Committee of the Yugoslav Communist 
Party complained that too many party 
members in rural districts still were go- 
ing to church. 

In discussion of ways to combat 
church-going, a party leader from Mace- 
donia called for publication of a series 
of popular “scientific” booklets to win 
the masses away from religion. 

Among the 70,000 Communists purged 
from the party rolls in the last 16 
months, it was reported, were cases of 
“religious feeling.” One person purged 
at Kragujevac, Serbia, it was said, even 
became a “religious mystic.” 
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YOUTH FOR CHRIST GROWING 

A ten percent increase last year in the 
number of Youth for Christ rallies held 
in this country and abroad was reported 
to the tenth annual Youth for Christ 
International Convention at Winona 
Lake, Ind., by Theodore W. Engstrom, 
executive director. 

He said the rallies now are held in all 
48 states and in 79 foreign countries 
while the YFC High School Club pro- 
gram, with 1,500 clubs, is operative in 
41 states and several overseas lands. 

Engstrom also said the movement is 
reaching servicemen through the YFC 
Missions to the Military and that the 
YFC Women’s Auxiliary Relief Ministry 
last year sent 750,000 pounds of cloth- 
ing to the needy over the world. Slightly 
more than half of last year’s $617,000 
budget was sent overseas to help in the 
world missions program, he added. 

Preliminary plans for a seventh World 
Congress on Evangelism to be held at 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, next April were dis- 
cussed at the meeting. 

National champions in five fields of 
teen-age evangelical activity were picked 
at competitions during the convention 
between regional winners from various 
areas of the country. 

Gerald Brubaker of Lancaster, Pa., 
was named best teen-age preacher; 
Brandt Gustavson of Rockford, IIl., best 
teen-age song leader; Doris Baillie of 
Kansas City, Mo., best girl devotional 
speaker; Katy Kemphefner of Wichita, 
Kans., best girl song leader; and a team 
from Los Angeles, won the teen-age 
Bible quiz. 


A-PLAN FOR INDIA 

Indian Christians and foreign mission- 
aries have proposed that a committee be 
set up to handle problems arising be- 
tween the missionaries and the Indian 
government. 

Its purpose is to smooth relations be- 
tween the government and foreign Chris- 
tian missionaries, which have deterior- 
ated considerably since India won it’s 
independence in 1947. 

Missionaries have been accused of 
mixing in politics and of buying con- 
versions from among the poorer classes. 
These charges have been denied by re- 
sponsible Christian leaders. 

A statement submitted to President 
Rajendra Prasad admitted that prosely- 
tism is degrading both to religion and 
to the persons undergoing it, but de- 
clared Christian missionaries did believe 
in conversion and had “no apologies” 
for trying to bring it about. 

The statement denied that foreign 
Christians performed social duties and 
helped the poor with a view of “hook- 
ing” them into conversion. 

In seeking establishment of a com- 
mittee, the Christian group said foreign 
missionaries repudiated the offering of 





inducements: for conversion and added 
that they wanted to play no part in 
politics. 

It also was agreed that missionaries 
ought to encourage loyalty to the gov- 
ernment and should not attack the faith 
of others. 

Although most complaints against 
missionaries have come from politicians 
outside the government, the Nehru ad- 
ministration itself has declared it wants 
evangelical work limited to Indian na- 
tives, on the theory that these are better 
equipped to instil a sense of nationalism 
among tribes whose assimilation into 
the Indian nation is far from complete. 

Government spokesmen have said that 
foreigners should limit their activities 
to medical, agricultural, educational, 
health and other social welfare work. 


ONLY SOLUTION TO MAU MAU 

The Christian Council of Kenya 
Colony has formed an organization to 
help the colony’s churches play a major 
role in wiping out-Mau Mau beliefs 
and ending the state of emergency. 

S. A. Morrison, the Council’s general 
secretary, said the organization would 
cooperate with the government and lo- 
cal authorities in the task of spreading 
Christianity throughout the colony. 

The movement is being pushed in 
the belief that the problem posed by 
the Mau Mau, native African terrorist 
organization, is spiritual and psychologi- 
cal as well as political and economic. 

The Council decided to act after be- 
ing asked by the colony’s government 
to help in rehabilitating natives who 
had come under Mau Mau influence. 
Sir Oliver Lyttelton, British Colonial 
Secretary, also had asked the churches 
to help. 

A special section of the organization 
will concentrate on the African areas of 
Nairobi and another on women and 
youth of the Kikuyu tribe. 


A CORRECTION AND AN APOLOGY 

A series of circumstances, which we'll 
not attempt to describe, caused this 
magazine to carry an item in the August 
issue which contained embarrassing er- 
rors. That’s putting it mildly for we an- 
nounced that two ministers had been 
called to two important churches and 
in neither case was this true. 

We stated that Dr. Harold L. Fickett. 
Jr., pastor of the First Baptist Church. 
Pomona, Calif., had accepted the call to 
Tremont Temple Baptist Church. Dr. 
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Fickett had been approached by the pul- 


‘pit committee of the noted Boston 


stronghold of the faith but he decided 
not to permit his name to be considered. 
Thus he continues to serve his congrega- 
tion of 3,000 in Pomona. 

In the second instance we stated that 
the distinguished Scotch leader, Dr. W. 
Fitch, contributor to The New Bible 
Commentary, had been called as minister 
of Knox Presbyterian Church, Toronto. 

To the congregations of Knox and 
Tremont and to the two servants of 
Christ involved, we offer our sincerest 
apologies. 

ANSWERED PRAYER IN COLOMBIA 

On May | thousands of evangelicals 
gathered in the churches of Colombia to 
pray for deliverance from the restrictions 
which the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
and the government were seeking to 
impose upon them: and prayer has been 
answered. 

The Constituent Assembly of Colom- 
bia, which was to have modified the 
Constitution of the country, has now 
been postponed until later in the year. 

At the same time, the Evangelical 
Confederation of Colombia continues to 
receive reports of persecution in differ- 
ent parts of the country. Evangelicals 
everywhere are urged not to cease to 
pray during this critical period in Co- 
lombia’s history. 


THE PROBLEM OF UNWED MOTHERS 

A distinguished Oregon physician 
challenged the American Medical Asso- 
ciation—and millions of American par- 
ents—to help solve the problem of un- 
wed mothers. In particular, he said, aid 
is desperately needed for unwed mothers 
who are still in their teens. The prob- 
lem, said Dr. Goodrich Schauffler of 
Portland, is no longer that of the “poor 
working girl” or the “penniless domes- 
tic” as it was fifty years ago. “A much 
higher percentage of unmarried mothers 
nowadays comes from comparatively 
privileged groups—high school students, 
college students, young women with 
good jobs,” he said. 

Dr. Schauffler, associate clinical pro- 
fessor of obstetrics and gynecology at 
the University of Oregon, revealed mod- 
ern doctors are now handling an in- 
creasing number of cases of “maternity 
minus marriage.” In 1938, he said, there 
were 88,000 babies born to unwed 
mothers in this country, while in 1950 
there were 142,000. 

Most of the unwed mothers seen by 
private physicians today are under the 
age of 20. “In the most recent statistics,” 
he stated, “we find that 44% of all 
illegitimate births were to teen-age girls 
from 15 to 20, and about 32,000 of the 
illegitimate live births in 1950 were to 
girls younger than 17.” 

The Oregon doctor put the blame on 

(Continued on page 39) 
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THE DANGERS OF DEMOCRACY 
(Continued from page 11) 


wielded an influence greater than their 
numbers. Puritanism and the Protes- 
tantism of the various Dissenting groups 
were strong forces in our national heri- 
tage. Without this, our democracy might 
have failed before now. A recent edi- 
torial by William Henry Chamberlin in 
the Wall Street Journal clarifies a num- 
ber of matters: 

“Democracy and liberty are often 
treated as synonymous and interchange- 
able terms. This they are not. Democ- 
racy, when mobs have been on the 
march, and revolutionary dictatorships 
have been installed, has been respon- 
sible for many acts of appalling cruelty 
and tyranny. 

“The American Constitution is a mas- 
terpiece of making democracy safe for 
liberty by imposing many checks and 
balances on the operation of unlimited 
democracy and by providing binding as- 
surances that the state may not touch, 
even if the majority should desire to do 
so, many inalienable rights of the in- 
dividual in the field of personal and 
civil liberties, religious faith and prop- 
erty rights. 

“The danger of making democracy an 
idol, subject to no higher law, was forci- 
bly pointed out in a recent thoughtful 
sermon delivered by the Rev. Dr. Ed- 
mond L. Cherbonnier at New York’s 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine. 

““*When democracy is put in the place 
of God,’ he said, ‘it destroys itself, for 
there is then no higher doctrine by 
which it may be judged. Truth becomes 
a matter of majority opinion, and dis- 
sent is always wrong. What we then 
have, we may still call democracy, but 
it will no more deserve the name than 
the people’s democracies set up by the 
Communists.’ ” 

We can agree with Mr. Chamberlin 
when he observes that “with all its im- 
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perfections, democracy as that term is 
understood on this. side of the Iron 
Curtain, has worked. It has maintained 
the necessary minimum of law and order 
with less cruelty, tyranny and oppres- 
sion than any other alternative system.” 
And we concur with his warning: “But 
the very fact that the Communist states 
often call themselves ‘people’s democ- 
racies’ is a warning signal.” 

Every form of human government, in- 
cluding democracy, will fail ultimately 
because of the natural man’s inherent 
sinfulness. Grateful as we may be for 
our liberties and the mercies God has 
bestowed upon this nation, every Chris- 
tian will rejoice in the coming day 
when the Lord Himself will reign and 
righteousness shall fill the earth. 

mm Se He. 


UNUSED BLESSINGS 


God is a bountiful giver. In both ma- 
terial and spiritual things, He bestows 
His blessings liberally. Yet we who 
should be rejoicing in our riches are 
forever complaining of our poverty. 

Think of the spiritual treasures at the 
disposal of the Christian upon which we 
hardly draw at all. What peace is our 
portion, yet how little of it we know in 
actual experience! “My peace I give 
unto you,” declares the Lord Jesus 
Christ. “Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27). 
If Christ is your Saviour and Lord, then 
His peace should be your constant en- 
joyment. But is it so? Or are a score of 
anxieties interwoven in the pattern of 
your life, such as uncertainty concern- 
ing the future, fear of consequences with 
regard to a-decision recently made, con- 
cern for the best interests of one’s chil- 
dren, lack of harmony in the home, and 
so on? 

What amazing possibilities of fellow- 
ship with God are ours in prayer! The 
way has been opened for us into the 
holiest of all. Yet too often we stand 
in the outer courts, a total stranger to 
-he benefits that belong to us. Life could 
e lifted to higher levels for many Chris- 
tians if only we would appropriate the 
blessings placed within our reach. 

Think of the limitless treasures of 
truth made available to us in the Bible! 
There is no reason for any Christian to 
be uninformed as to the plan and pur- 
pose of God, nor to be untouched by the 
breath-taking disclosures of infinite wis- 
dom made known to the reader of the 
Scriptures. Yet it is still true as it was 
long ago that when Christians “ought to 
be teachers,” they have need that one 
teach them again what are the first 
principles of the oracles of God (Heb. 
5:12). 

If we have title to a piece of property, 
we insist upon our right of possession. 
How can it be that we have title to vast 
spiritual treasures and yet are utterly 
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‘ our inheritance in Christ and possess our 


possessions! 


H. W. O. 


SECRET FAULTS 


There are faults in us that are appa- 
rent to all. There are others that are 
known to us alone and to those of our 
most intimate circle to whom we may 
reveal them. These are faults that no one 
can see. They have to do with the realm 
of our own personal attitudes. Yet they 
are no less grievous. And the more like 
Christ a man is, the more conscious he 
becomes of their awfulness. 


Andrew Bonar was a godly preacher 
in Scotland whose witness for Christ was 
the means of bringing blessing to many. 
But in his diary one day he wrote: “This 
day twenty years ago I preached for the 
first time as an ordained minister. It is 
amazing that the Lord has spared me 
and used me at all. I have no reason to 
wonder that He uses others far more 
than He does me. Yet envy is my hurt, 
and today I have been seeking grace to 
rejoice exceedingly over the usefulness 
of others, even where it casts me into 
the shade. Lord, take away this Achan 
from me!” 

Later, he writes: “In my usual read- 
ing, in Genesis 37, I see how envy leads 
God to heap more blessing upon the 
envied one, and to withhold from the 
envier. Now this has been my fault in 
regard to brethren who have been 
blessed. I have sought to find reasons 
why they should not; like the men in 
the parable, murmuring against the good 
man giving his money to them. Also, 
Lord, this day may I lay this aside for- 
ever! Give more and more to those 
brethren whom I have despised or 
thought unworthy of revival work; and 
oh that I could praise the Lord for His 
goodness in pouring out His Spirit!” 

If the saintly Andrew Bonar should 
speak so, how much more shall we? 
What pride and self-will and covetous- 
ness and malice are in our hearts—un- 
known to others, perhaps, but known to 
us and to GOD! 

Such stirrings of unrighteousness in 
us may not appear to be very bad when 
compared with the vulgar vices and the 
crimson transgressions of ungodly men. 
But the true Christian -will not regard 
them so. And the nearer one lives to the 
Lord, the more hideously black will these 
things appear against His pure-white 
holiness. No wonder the Psalmist cries: 
“Cleanse thou me from secret faults. 
Keep back thy servant also from pre- 
sumptuous sins . . . Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer” (Psa. 19: 
12-14). H. W. O. 
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13 to 17, CBMCI Executive Secretary 
Donald MacDonald announced. Con- 
vention committee co-chairmen are M. 
Wallace Horton, Los Angeles, and Lorin 
Griset, Santa Ana. Business highlights 
will include the election of five new 
International directors to replace James 
A. Baillie, Buffalo; Ralph K. Barker, San 
Diego; Julian S. DeRock, Portland, Ore.; 
Ralph H. Eaton, Phoenix; and Carl 
Gundersen, Chicago. 

Theme of the 1954 convention is 
“Wanted: A Man,” based on Ezekiel 
22:30. 





LETTERS 
(Continued from page 4) 


as Switzerland, where 99 per cent of the 
people are Christians, and there is no 
Communist problem. 

William S. Bennet 
New York City 


MORE ABOUT BALIEM VALLEY 

In reference to your item in the July 
Erernity about the missionary work in 
the Baliem Valley. 

Some time in the last two years, Jerry 
Rose, C. & M. A. missionary, and a Dutch 
official made a sixty-seven-day trek into 
the interior to establish whether or not it 
would be possible to land a plane in the 
Valley. I have seen pictures taken by Mr. 
Rose on that trip and have heard him 
tell about the journey. 

Then this spring Lloyd Van Stone and 
Mr. Michelsen, along with the Kapaukua 
family that you mentioned were flown in 
by the pilots Lewis and Ulrich. 

With all due respect to Lewis and Ulrich, 
they were not (properly speaking) the 





missionaries. Van Stone and Michelsen, 
and the Kapaukua family (Ruth and Alisa 
and baby) remained in the Baliem Valley 
and are still there. The pilots have been 
several times to fly. in supplies etc., and 
they have recently flown out some pictures 
taken by the party. 

Ed Yeager 


Oakland, Calif. 


REACTIONS TO NEWS TREATMENT 


Let me congratulate you on the improve- 
ments in the ETERNITY magazine. The only 
thing I didn’t regard as an improvement was 
the news department which now seems to 
have become a must in every Christian 
periodical. I much prefer the treatment 
found in your “Window on the World,” and 
feel that you are doing well to put these 


together. 
James S. Kiefer 


Child Evangelism Fellowship 
Frankfurt, Germany 


Have just finished reading the first 
attempt to combine Window on the World 


- with Ererniry News. I am disappointed 


to find that the result is only a larger ver- 
sion of the former and almost complete loss 
of the latter. News, to be news, has to be 
objective. As soon as editorial comments 
are included, it becomes subjective material, 
and is thereby taken with a grain of salt. 
There is a paucity of religious news 
coverage available to the Christian reader. 
Mr. Hitt was doing a good job in meeting 
that lack. I enjoyed reading the news and 
coming to some of my own conclusions. 
This is now made difficult under the new 
setup. 
Frank D. VanAlst 
Tacoma, Wash. 








Representatives of Baptists from the western world renewed fellowship with their Russian 
brethren at this crowded service in the Moscow Baptist Church. Speakers included Dr. Townley 
Lord of London, president of the World Baptist Union; Dr. Ernest Paine, secretary of the 
English Baptist Union; Dr. Walter Lewis, formerly of Kansas City and now associate 

There are said to be a half million in Russia 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 23) 

In the first centuries of the Christian 
era the full force of Satan was unleashed 
to destroy the infant Church. Ten great 
persecutions, wave upon wave, threat- 
ened to sweep the believers from the 
earth. So terrible was the carnage that 
was wrought among the faithful that the 
Greek word for witness, martyr, has be- 
come accepted in our language as one 
which describes a man who dies for his 
faith. The fury of the Roman secular 
power was the fury of Satan. Violence 
having failed, the enemy shifted his at- 
tack to guile. After the centuries of per- 
secution, there came the sustained effort 
of Satan to marry the Church to the 
world, which was finally accomplished 
by the “conversion” of Constantine and 
the enthronement of the church in the 
palace of the Caesars. This move from 
the catacombs to the palace was almost 
fatal, but God, through the spiritual 
darkness of the Middle Ages, had His 
own hidden ones who were faithful to 


PAS-CAL 


Sept. Special 
500 Bone Cale with Vit. D — $3.75 
500 Multi-Min (10 Min) — $3.75 
lf you live in Calif. add 3% tax. 
PAS-CAL CO. 
Altadena, California 














YOUR CHURCH PHOTO 
REPRODUCED ON CHINAWARE 
BY FOTOWARE 





Hundreds of Churches are offering their 
members lovely FOTOWARE plates picturing 
their own Church. They are ideal for com- 


memorative pu 
FOTOWARE : on chinaware. 
Yes, a aph of YOUR CHURCH is 
actually reproduced on pre-sensitized china- 
ware, after which a protective treatment is 
applied making it a permanent and decora- 
tive keepsake. 
Each member will be delighted to display in 
her home one of these lovely gold-bordered 
plates, picturing her own Church in the 
warm soft tones of a photograph. 
@ Initial orders for as few as 25 plates, re- 
orders for 12 or more. 
® Large 10%4” plates with choice of gold 
leaf border or plain gold rim. 
®@ No art charge for removing unsightly 
objects from — or adding others to 
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_ Him. Though the church organization 


waxed exceedingly corrupt, God still 
preserved the elect seed and, in the 
course of His own time, He brought 
forth the Reformation to reestablish the 
great truths of grace which had been 
well nigh lost. Satan answered with the 
Inquisition and the religious wars. The 
order of the Jesuits was founded, and 
every attempt was made to crush the 
truth and all who held it. 

Satan’s age-long strategy remained the 
same. In the first recorded sentence 
which he had ever addressed to man, 
“Yea, hath God said?” Satan had at- 
tacked the Word of God. Every arm of 
infidelity was unsheathed against the 
divine revelation. The English deism 
of the Eighteenth Century was matched 
by the French atheism of the encyclo- 
pedists. In the infant republic that had 
sprung up on American shores, Tom 
Paine sowed his puerile rationalism 
against the Book that was the founda- 
tion of the spiritual life that had been 
planted in this wilderness, and which 
had given the first liberties in centuries 
to the Jews who were to be sheltered 
here until God’s time for their return to 
the land. If Satan could destroy confid- 
ence in the Word of God, he would have 
some hope of achieving a victory over 
some of God’s creatures. If he could 
not destroy faith in the Word of God, 
he would’ be defeated. Luther knew 
this when he wrote in the battle hymn 


‘of the Reformation: “One little word 


will fell him.” In the battle against the 
Word of God which has been carried on 
even more vigorously since the inven- 
tion of printing made the Book avyail- 
able to the millions, Satan has manned 
every approach and used every artifice at 
his disposal. The Bible was burned and 
banned, scorned and ridiculed. It was 
given lip service by those who denied 
the power of its truth. It was in the 
name of science built on false hypotheses 
that the great attack on the Bible and 
the church came in the Nineteenth 
Century; and in our day psychology and 
psychiatry claim to duplicate the effi- 
cacy of the blood of Christ to break the 
power of sin in the life. 
False cults by the score have sprung 
up outside the churches that are still 
creedally faithful, the heart of all of 
which is the denial of the person and 
the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Within the bounds of the fellowship of 
those who confess the finality of the 
Word, living and written, there are 
divisions and sects which are based 
primarily on something that man is to 
do for God rather than on that which 


the Lord God has done for His people |” 


through the work of His Son Jesus 
Christ. Also, within the churches whose 
creeds are still impeccable, various delu- 
sions of error find their place. There, 


to the accompaniment of organ music. 
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and suave preaching, multitudes of bap- 
tized persons are in the snares of sac- 
erdotalism, legalism and, above all, of a 
form of godliness which denies the 
power thereof (2 Tim. 3:5). 

But, in spite of all of Satan's strate- 
gems, his doom is sure: for it is written, 
“The God of peace shall bruise Satan 
under your feet shortly” (Rom. 16:20). 
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its urgency. The modern man’s condi- 
tion has been well described when some 


one said, “We are like travele PHILADELPHIA 
; velers over a 
long tract of flat country, who are not BIBLE INSTITUTE 


prepared to see a sudden precipice gap- | 1800 ARCH ST. « PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
ing at their feet.” But David was made 
to see a dark abyss yawning right there 
before his very feet. And we can show * 
forth Calvary until Christ’s ordeal and 
His victory shatter the self-indulgent 
estimates of modern men. That story we 
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If you want to earn extra 
money for yourself, or your 
organization, here is an 
easy and friendly way to 
do it in your spare time. 






We will send samples of our new 1954 
Christmas greeting cards and gifts. Show 
them to friends and neighbors—take their 
orders—and earn up to 100% profit for 
yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 


Fill inand mail coupon below. We will rush a full 
set of.actual samples on approval with details 
on how to get started. 
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but will they hear 
about the love of Christ? 


Children in Latin America are multiplying 
so fast that the statisticians can barely keep up 
with them. And look at them—bright, lovable, 
facing the future with that happy optimism so 
characteristic of children everywhere! 


But there are one or two flaws in the pic- 
ture. Look at their rags. And look at the 
machete the boy is carrying, which means he 
works in the fields ued. of going to school. 


Then think about it. What is the one great 
answer to the problems of poverty, ignorance, 
and hopelessness? It is the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. “I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life.” What are we doing to see that Truth 
and Life reach the hearts of children like these? 


We must double our efforts to broadcast the 
Good News to children in Latin America! 


And that is exactly what radio station TIFC 
is aiming to do in Costa Rica and 
countries, where even the poorest families 
have some kind of radio. a aa — led 
the station to aim at a . aw ped-up 
outreach, keyed to two ki f canal ashe 
power a ast power. It means more 
missionaries, more » more prayer sup- 
porters. It may mean a way for you to increase 
your missionary witness! 


161 Park St. 
mae Bod, N. J. 
Bex 1307 
Sen Jose, Coste Rice ML IL ML nal 

















MORAL VALUES 
(Continued from page 15) 
rights is to be insisted upon because 
the United Nations approves those 
rights, then we seem to surrender every 
right to protest against the United Na- 
tions. If the United Nations are the 
ultimate sanction for rights, then we 
have no rights against the United Na- 
tions, since the United Nations define 
our rights. If that is the case, then we 
seem to be faced with the threat of 
totalitarianism on an almost global basis. 
For it makes little difference whether 
it is a state, or a league of nations, or 


‘the United Nations, which claims for 


itself the right to legislate what rights 
belong and what rights do not belong 
to mankind; as long as such a super- 
state is defined as the source of rights 
there remains to man no other reference 
point in the name of which to challenge 
the superstate, since the superstate de- 
fines his rights. 

If God is the source of human rights— 
and in that case human rights are eter- 
nal and unchanging, and exist on the 
basis of man’s creation in the divine 
image—then the United Nations can no 
longer be regarded as the specifier of 
man’s rights, but only as the friend or 


foe of rights or liberties which belong _ 


to man on the basis of his unique crea- 
tion. Flushing Meadows is no Mount 
Sinai, and the UN Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights is no Sermon on the Mount; 
both the Mosaic law and the sermon of 
Jesus make it plain that God is the ulti- 
mate source of man’s rights and respon- 
sibilities, whereas the United Nations 
document attempts to legislate rights 
which belong to man while the whole 
matter of his creation in the divine im- 
age and the revelation of the will of 
God are unmentioned. 

American public education cannot 
afford to be indifferent to the great 
issues which are here involved, for they 
concern the very basis on which democ- 
racy is alone able to justify survival. In 
a totalitarian state, the prevailing gov- 
ernment defines all the rights and privi- 
leges allowable to the citizenry. But a 
democracy exists by the refusal to ac- 
knowledge that the state is the supreme 
source of human rights. The American 
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Declaration of Independence states its 
confidence in the fundamental fact that 
God, and not the state, is the source of 
human rights; men have been endowed 
with certain inalienable rights by their 
Creator. In the long run, although the 
issue is not yet apparent on the surface, 
the future of democracy and the free 
world is involved in whether or not it is 
made clear that no state or superstate, 
not even the United Nations, is the ulti- 
mate source of human rights, and that 
the Creator God alone is that supreme 
source of man’s dignity and rights. 


The American republic is by original 
intention a Christian nation. The found- 
ing fathers had in view a Christian na- 
tion without an established church. The 
modern secularists are projecting a dem- 
ocratic nation without supernatural 
religion. The contemporary compromise 
is a religious nation without a clear-cut 
Christian view of things. Thus the ori- 
ginal doctrine of separation of church 
and state is being twisted today to serve 
both anti-religious and religious ele- 
ments hostile to Christianity. That 
America is historically a Christian na- 
tion is confirmed by the decision of the 
Supreme Court on the Trinity Church 
case, February 29, 1892; that it has a 
public school system without essential 
unanimity about moral and spiritual 
absolutes is obvious enough from the 
many discussions like this one; that many 
educators do not want to get back to 
Jesus and the commandments is clear. 

We shall have to make up our minds. 
The issue is not between anti-religion 
and pro-religion, at least not for the 
western world insofar as it has matured 
to its heritage. The choice is for or 
against the basic Christian convictions. 
Even Communism knows that to be the 
fundamental world decision today; that 
is why it makes a primary objective of 
destroying Christian leaders and _ in- 
fluences wherever it advances. Education 
can return to moral and religious values 
and still be as essentially pagan as was 
the Graeco-Roman world into which 
Christianity came. That world did not 
give birth to western culture nor to 
American democracy, but the Bible did. 
An emphasis on religious values which 
leaves the reality of the Supreme Being 
up in the air has nothing in common 


with genuine religion, but militates 


against it. Let us not fool ourselves. We 
may turn away from naturalism and the 
Communist error, and embrace instead 
another species of paganism. If that is 
what American educators want, that is 
what the school children are likely to 
get. But I have a deep-rooted conviction 
that it is not what most of the parents 
and taxpayers want, and that they ex- 
pect members of boards of education to 
do something to see that their higher 
expectation prevails. 
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The responsibility of members of 
boards of education, as delegated repre- 
sentatives, is to reflect the will of the 
electorate. The blame for the spiritual 
and moral deterioration of public educa- 
tion must not be placed exclusively upon 
the teachers; between the citizenry and 
the schools, in the place of authoritative 
responsibility, stand the boards of edu- 
cation, and their neglect or their unwit- 
ting collusion is an inescapable element 
in the moral frustration to which edu- 
cation has come. Some teachers, in fact, 
have contended for religious and ethical 
emphasis in public education not only 
against their professional colleagues, but 
despite the unconcern of their school 
boards to the whole issue. We must not 
make things out worse than they are, 
and to mistake the uncertainty in the 
American classroom for a universal and 
irreversible materialism; what moral and 
spiritual factors exist in our educational 
structure are there by the perseverance 
of teachers who sustain them. 

Yet the school boards themselves are 
not one-sidedly to be made the scape- 
goats for the situation which prevails. 
Where they have been indifferent, and 
have facilitated the secularization of 
public education by neglect or tolerance, 
a citizenry alert to the issues ought to 
have recalled them, ought to have turned 
out to the polls to put conscience into 
action. The public interest in school elec- 
tions is often apathetic, shamefully so 
for a democracy, and almost unforgiv- 
ably so for a time of moral crisis in the 
whole structure of public education. 

The cherished traditions of the com- 
munity are to be guarded against the 
one-sided desires of a vocal and influen- 
tial minority who might desire to dictate 
the content of education. Too often it is 
forgotten today that not even the 
teachers have the right to legislate the 
content of education; they are technical 
personnel hired by the boards to carry 
out the desires of the citizenry as a 
whole. To forget this is a costly mistake 
at any time, but especially so when parti- 
san educational viewpoints aim to con- 
trol the academic mind. Educational 
philosophy today tends to express the 
will of the people only by their default; 
in actuality, it tends to be expressive 
rather of the philosophic prejudices of 
an educational hierarchy. 

Both the American heritage and the 
decline of morality due to the inroads 
of relativism combine to underscore the 
importance of a return to morai abso- 
lutes and religious foundations. The 
Bible is the western world’s greatest cul- 
tural force, and the founding fathers of 
our nation combined separation of 
church and state not with the dispensa- 
bility of its great convictions but with 
their indispensability. The argument 
that nothing can be gained and much 
lost by giving the Bible a place in pub- 


September 1954 





lic education is unsound theologically, 
morally, historically and pragmatically. 
The Bible has never contributed to the 
degeneracy of any culture; all the facts 
point the other way, and even modern 
educational theory stands to benefit from 
its regenerating message. If we want 
moral absolutes, we shall never improve 
on the revealed commandments; if we 
want moral relativism, the best way to 
get it is to conceal the Bible and the 
commandments. 

It is a specious argument that the 
introduction of Christian values into 
public education will bring education 
under ecclesiastical control. Only a poor 
student of history would say, of course, 
that that may not be the aim of one 
group of churchmen whose authoritative 
leaders condemn public education free 
of church control. The wall of separation 


. between church and state as an Ameri- 


can fundamental commits the republic 
against any established state church and 
against church education at public ex- 
pense. But it is not committed thereby, 
in principle against the teaching of re- 
ligious and moral: truth in the public 
schools, and only a temperament un- 
friendly to Christianity can combine the 
theses that education is interested in 
making known the truth and that dis- 
tinctively Christian values must not be’ 
taught. To teach our youth the great 
Christian truths is no more to coerce 
them than to teach the speculations of 
Plato and Dewey; the schools exist to 
familiarize students with the facts, and 
not to compel submission to them. 
Public education is indispensable in 
a democracy which requires an enlight- 
ened citizenry for its success, but educa- 
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To reach these fifteen million Slavic people for God, the Evangelis- 
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Konstantin Jaroshevich, 
U.A., D.D., President One of the recently organized Russian Mission Stations - Missionary 
Franz Lobza in the center. 


Mission Stations should be established in every industrial tow. We 
have able and faithful Missionaries who should give all of their time in 
service for God and Country. We need your Prayer and Financial Help. 
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tion which boycotts moral or religious 
ultimates, or which presents them un- 
convincingly, weakens a people at life’s 
most crucial level. The new interest in 
religious values can be either a shrewd 
form of educational atheism, or a hope- 
ful return to spiritual ultimates. To 
commit our youth to some modern list 
of spiritual and moral platitudes, and to 
set aside the Ten Commandments and 
the Sermon on the Mount and the gos- 
pel of Christ, is simply another way of 
revolting against the Hebrew-Christian 
heritage. The interest in values may be 
continuous or discontinuous with the 
Biblical view of God and the world; it 
may even be a cheap substitute for the 
supernatural God and His command- 
ments. If what we want is an emphasis 
on moral and spiritual values whose 
content is determined by the least com- 
mon denominator of agreement, espe- 
cially by a sampling of those who were 
denied any firm instruction in absolutes 
by a generation of relativism, that sort 
of program can be gotten at a bargain 
rate, and it will be no better than its 
price. 

It is strange indeed that some educa- 
tors urge that, to avoid ignorance, chil- 
dren should be indoctrinated in the 
ideals of the United Nations, and also 


* that, to avoid sectarianism, they must not 


be taught the truths of the Bible; some 
have even urged that Communists be al- 
lowed to teach the Marxist view. But 
what can be the future of an educational 
system which denies to young people 
accessibility to Hebrew-Christian truths 
and ideals, and places them under the 
indoctrination of those devoted to com- 
petitive and contrary views? Students ex- 
posed to Marxism, even if they are 
merely acquainted with its basic pre- 
suppositions, without being acquainted 
with the great affirmations of Hebrew- 
Christian thought, are. being condi- 
tioned, however unintentionally, to de- 
sert the American heritage and the God 
of our fathers. The old New England 
Primer used Bible verses and facts not 
only to teach youngsters how to read, but 
to teach them indispensable reading. 
Moses and Jesus have as much right to 
be heard in our public schools as Dar- 
win and Dewey, and it could just be 
that they have even more so; if there are 
any absolutes, they will be found neither 
in the kingdom of Darwin nor in the 
kingdom of Dewey. That Dewey recog- 
nized no moral absolutes and superna- 
tural realities nobody can dispute, but 
that does not mean there are none; all 
it proves is that modern relativism can 
be absolutely wrong. It is a sad com- 
mentary that Pontius Pilate has had 
more place in the Apostles Creed than 
Jesus Christ has had in some American 
classrooms since the advent of modern 


relativism. END 
ETERNITY 

















bd de ee 


‘ ‘v 


Se, a ae. ow 














ARE YOU SANCTIFIED? 
(Continued from page 13) 


for Paul follows the exhortation regard- 
ing reading with, “Meditate upon these 
things .. .” (4:15). The man of whom 
the Psalmist writes was a growing be- 
liever, one progressively being sanctified, 
for we read, “But his delight is in the 
law of the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night” (Psa. 1:2). And 
finally, the Word is to be obeyed. Paul 
adds, “Take heed to thyself, and unto 
the doctrine; continue in them .. .” 
(4:16). Or, as our Lord puts it, “If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them” (John 13:17). What a large place 
the Word is designed to have in our 
lives! 

We should not leave the progressive 
aspect of the doctrine without. noting a 
great promise of Paul in connection with 
the study of the Word. He writes in 2 
Corinthians 3:18, “But we all, with open 
face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord.” If we behold Him 
in the Word, our Father will change us 
into His image. Our responsibility is 
not to change ourselves; it is simply to 
behold Him, that is, to be occupied with 
the Word. If we will do the beholding, 
He will do the changing. Could we have 
a greater incentive to be found daily in 
the Book? 


Prospective Sanctification 

The purpose of one of Paul’s prayers 
for the Thessalonians is said by him to 
be, “To the end He may stablish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with all His 
saints” (1 Thes. 3:13). The word to be 
noted is the word “holiness” (KJV), 
which we know by now comes from the 
root from which words for sanctification 
come. Paul follows this prayer in the 
third chapter with another in the fifth. 
“And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (5:23). From the prayers 
we learn that there is to come a time, 
the time of the coming of our Lord, 
when believers in Christ shall be “un- 
blameable in holiness” (3:13), or sancti- 
fied wholly (5:23). 

Here, then, is a sanctification which 
is future, which has not yet been con- 
summated in believers’ lives. It cannot, 
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therefore, be a reference to positional 
sanctification. That sanctification has al- 
ready taken place, as we have seen. In 
addition, Paul cannot be referring to 
progressive sanctification, for he speaks 
of an unblameable holiness and an en- 
tire sanctification. There can be no 
growth beyond that. It follows, then, 
that Paul is referring to a future sancti- 
fication of perfect holiness. In each 
passage he relates it to the coming of 
Jesus Christ. It is then that the believer 
will be sanctified wholly, and not until 
then. Thus, prospective sanctification is 
a finished work, not a progressive work. 
It is also a practical work, not a posi- 
tional work. 

It is no wonder that Paul speaks of 
the coming of our Lord as a “blessed 
hope” (Tit. 2:13). Accompanying it is 
our complete separation unto God our 
Father for all eternity. Then the long- 
ing desires of us all to be His completely 
will find their fruition. In His presence 
sanctification will be completed. As John 
puts it, “Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 
Service, too, the natural outgrowth of 
separation unto God, will be perfect. 


- In the ages of eternity that follow John 


has said also “. . . and His servants shall 
serve him” (Rev. 22:3). 

It is, therefore, correct to say, “I am 
sanctified,” if we refer to our past sancti- 
fication. That is a finished, positional 
work, true of us the moment we believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are saints; 
we do not have to wait a few centuries 
for the church to declare us such! Saints 
are made by God through faith in the 
suffering Saviour, not by the church. 
Time reported in June of this year that 
the Pope, Pius XII, in that month “gave 
the Roman Catholic Church five new 
saints.” Three men, a woman, and a boy 
were meant. How much better to be a 
member of the true Church, the body of 
Christ, in which all are saints. 

In addition, it is correct to say, “I 
am being sanctified,” if we are referring 
to our present progressive sanctification. 
That work is not finished; it is to be 
progressing daily. Growth in grace con- 
tinues until His coming. 

Finally, we may also say with Scrip- 
tural accuracy, “I shall be sanctified.” 
The work of sanctification shall one day 
be complete in a practical sense. Be- 
lievers may look forward to the posses- 
sion of an intrinsic holiness, an entire 
sanctification. May the Lord hasten the 
day! 

In the meantime, until He comes, let 
the saints be more saintly. Let those who 
are not now sinless sin less. Let the sanc- 
tified give all diligence to be character- 
ized by sanctity. 

ENpD 





A-FREE TRIP TO 


THESSALONICA 


The reading of this will take you two the. 
ancient city of Thessalonica where Paul 
preached the Gospel 1900 years ago. The 
writer is Stelios Kaloterakis, the pastor of 
the Evangelical Church of Thessalonica. 


“C. K. was a lawyer and worked for the 
Communist party here in Greece, and later 
for international Communism. This man, 
you will be glad to know, has been won to 
Jesus Christ. All his dynamic personality, 
his intelligence and talents are now at the 
disposal of Jesus Christ. He will be one of 
the greatest assets here in Macedonia. 


“Another young man was studying to be a 
priest. He has been gloriously won to Christ 
and is now anxious to attend our Macedon- 
ian Bible Institute or our Seminary. He 
comes from a very fanatical family which 


‘ is ruthlessly persecuting him. The Lord is 


calling him to become an_ evangelical 
worker and by all means we should help 
him. Can you please find‘a scholarship for 
him as well as for the former Communist? 
(Our prayer is that the Lord will lead you 
who read this report to provide such a 
scholarship which is only $25 monthly.) 


“I wish I could put down all that takes 
place in this Biblical city of Thessalonica. 
For the work among the University students 
and in the Bible Institute and Church, I 
urgently need ‘a Greek typewriter. ($165 
would buy one locally.) 


“Finally I want to tell you about Mrs. 
Helen Kyrkou who is a wonderful Gospel 
worker but who is suffering financially. 
When she does not have 5¢ bus fare, she 
walks miles to bring a soul to Christ. Friends 
and strangers flock to her house to inquire 
how to be saved. Some stay all night long 
discussing the Word of God. She needs at 
least 100 Bibles monthly for those who are 
begging for the Word. (A Greek Bible costs 
$2.) Please pray for Sister Helen and do 
all you can for her. She is a poor widow but 
the Lord is mightily using her.” 


As the Lord has led you on this free trip 
to Thessalonica, will you now remember 
the work in prayer and in a practical way? 
If you undertake the support of a native 
worker or student, you will be able to keep 
in touch with him. This is your opportunity 
to be a missionary to Greece by proxy. 
Write to Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, The Ameri- 
can Mission to Greeks, Inc., P. O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N, Y. (In Canada: 90 Duplex 
Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) which is the official 
representative of the Evangelical Church 
of Greece. We have a film “Man of Mace- 
donia” available for showing in your 
church. 
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MISSIONARY METHODS 
(Continued from page 9) 


ern democracy but with materialistic 
Communism. Communism is committed 
to revolution, and many of the younger 
nations feel they are in the midst of a 
life and death struggle with the West, 
that what they have they have won, that 
what they have they must fight to re- 
tain, that they cannot stand alone, and 
tragically the past history of the western 
world is speaking more loudly than its 
sincere offer of friendship today. 

Still another factor which renders ever 
more difficult the spread of the gospel 
in some countries is the presence of a 
militant, intolerant, absolutely exclusive 
Roman Catholicism, a Roman Catholic- 
ism which does not hesitate to prey 
upon the strong nationalistic feelings of 
the people and yet a Roman Catholic- 
ism which like Sinbad’s Old Man of the 
Sea has an ever-increasing stranglehold 
upon the western world and which to 
many people in the foreign mission fields 
of today is the final evidence that Chris- 
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tianity is part and parcel of western 
supremacy. 

Evangelical Christians are giving lip 
service to this new era with its new de- 
mands but often are unrealistic in fac- 
ing the inevitable consequence of this 
new situation and doing something 
about it. Too often we stand with the 
political leaders of the western world 
vainly looking for means of survival and 
opportunity to perpetuate the practices 
of the previous generations of missionary 
activity. 


Ambassadors for Christ 


Some things seem obvious: Somehow 
we must cut the Gordian knot which 
ties Jesus Christ to our western way of 
life. The foreign missionary must stand 
out as a representative of his Lord rather 
than the earthly nation to which he be- 
longs. He must become an exponent and 
an example of the principles of the king- 
dom of God rather than of the culture, 
economic viewpoint and position of his 
native land. This is not an attitude 
which can be assumed and expressed as 
an external adjustment. It must begin 
with the inner man. When it exists in 
the spirit, there will be a sincere and 
acceptable manifestation in the external 
attitude. National and racial pride must 
be crucified in the servant of Jesus 
Christ. In our inner man we must cease 
to be Canadian, American, British. We 
must become so Christian that national 
origin will be largely submerged. 

Positively, there must be a sincere 
appreciation of the way of life of the 
country to which God sends us and as 
broad and deep an acceptance of that 
way of life as is possible. It is realized 
that in many places up to a point this 
becomes a physical impossibility, but if 
the heart and mind are right, to a sur- 
prising extent adjustment can be made. 

It cannot be said too often that “God 
is not in a hurry.” The Bible is replete 
with examples of the enormous amount 
of time different servants of the Lord 
spent in preparation for their ministry, 
to say nothing of the Lord Jesus and 
His “hidden years” before the brief years 
of His ministry on earth. If we have 
eternity rather than time in our heart, 
if we really understand we are not try- 
ing to do a job for God but rather have 
the privilege of being fellow laborers 
with Him in the program that He is 
executing and according to the time- 
table that He has set up, then there will 
be a willingness to spend two, three, 
four years thoroughly to learn the lan- 
guage, to understand the people, to be- 
come one of them before launching out 
into a more formal expression of one’s 
ministry. In reality we must learn to 
love people rather than just to be in- 
terested in the salvation of their souls, 
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for an individual is a whole person and 
it is the whole person who is to be re- 
deemed. : 

The gospel of the indigenous church is 
now being preached with much fervor 
in many circles, but do we understand 
all that may be implied by the term “an 
indigenous church”? Is it only a church 
that has paid for its own building and 
for the salary of its own pastor? Must 
it always be a church that is an,approxi- 
mation of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., the Southern Baptist denomina- 
tion, or that which will be acceptable to 
the Episcopal hierarchy? Does not the 
concept of an indigenous church allow 
for local or national expressions of wor- 
ship, prayer, church polity and order 
and literature? Why must we perpetuate 
in the foreiysi field that principle which 
is perhaps the greatest single factor for 
an effete and powerless church in the 
homeland, namely, an active pulpit 
which becomes more and more active 
and dictatorial and the passive pew 
which becomes more and more moribund 
spiritually? Why are we unprepared to 
allow the “native Christian” to be led 
by God the Holy Spirit in his under- 
standing of what the doctrine of the 
priesthood of all believers means prac- 
tically? When we establish our schools 
and our seminaries in the foreign field, 
why must our education always be 
geared to the western mold with the 
western concept of ecclesiastical faith 
and order? Or do we sincerely believe 
that what we do and the exact way in 
which we do it is done just as the Lord 
has commanded without any possibility 
of variation? 

The church of the western world has 
been properly quick to realize the im- 
portance of an educated, well-trained 
ministry, and today in the United States 
there is an ever increasing impulse tow- 
ard Christian education “from the 
cradle to the grave.” Increasingly it is 
rightly felt that we must have more and 
better Christian schools and seminaries, 
and the need for the best in Christian 
training is unquestioned. Yet on the 
foreign field too often we have concen- 
trated upon the underprivileged, the 
uneducated, the aboriginal peoples, the 
peasants, the native Indians, the de- 
pressed, and have by-passed those sec- 
tions of the population which by natural 
ability and advantage offer the best 
promise with the quickening of the 
Holy Spirit to provide strong national 
leaders in the young churches in the 
foreign fields. 

We are faced with the spectacle not 
only of rising opposition to the foreign 
missionary and his work but also to the 
alarming and disheartening portent of 
doors around the world being closed to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ so far as its 
proclamation by the foreigner is con- 
cerned. In view of this, there is perhaps. 


September 1954 


no more strategic endeavor in the world 
for the next few years than to reach the 
student populations of the foreign mis- 
sion fields as they exist today. If it is 
possible to establish a testimony to the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the universities of 
the world, if God can use such a testi- 
mony to call out small groups of individ- 
ual men and women who have the re- 
spect and acceptance of their peoples 
because of their cultural and academic 
attainments, if these men are consecrated 
by God to the work of the gospel, it is 
obvious how greatly they could be used 
and how wonderfully God the Holy 
Spirit could continue His work through 
them in a day when a foreigner may no 
longer be acceptable. 

Some younger Christians, who are en- 
deavoring realistically to face a new era 
with its gospel challenge and its demand 
for a new adjustment, are considering 
the possibility of going to the land to 
which God sends them first of all as stu- 
dents to enroll in a foreign university, 
to take a regular foreign university de- 
gree, and to acquire perhaps a foreign 
university secondary-school teaching cer- 
tificate. On that basis they will be estab- 
lished as one of the people and in an 
era of new literacy, new nationalism 
and a revolt against the western world 
so to win an acceptance for Christ’s sake 
that will be significant because it is part 
of the life, culture and education of the 
people to whom God has sent a mission- 
ary to preach Christ. 

Some of the younger Christians are 
realizing that Christian work loses its 
essential ethos and “elan vital” by being 
formalized and professionalized and that 
sometimes the most effective work is 
not done when it is on a “full-time 
professional basis” but when it can be 
carried on as seemingly incidental to 
other pursuits. This of course opens up 
the whole vista of the non-professional 
missionary with the spiritual hazards of 
this unique opportunity; of the butcher, 
the baker, the candlestick maker going 
to the foreign land to ply their trade 
and there to gossip the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Why must we be so bound by 
prejudice and tradition as to believe 
that only some are called to full-time 
service? Can we not get back to the 
New Testament teaching that all are 
called to be witnesses to Jesus Christ, 
that all are called to live utterly_and 
completely for Him whether at home or 
abroad, that some are given the gifts 
of pastors, evangelists and teachers and 
on that basis have a unique ministry, 
but which ministry is, however, no more 
necessarily a “full-time” ministry for 
Jesus Christ than the activity of the 
artisan or the factory worker in the 
will of God? 

Perhaps this new era will result in 
a recapturing of the vision and impulse 
of the early church which did not build 
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Mishna, the treatise relating to the New Year. (Schulcham Aruch). 
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its church buildings and invite the 
world to come and hear but which un- 
derstood the church to be the sphere of 
the worship of God, of fellowship of 
saints in Jesus Christ and of instruction 
and up-building in the things of God 
and that from such a center of inspira- 
tion and blessing the believers went out 
into the world each one to preach the 
gospel of the grace of God. In Acts 
8 we read that when persecution arose, 
the apostles, the professionals, _re- 
mained in Jerusalem, but the ordinary 
laymen, the run of the mill Christians, 
were scattered abroad and by the en- 
ablement of God the Holy Spirit went 
everywhere preaching the Word. Perhaps 
the challenge of a new day is to take 
a new step of faith whereby there shall 
be less emphasis upon professional 
Christianity and professional Christian 
workers and a new first-century em- 
phasis upon “the ordinary layman” to 
whom has been committed the treasure 
of the gospel, who regards all things 
but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus, who himself will 
receive a true commission and ordina- 
tion from God for the ministry to which 
God has called, and who, whether re- 
maining at home or venturing abroad, 
will provide for himself by “making 
tents” and in the course of his trade 
will tell his. fellow workers of Jesus 
Christ and His power to save. 

A great deal which has been written 
and which is so obvious may be sum- 
med up in the total idea of “living as 
comrades” or being identified with the 
people to whom we go. Do we expect 
them to become one of us, or are we 
willing for Christ’s sake to become one 
of them, even perhaps to going to the 
extent for Christ’s sake and where God 
so leads of being willing to become citi- 
zens of the country to which God has 
sent us? Must we always in every in- 
stance continue to be~ American, or 
Canadian, or British foreign mission- 
aries? Can we not begin to say, “Your 
country will be my country; your people 
my people”? And on that basis can we 
not pray, “My God will become your 
God”? Does it not seem obvious that 
if there is to be true rapport established 
between the foreigner and those to 
whom he goes with the gospel, he must 
not only establish a basis for com- 
munication but also for acceptance? 


Above all let us never forget the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the young Prince of Glory, 
who laid aside His superiority, His 
glory, the exercise of His divine right 
and power, who took upon Himself our 
frail flesh, who identified Himself com- 
pletely with us, who lived among men, 
who sat down where we sat, who was 
touched with the feeling of our infirm- 
ity, and of whom the Father said—“My 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” 

END 
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